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Who was Melchizedek? He is an obscure person who suddenly shows
up in the stories of Abraham and then just as suddenly disappears. But in
the text from Hebrews we will read today he plays a central role — and is

used to point to Jesus. We’ll explore all of this and hopefully be able to
live it out better.

Welcome to worship today!
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand.

The Zoom feed for this service is available in the nursery.



1  GATHERING T

Prelude and Announcements

Gathering Hymn  Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

(For music see Hymn 886 in the Red Hymnal)

1.

Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing
my great Redeemer’s praise,

the glories of my God and king,
the triumphs of his grace!

. My gracious Master and my God,

assist me to proclaim,
to spread through all the earth abroad
the honor of your name.

. The name of Jesus charms our fears

and bids our sorrows cease,
sings music in the sinner’s ears,
brings life and health and peace.

. He speaks, and list’ning to his voice,

new life the dead receive;
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice,
the humble poor believe.

. Look unto him, your Savior own,

O fallen human race!
Look and be saved through faith alone,
be justified by grace!

. To God all glory, praise, and love

be now and ever giv’n
by saints below and saints above,
the church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. Music: Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1928; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God,
whose mercy endures forever.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin to God.



Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Merciful God,

C: we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

P: Jesus says, “Come to me,

all who are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

Your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

C: Amen.

Hymn of Praise Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
(For music, turn to Hymn 836 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Joyful, joyful we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee,
praising thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
drive the gloom of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.

2. All thy works with joy surround thee,
earth and heav’n reflect thy rays,
stars and angels sing around thee,
center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird, and flowing fountain
call us to rejoice in thee.

3. Thou art giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
wellspring of the joy of living,



ocean depth of happy rest!

Thou our Father, Christ our brother,
all who live in love are thine;

teach us how to love each other,

lift us to the joy divine!

©Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1933; Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness of
our ignorance. Eternal compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to seek
your face, and enable us to reflect your goodness, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

T WORD -

First Reading Genesis 14:17-24
B: After [Abram’s] return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings
who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the
Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley). '®And King Melchizedek
of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was priest of God Most
High. "He blessed him and said,
‘Blessed be Abram by God Most High,

maker of heaven and earth;
20 and blessed be God Most High,

who has delivered your enemies into your hand!’
And Abram gave him one-tenth of everything. 2! Then the king of Sodom
said to Abram, ‘Give me the people, but take the goods for
yourself.” 2?But Abram said to the king of Sodom, ‘I have sworn to
the Lord, God Most High, maker of heaven and earth, *that I would not
take a thread or a sandal-thong or anything that is yours, so that you
might not say, “I have made Abram rich.” **I will take nothing but what
the young men have eaten, and the share of the men who went with me—
Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre. Let them take their share.’
After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 110 (read responsively)
D: The Lord decrees to my Lord:
“Take the throne at my right hand,




I will make your enemies a footrest.
C: I will raise your scepter
over Zion and beyond,
over all your enemies.
D: Your people stand behind you
on the day you take command.
C: You are made holy, splendid,
newborn like the dawn,
fresh like the dew.”
D: God’s oath is firm:
“You are a priest for ever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.”
C: The Lord stands at your side
to destroy kings
on the day of wrath.

D: God executes judgment,
crushes the heads of nations,
and bring carnage worldwide.

C: The victor drinks
from a wayside stream
and rises refreshed.

Second Reading Hebrews 6:13 —7:10

E: When God made a promise to Abraham, because he had no one
greater by whom to swear, he swore by himself, “saying, ‘I will surely
bless you and multiply you.” >And thus Abraham, having patiently
endured, obtained the promise. 'Human beings, of course, swear by
someone greater than themselves, and an oath given as confirmation puts
an end to all dispute. '"In the same way, when God desired to show even
more clearly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his
purpose, he guaranteed it by an oath, '¥so that through two unchangeable
things, in which it is impossible that God would prove false, we who
have taken refuge might be strongly encouraged to seize the hope set
before us. "We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a
hope that enters the inner shrine behind the curtain, *’where Jesus, a
forerunner on our behalf, has entered, having become a high priest for
ever according to the order of Melchizedek.

This ‘King Melchizedek of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met
Abraham as he was returning from defeating the kings and blessed

him’; 2and to him Abraham apportioned ‘one-tenth of everything’. His
name, in the first place, means ‘king of righteousness’; next he is also




king of Salem, that is, ‘king of peace’. *Without father, without mother,
without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but
resembling the Son of God, he remains a priest for ever.

4 See how great he is! Even Abraham the patriarch gave him a tenth of
the spoils. >And those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office
have a commandment in the law to collect tithes from the people, that is,
from their kindred, though these also are descended from Abraham. “But
this man, who does not belong to their ancestry, collected tithes from
Abraham and blessed him who had received the promises. "It is beyond
dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior. ®In the one case, tithes
are received by those who are mortal; in the other, by one of whom it is
testified that he lives. °One might even say that Levi himself, who
receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, '°for he was still in the loins
of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Third Reading Hebrews 7:11 - 28
Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood—
for the people received the law under this priesthood—what further need
would there have been to speak of another priest arising according to the
order of Melchizedek, rather than one according to the order of
Aaron? “For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is
necessarily a change in the law as well. *Now the one of whom these
things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from which no one has ever
served at the altar. “For it is evident that our Lord was descended from
Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses said nothing about priests.

It is even more obvious when another priest arises, resembling
Melchizedek, ®one who has become a priest, not through a legal
requirement concerning physical descent, but through the power of an
indestructible life. '"For it is attested of him,

“You are a priest for ever,

according to the order of Melchizedek.’

3There is, on the one hand, the abrogation of an earlier commandment
because it was weak and ineffectual '°(for the law made nothing perfect);
there is, on the other hand, the introduction of a better hope, through
which we approach God.

This was confirmed with an oath; for others who became priests took
their office without an oath, *'but this one became a priest with an oath,
because of the one who said to him,

“The Lord has sworn

and will not change his mind,



“You are a priest for ever” '—

ZZaccordingly Jesus has also become the guarantee of a better covenant.
Furthermore, the former priests were many in number, because they
were prevented by death from continuing in office; >*but he holds his
priesthood permanently, because he continues for ever. 2Consequently
he is able for all time to save those who approach God through him,
since he always lives to make intercession for them.

For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless,
undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the

heavens. ?’Unlike the other” high priests, he has no need to offer
sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the
people; this he did once for all when he offered himself. 2*For the law
appoints as high priests those who are subject to weakness, but the word
of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been
made perfect for ever.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day O God Beyond All Praising
(For music see Hymn 880 in the Red Hymnal)

1. O God beyond all praising, we worship you today
and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay;
for we can only wonder at ev’ry gift you send,
as blessings without number and mercies without end:
we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word,
we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.

2. The flow’r of earthly splendor in time must surely die,
its fragile bloom surrender to you, the Lord most high;
but hidden from all nature the eternal seed is sown-
though small in mortal stature, to heaven’s garden grown:
for Christ, your gift from heaven, from death has set us free,
and we through him are given the final victory.

3. Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring,
that we who know your favor may serve you as our King;
and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill,
we’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still:


javascript:void(0);

to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways,
and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.

Text: Michael Perry, 1942-1996, copyright 1982, 1987 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company. Music: Gustav Holst,
1874-1934

Apostles’ Creed
P: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed.

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: We share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

Offertory and Gathering of Prayers and Offerings

During the offertory you are invited to write a prayer concern on the small
blank slip of paper in your worship bulletin. This slip will be collected by the
ushers in the offering plates. The concerns raised will be prayed for later in the
service.

T MEAL A

Hymn of Thanksgiving Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord
For music turn to page 35 in the Blue Hymnal

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,

that we may be fed with the bread of life.

Gather the hopes and dreams of all;




unite them with the prayers we offer now.
Grace our table with your presence, Lord,
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Offering Prayer

P: Let us pray: Loving God:

C: we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart
in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste
your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the
Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Issues raised by the congregation are lifted in prayer.

The prayer concludes:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow;
and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken)

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.
This is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Come to this table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

Communion Distribution

Welcome to the Lord’s Supper! All who are baptized are invited to receive
communion. We use wheat bread and wine for communion. If you would prefer
a gluten free wafer instead of bread please tell the communion assistant. Also, if
you prefer grape juice to wine, it is available pre-filled in the individual glasses.
As we commune together everyone is invited to sing the following hymns:

Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal)

592 Just As I Am, without One Plea (Red Hymnal)

595 Jesus Loves Me! (Red Hymnal)

Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say:

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.




Post Communion Prayer

A: Let us pray:

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

C: Amen.

i SENDING ¢

Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Sending Hymn Let All Things Now Living
(For music see Hymn 881 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Let all things now living
a song of thanksgiving
to God the creator triumphantly raise,
who fashioned and made us,
protected and stayed us,
who still guides us on to the end of our days.
God’s banners are o’er us,
God’s light goes before us,
a pillar of fire shining forth in the night,
till shadows have vanished
and darkness is banished,
as forward we travel from light into light.

2. God rules all the forces:
the stars in their courses
and sun in its orbit obediently shine;
the hills and the mountains,
the rivers and fountains,
the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine.



We too should be voicing

our love and rejoicing;

with glad adoration a song let us raise
till all things now living

unite in thanksgiving:

“To God in the highest,

hosanna and praise!”

Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892-1980 alt. Copyright 1939, 1966 E.C. Schirmer Music Company. Music: Welsh folk tune

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.

Worship assistants TODAY:
Greeters and Ushers Janice Lockwood

Acolyte Charlotte Stroup
Altar Care Gary Boisseau
Communion Assistants

Counters Bill and Katy Stimmel
Coffee Hour

Worship assistants for next Sunday, August 9
Greeters and Ushers ~ Rob Stroup

Acolyte Elijah Young
Counters Bruce and Connie Stevenson
Coffee Hour

Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2026, copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. Scripture readings from the New Revised
Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the
United States, unless otherwise noted. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training Publications..
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