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God's work. Our hands.

The 9th Sunday After Pentecost

August 10, 2025 10:30 Service of the Word

The warnings are plentiful and blunt in our gospel reading for today. Cut
it out or get cut down! The warnings are accompanied by God’s
invitation to attentiveness: “Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so
that you may live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is forestalled by the

gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more year. That is good news
for all of us. Thanks be to God!
-from Sundays and Seasons 2025

Welcome to worship today!
If you are visiting St. John’s we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand.

The Zoom feed for this service is shown in the nursery.
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Prelude and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. Butif we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.
In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith.

C: Amen

Gathering Hymn What Is This Place
(For music see Hymn 524 in the Red Hymnal)

1. What is this place where we are meeting?
Only a house, the earth its floor.
Walls and a roof sheltering people,
windows for light, an open door.



Yet it becomes a body that lives
when we are gathered here,
and know our God is near.

2. Words from afar, stars that are falling,
sparks that are sown in us like seed:
names for our God, dreams, signs and wonders
sent from the past are all we need.
We in this place remember and speak
again what we have heard:
God’s free redeeming word.

3. And we accept bread at this table,
broken and shared, a living sign.
Here in this world, dying and living,
we are each other’s bread and wine.
This is the place where we can receive
what we need to increase:
our justice and God’s peace.

Text: Huub Oosterhuis, b. 1933; tr. David Smith, b. 1933. Music: A Vaerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, 1626; arr. Adraisn
Engels, b. 1906. Text and arrangement copyright 1984 TEAM Publications, admin. OCP Publications

Greeting (2 Corinthians 13:13)

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Gathering Dialog (Deuteronomy 26, 11, 8)

A: You are the treasured people of the Lord,

C: a people holy to the Lord our God.

A: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children.
C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you rise.

A: One does not live by bread alone,

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through
the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word
and obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through




Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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First Reading Isaiah 55:1-9

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and
without price. “Why do you spend your money for that which is not
bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to
me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3Incline
your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with
you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. *See, 1
made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the
peoples. >See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations
that do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.

Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he is

near; ’let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their
thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. *For my thoughts are not
your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. °For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 63:1-8 (read responsively)
L: God, my God, you I crave;

my soul thirsts for you,

my body aches for you

like a dry and weary land.
C: Let me gaze on you in your temple:

a vision of strength and glory.

L: Your love is better than life,
my speech is full of praise.
C: I give you a lifetime of worship,
my hands raised in your name.
L: I feast at your rich table,



my lips sing of your glory.
C: On my bed I lie awake,

your memory fills the night.
L: You have been my help,

I rejoice beneath your wings.
C: Yes, I cling to you,

your right hand holds me fast.

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

[Paul writes] I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that
our ancestors were all under the cloud, and all passed through the

sea, Zand all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and
all ate the same spiritual food, “and all drank the same spiritual drink. For
they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was
Christ. *Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they
were struck down in the wilderness.

®Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not
desire evil as they did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as
it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to
play.” ¥We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did,
and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. *We must not put Christ to
the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. '°And do
not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the

destroyer. !'These things happened to them to serve as an example, and
they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have
come. '“So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not

fall. *No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God
is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but
with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able
to endure it.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (Matthew 4:17)
C: Alleluia. Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near.” Alleluia.

Gospel Reading Luke 13:1-9

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 13™ chapter.
C: Glory to you O Lord.




At that very time there were some present who told him about the
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. *He
asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this
way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? *No, I tell you; but
unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. “Or those eighteen who
were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that
they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I
tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.”
®Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard;
and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. ’So he said to the
gardener, ‘See here! For three years | have come looking for fruit on this
fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the
s0il?> ®He replied, Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it
and put manure on it. °If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not,
you can cut it down.””

After the reading:

P: The gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day When Peace, Like a River
(for music, turn to Hymn 785 in the Red Hymnal)

1. When peace, live a river, attendeth my way;
When sorrows, like sea billows, roll;
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

Refrain
It is well with my soul, it is well,
It is well with my soul.

2. Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come.
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate
And hath shed his own blood for my soul. Refrain

3. He lives--- oh, the bliss of this glorious thought;
My sin, not in part, but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more.



Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain

4. And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
The trumpet shall sound, and the Lord shall descend;
Even so it is well with my soul. Refrain

Text: Horatio Spafford, Music: Philip Bliss

Response to the Word

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation.

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit.

P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

A: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;

C: pray in the Holy Spirit. (Jude 20)
A: Keep yourselves in the love of God;

C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21)

A: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
C: Everything old has passed away;
behold, everything has become new! (2 Corinthians 5:17)



Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.
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Special Music and Gathering of Prayers and Offerings

You are invited to write a prayer concern on the small blank slip of paper in
your worship bulletin. This slip will be collected by the ushers in the offering
plates. The concerns raised will be prayed for later in the service.

Hymn of Thanksgiving

Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil

For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal
Lord, let my heart be good soil,

open to the seed of your Word.

Lord, let my heart be good soil,

where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard,

break the stone away.

When my heart is cold,

warm it with the day.

When my heart is lost,

lead me on your way.

Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc.

Offering Prayer
P: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God,

C: ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in
need, through Jesus our Savior and Lord. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Issues raised by the congregation are prayed for.

The prayer concludes:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

i SENDING ¢

Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Sending Hymn Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
(For music see Hymn 545 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Lord, dismiss us with your blessing,
fill our hearts with joy and peace;
let us each, your love possessing,
triumph in redeeming grace.

Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us,
trav’ling through this wilderness.



2. Thanks we give and adoration
for your gospel’s joyful sound.
May the fruits of your salvation
in our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful
to you truth may we be found.

3. Savior, when your love shall call us
from our struggling pilgrim way,
let no fear of death appall us,
glad your summons to obey.

May we ever, may we ever
reign with you in endless day.

Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3 alt. Music: Sicilian, 18® century

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.
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Worship assistants TODAY:




Greeters and Ushers Helen Crown

Acolyte Thomas Bullwinkle
Counters Bruce and Connie Stevenson
Coffee Hour

Worship assistants for next Sunday, August 17
Greeters and Ushers Linda Flood

Acolyte Alyssa Young

Altar Care Linda Thompson
Communion Assistant Gary Boisseau
Counters Greg and Mary Zuege
Coffee Hour Watermelon

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564
stjohnsvictor.com (585) 924-5192
The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor
Dongwon Shin, Pianist



