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The 14th Sunday After Pentecost

August 30, 2026  10:30 Service of the Word
Our worship is based on Hebrews 11. It gives a list of famous people
who stayed faithful even as life was difficult and there was little reason
for hope. When we looked at Hebrews 10 last week we were reminded
of the faith struggles of the original readers. Some of those struggles go
for us today. When the present and future feel hopeless we should also
turn to God in faith.

Welcome to worship today!
If you are visiting St. John’s we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand.

The Zoom feed for this service is shown in the nursery.



1  GATHERING T

Prelude and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God,
whose mercy endures forever.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Merciful God,

C: we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

P: Jesus says, “Come to me,

all who are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

Your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn Let the Whole Creation Cry
(For music see Hymn 876 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Let the whole creation cry,
“Glory to the Lord on high!”
Heav’n and earth, awake and sing,
“Praise to our almighty king!”
Praise God, angel hosts above,
ever bright and fair in love;
sun and moon, lift up your voice;
night and stars, in God rejoice.

2. Servants striving for the Lord,
prophets burning with the word,



those to whom the arts belong

add their voices to the song.

Pow’rs of knowledge and of law,

to the glorious circle draw;

all who work and all who wait,
sing, “The Lord is good and great!”

3. Men and women, young and old,
raise the anthem loud and bold,
and let children’s happy hearts
in this worship take their parts;
from the north to southern pole
let the mighty chorus roll:
“Holy, Holy, Holy One;

Glory be to God alone!”

Text: Stopford A. Brooke, 1832-1916, alt. Music: Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702; arr. J.S. Bach, 1685-1750, adapt.

Greeting (2 Corinthians 13:13)

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with yu all.

C: And also with you.

Gathering Dialog (Deuteronomy 26, 11, 8)

A: You are the treasured people of the Lord,

C: a people holy to the Lord our God.

A: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children.
C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you rise.

A: One does not live by bread alone,

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your
church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be
ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.




T WORD -

First Reading Genesis 15:1-6

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do
not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”
’But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” *And
Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my
house is to be my heir.” “But the word of the LORD came to him, “This
man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your
heir.” "He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count
the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall
your descendants be.” “And he believed the LORD; and the LORD
reckoned it to him as righteousness.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 33:12-22 (read responsively)
L: Blest the land whose god is the Lord,
the heirs whom God has chosen.
C: The Lord looks down
and sees our human kind.
L: From heaven God surveys
all peoples on earth.
C: The maker of human hearts
knows every human act.
L: Armies do not save kings,
brute force does not spare soldiers.
C: The warhorse is a sham;
despite its power, it will not save.
L: God keeps a loving eye
on all who believe,
on those who count on God
C: to bring relief from famine,
to rescue them from death.

L: With all we are,
we wait for God,

C: the Lord, our help,
our shield.

L: Our hearts find joy in the Lord,;
we trust God’s holy name.



C: Love us, Lord!
We wait for you.

Second Reading Hebrews 11:1-22

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen. *Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. *By faith we
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that
what is seen was made from things that are not visible.

By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain’s.
Through this he received approval as righteous, God himself giving
approval to his gifts; he died, but through his faith he still speaks. *By
faith Enoch was taken so that he did not experience death; and ‘he was
not found, because God had taken him.” For it was attested before he was
taken away that ‘he had pleased God.” *And without faith it is impossible
to please God, for whoever would approach him must believe that he
exists and that he rewards those who seek him. "By faith Noah, warned
by God about events as yet unseen, respected the warning and built an
ark to save his household; by this he condemned the world and became
an heir to the righteousness that is in accordance with faith.

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that
he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he
was going. °By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been
promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob,
who were heirs with him of the same promise. '°For he looked forward to
the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. !'By
faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and
Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had
promised. “Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead,
descendants were born, ‘as many as the stars of heaven and as the
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.’

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but
from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they
were strangers and foreigners on the earth, '*for people who speak in this
way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. "°If they had been
thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had
opportunity to return. '®But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God,
indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He who had
received the promises was ready to offer up his only son, '*of whom he
had been told, ‘It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named after
you.” "He considered the fact that God is able even to raise someone



from the dead—and figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 2By
faith Isaac invoked blessings for the future on Jacob and Esau. *'By faith
Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, ‘bowing in
worship over the top of his staff.” 2By faith Joseph, at the end of his life,
made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave instructions about
his burial.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Third Reading Hebrews 11:23-40

By faith Moses was hidden by his parents for three months after his
birth, because they saw that the child was beautiful; and they were not
afraid of the king’s edict. By faith Moses, when he was grown up,
refused to be called a son of Pharaoh’s daughter, »choosing rather to
share ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting
pleasures of sin. **He considered abuse suffered for the Christ to be
greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to
the reward. "By faith he left Egypt, unafraid of the king’s anger; for he
persevered as though he saw him who is invisible. 2By faith he kept the
Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the
firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel.

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land,
but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. **By faith
the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven
days. 3'By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were
disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.

And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon,
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the
prophets— **who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered
justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, **quenched raging
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness,
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. **Women received
their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept
release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. **Others suffered
mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. *’They were
stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword;
they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted,
tormented— *%of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in
deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.



Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not
receive what was promised, “’since God had provided something better
so that they would not, without us, be made perfect.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
(For music see Hymn 860 in the Red Hymnal)

1. I’m so glad Jesus lifted me.
I’m so glad Jesus lifted me.
I’m so glad Jesus lifted me,
singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me.

2. Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me.
Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me.
Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me,
singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me.

3. When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.
When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.
When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me,
singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me.

Text and music: African American Spiritual

Response to the Word

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation.

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit.

P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

A: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
C: pray in the Holy Spirit. (Jude 20)

A: Keep yourselves in the love of God;
C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21)

A: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
C: Everything old has passed away;
behold, everything has become new! (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

i THANKSGIVING ¢

Offertory and Gathering of Prayers and Offerings

You are invited to write a prayer concern on the small blank slip of paper in
your worship bulletin. This slip will be collected by the ushers in the offering
plates. The concerns raised will be prayed for later in the service.




Hymn of Thanksgiving

Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil

For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal
Lord, let my heart be good soil,

open to the seed of your Word.

Lord, let my heart be good soil,

where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard,

break the stone away.

When my heart is cold,

warm it with the day.

When my heart is lost,

lead me on your way.

Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc.

Offering Prayer
P: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God,

C: ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in
need, through Jesus our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Issues raised by the congregation are lifted in prayer.

The prayer concludes:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

1 SENDING fr

Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Sending Hymn Lord of All Hopefulness
(For music turn to Hymn 765 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy:
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

2. Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,
Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

3. Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
Your hand swift to welcome, your arms to embrace:
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

4. Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Text: Ian Struther, 1901-1953; Music: Irish Traditional



Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.

No, Billy, your Sins
Cant be erased using
Photoshop.




Worship assistants TODAY:
Greeters and Ushers ~ Greg and Mary Zuege

Acolyte Alyssa Young
Counters Michele Myers and Anne Stromstad
Coffee Hour

Worship assistants for next Sunday, September 6
Greeters and Ushers  John and Linda Thompson

Acolyte AlyssaYoung

Altar Care Sue Kaufmann

Communion Assistant Linda Flood

Counters Bruce and Connie Stevenson
Coffee Hour

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications.
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