
 

 

 
Maundy Thursday 

April 1, 2021   7:00pm Holy Communion 
 

This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with 

Christians around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death 

and resurrection.  Tonight we remember Christ’s last meal with his 

disciples, but the central focus is his commandment that we live out the 

promise embodied in this meal.  As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so 

we are called to give and receive love in humble service to one another.  

Formed into a new body in Christ through this holy meal, we are 

transformed by the mercy we have received and carry it into the world.  

Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the coming days. 
     -from Sundays and Seasons 2021 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
Please observe social distancing and remain conscious of the need to 

prevent the spread of infectious disease.  In this bulletin is an insert that 

will be used to determine today’s attendance.  It will also help to identify 

who was here if contact tracing is necessary.  Please fill it out and place 

it in the offering plate. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



 GATHERING     
 

Announcements 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call 

to struggle against sin, death, and the devil – all that keeps us from 

loving God and each other.  This is the struggle to which we are called  

at baptism. 
 

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin 

and giving the peace of reconciliation.  On this night let us confess our 

sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great 

Three Days reconciling with God and one another.   
 

Those who wish are invited to kneel.  Silence for reflection and self-examination 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 

minister of the church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare 

to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 
Opening Hymn   Great God, Your Love Has Called Us 
(for music, please turn to Hymn 358 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Great God, your love has called us here, 

    as we, by love, for love were made. 

    Your living likeness still we bear,  

    though marred, dishonored, disobeyed. 

    We come, with all our heart and mind 

    your call to hear, your love to find. 
 



2. We come with self inflicted pains 

    of broken trust and chosen wrong, 

    half free, half bound by inner chains, 

    by social forces swept along, 

    by pow’rs and systems close confined, 

    yet seeking hope for humankind.   

 

3. Great God, in Christ you call our name 

    and then receive us as your own, 

    not through some merit, right, or claim, 

    but by your gracious love alone. 

    We strain to glimpse your mercy seat 

    and find you kneeling at our feet.  

 

4. Then take the towel, and break the bread, 

    and humble us, and call us friends. 

    Suffer and serve till all are fed, 

    and show how grandly love intends 

    to work till all creation sings, 

    to fill all worlds, to crown all things. 

 

5. Great God, in Christ you set us free 

    your life to live, your joy to share. 

    Give us your Spirit’s liberty 

    to turn from guilt and dull despair, 

    and offer all that faith can do 

    while love is making all things new.  
 

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936.  Text Copyright 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company.   Music: Norman Cocker, 1889-1953.  

Music Copyright Oxford University Press  

 
Apostles’ Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray… 

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave a 

new commandment, to love one another as he loves us.  Write this 

commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he 

was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who  

 



lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen. 

 

 

 WORD    
  

Bible Reading   Mark 14:12-72 

B: 12On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is 

sacrificed, his disciples said to him, “Where do you want us to go and 

make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 13So he sent two of 

his disciples, saying to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar 

of water will meet you; follow him, 14and wherever he enters, say to the 

owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks, Where is my guest room where I 

may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 15He will show you a large 

room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.” 16So 

the disciples set out and went to the city, and found everything as he had 

told them; and they prepared the Passover meal. 
 

D: 17When it was evening, he came with the twelve. 18And when they 

had taken their places and were eating, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, one 

of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” 19They began to be 

distressed and to say to him one after another, “Surely, not I?” 20He said 

to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl 

with me. 21For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to 

that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better 

for that one not to have been born.” 
22While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he 

broke it, gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 23Then he 

took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them 

drank from it. 24He said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, 

which is poured out for many. 25Truly I tell you, I will never again drink 

of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom 

of God.” 
 

E: 26When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of 

Olives. 27And Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters; for it is 

written, 

‘I will strike the shepherd, 

and the sheep will be scattered.’ 
28But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 29Peter said to 

him, “Even though all become deserters, I will not.” 30Jesus said to him, 

“Truly I tell you, this day, this very night, before the cock crows twice, 



you will deny me three times.” 31But he said vehemently, “Even though I 

must die with you, I will not deny you.” And all of them said the same. 
 

B: 32They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his 

disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33He took with him Peter and James 

and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. 34And he said to them, 

“I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep 

awake.” 35And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and 

prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36He said, 

“Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; 

yet, not what I want, but what you want.” 37He came and found them 

sleeping; and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not 

keep awake one hour? 38Keep awake and pray that you may not come 

into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 

weak.” 39And again he went away and prayed, saying the same 

words. 40And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes 

were very heavy; and they did not know what to say to him. 41He came a 

third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? 

Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands 

of sinners. 42Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 
 

D: 43Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, 

arrived; and with him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the 

chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. 44Now the betrayer had given 

them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead 

him away under guard.” 45So when he came, he went up to him at once 

and said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. 46Then they laid hands on him and 

arrested him. 47But one of those who stood near drew his sword and 

struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 48Then Jesus said to 

them, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though 

I were a bandit? 49Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, 

and you did not arrest me. But let the scriptures be fulfilled.” 50All of 

them deserted him and fled. 
51A certain young man was following him, wearing nothing but a linen 

cloth. They caught hold of him, 52but he left the linen cloth and ran off 

naked. 
 

E: 53They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the 

elders, and the scribes were assembled. 54Peter had followed him at a 

distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest; and he was sitting 

with the guards, warming himself at the fire. 55Now the chief priests and 

the whole council were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to 

death; but they found none. 56For many gave false testimony against him, 



and their testimony did not agree. 57Some stood up and gave false 

testimony against him, saying, 58“We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this 

temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not 

made with hands.’” 59But even on this point their testimony did not 

agree. 60Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, 

“Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” 61But he 

was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you 

the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” 62Jesus said, “I am; and 

‘you will see the Son of Man 

seated at the right hand of the Power,’ 

and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’” 
63Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do we still need 

witnesses? 64You have heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?” All 

of them condemned him as deserving death. 65Some began to spit on 

him, to blindfold him, and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” The 

guards also took him over and beat him. 
 

B: 66While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of 

the high priest came by. 67When she saw Peter warming himself, she 

stared at him and said, “You also were with Jesus, the man from 

Nazareth.” 68But he denied it, saying, “I do not know or understand what 

you are talking about.” And he went out into the forecourt. Then the cock 

crowed. 69And the servant-girl, on seeing him, began again to say to the 

bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 70But again he denied it. Then 

after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are 

one of them; for you are a Galilean.” 71But he began to curse, and he 

swore an oath, “I do not know this man you are talking about.” 72At that 

moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then Peter remembered 

that Jesus had said to him, “Before the cock crows twice, you will deny 

me three times.” And he broke down and wept. 

 
Sermon  

 
Hymn of the Day   Christ, the Life of All the Living 

(For music see Hymn 339 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Christ, the life of all the living, 

    Christ, the death of death, our foe, 

    Christ, yourself for me once giving 

    to the darkest depths of woe: 

    through your suff’ring, death, and merit 

    life eternal I inherit. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks are due, 



    dearest Jesus, unto you. 
 

2. You have suffered great affliction 

    and have borne it patiently, 

    even death by crucifixion, 

    fully to atone for me; 

    for you chose to be tormented 

    that my doom should be prevented. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks are due, 

    dearest Jesus, unto you. 
  
3. Then, for all that bought my pardon, 

    for the sorrows deep and sore, 

    for the anguish in the garden, 

    I will thank you evermore; 

    thank you for the groaning, sighing, 

    for the bleeding and the dying, 

    for that last triumphant cry, 

    praise you evermore on high. 
 

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.  Music: Das grosse Cantional, Darmstadt, 1687 

 
Prayers of Intercession  Psalm 88 
Introduction to Psalm 88 from The Psalter: 

P: “The darkest despair of the Psalter. 

No one is left but God. 

And will God work marvels for the dead?” 
 

C: Save me, Lord my God! 

By day, by night, I cry out. 

Let my prayer reach you; 

turn, listen to me. 
 

I am steeped in trouble, 

ready for the grave. 

I am like one destined for the pit, 

a warrior deprived of strength, 

forgotten among the dead, 

buried with the slaughtered 

for whom you care no more. 
 

You tossed me to the bottom of the pit, 

into its murky darkness, 

your anger pulled me down 



like roaring waves. 

You took my friends away, 

disgraced me before them. 

Trapped here with no escape, 

I cannot see beyond my pain. 
 

Lord, I cry out to you all day, 

my hands keep reaching out. 

Do you work marvels for the dead? 

Can shadows rise and sing praise? 

Is your mercy sung in the grave, 

your lasting love in Sheol? 

Are your wonders known in the pit? 

Your justice, in forgotten places? 
 

But I cry out to you, God, 

each morning I plead with you. 

Why do you reject me, Lord? 

Why do you hide your face? 

Week since childhood, 

I am often close to death. 

Your torments track me down, 

your rage consumes me, 

your trials destroy me. 

All day they flood around me, 

pressing down, closing me in. 

You took my friends from me, 

darkness is all I have left.  

 
Nicene Creed 

P: We join in confessing our faith with the Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father; 



    through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again, 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

    who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 
Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: We share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with messages of Christ’s peace. 

 

 

 MEAL     
 

Thanksgiving Prayer 

P: Let us pray:  Faithful God,  

C: you walk beside us in desert places, 

And you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. 

Accompany us in this meal, 

that we may pass from death to life 

with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 



Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; whose suffering and death gave 

salvation to all.  You gather your people around the tree of the cross, 

transforming death into life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join in their unending hymn: 
 

(Isaiah 6:8, spoken) 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread, 

gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.  

This is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 



    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Communion Distribution 
Welcome to the Lord’s Supper!  All who are baptized are invited to receive 

communion.  The pastor will bring a wafer to you and place it in your hands.  

The communion assistant will follow with a tray of grape juice or wine. 
 
Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say: 

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen 
 
Post Communion Prayer 

P: Let us pray… 

Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthened us with the 

saving power of your suffering death, and resurrection.  May this 

sacrament of your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of your 

redemption will show forth in the way we live, for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

Stripping of the Altar 

All sacramental elements and vessels, linens, paraments, banners, and 

books are removed from the altar and its surroundings. The church bells 

are silenced. 

 

After everything has been removed from the altar worshippers depart in 

silence.  There is no sending hymn, blessing, dismissal, and postlude 

tonight.   

 

While we may be leaving the building, the worship service does not end.  

Perhaps it is best to understand worship as beginning now and 

continuing on until Easter morning. 

 

Tomorrow at 7:00pm (Good Friday) we resume worship where we left 

off tonight.  That service has neither beginning nor ending.  Easter 

Sunday worship picks up from Good Friday and brings the entire series 

of days to its completion. 
 

 

 



 

 
Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2021 copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
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