
  

 

 

 
 

1st Sunday of Christmas 
December 26, 2021   10:30 Service of the Word 

 

On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy 

Jesus, both in the temple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in 

favor with God and humankind.  We too have returned to the house of 

God “to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God,” who has gifted 

us with a savior.  As the festival continues, “let the peace of Christ rule 

in your hearts.”  It is Christmas, still.   
    -from Sundays and Seasons 2022 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
Please observe social distancing and remain conscious of the need to 

prevent the spread of infectious disease.  In this bulletin is an insert that 

will be used to determine today’s attendance.  It will also help to identify 

who was here if contact tracing is necessary.  Please fill it out and place 

it in the offering plate. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



 GATHERING     
 

Prelude and Announcements 

 
Apostles’ Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 

who sends the word with angels, 

who is made flesh among all people, 

and who breathes peace on all the earth. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Holy God: 

C: we confess our sin before you. 

We replace compassion with competition. 

We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. 

We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 

We have not put on love in harmony with you. 

Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 

Swaddle our hearts with your peace, 

that all we do, in word or deed, 

may reflect your love born among us.  

Amen. 
 

P: I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 

God has come among us 

in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 

In Christ your sins are forgiven 

and you are clothed in peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 
Gathering Hymn  The Bells of Christmas  
(For music turn to Hymn 298 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. The bells of Christmas chime once more; 

    the heav’nly guest is at the door. 

    He comes to earthly dwellings still 

    with new year gifts of peace, good will. 
 

2. This world, though wide and far outspread, 

    could scarcely find for you a bed. 

    Your cradle was a manger stall, 

    No pearls nor silk nor kingly hall.   
 

3. Now let us go with quiet mind, 

    the swaddled babe with shepherds find, 

    to gaze on him who gladdens them, 

    the lovliest flow’r of Jesse’s stem.   
 

4. Oh, join with me, in gladness sing, 

    to keep our Christmas with our king, 

    until our song, from loving souls, 

    like rushing mighty water rolls! 
 

5. O patriarchs’ Joy, O prophets’ Song, 

    O Dayspring bright, awaited long, 

    O Son of Man, incarnate Word, 

    great David’s Son, great David’s Lord: 
 

6. Come, Jesus, glorious heav’nly guest, 

    and keep your Christmas in our breast; 

    Then David’s harpstrings, hushed so long, 

    Shall swell our jubilee of song. 
 

Text: Nikolai F.S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Charles Porterfield Krauth, 1823-1883, alt. 

Music: Carl C. N. Balle, 1806-1855 

 
Gathering Dialog  (John 1) 

P: In the beginning was the Word, 

C: and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

P: In the Word was life, 

C: and the life was the light of all people. 

P: The Word became flesh and lived among us, 

C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 

 



Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray.  

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our 

minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and 

act according to your good will and may live continually in the light of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen. 

 

 

 WORD    
  

First Reading  1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

B: Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen 

ephod. 19His mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him 

each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly 

sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May 

the LORD repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she 

made to the LORD”; and then they would return to their home. 26Now the 

boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with 

the LORD and with the people. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Scripture Poetry  Psalm 148  (read responsively) 

D: Praise the Lord! 

across the heavens, 

from the heights, 

all you angels, heavenly beings, 

sing praise, sing praise! 

C: Sun and moon, glittering stars, 

sing praise, sing praise. 

highest heavens, rain clouds, 

sing praise, sing praise. 
 

D: Praise God’s name, 

whose word called you forth 

and fixed you in place for ever 

by eternal decree. 
 

C: Let there be praise: 

from the depths of the earth, 

from creatures of the deep. 



fire and hail, snow and mist, 

storms, winds, 

mountains, hills, 

fruit trees and cedars, 

wild beasts and tame, 

snakes and birds, 

D: princes, judges, 

rulers, subjects, 

men, women, 

old and young, 

praise, praise the holy name, 

this name beyond all names. 
 

C: God’s splendor above the earth, 

above the heavens, 

gives strength to the nation, 

glory to the faithful, 

a people close to the Lord. 

Israel, let there be praise! 

 
Second Reading   Colossians 3:12-17 

E: As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one 

another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each 

other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 

forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 

together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be 

thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 

admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts 

sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, 

in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation (Colossians 3:15-16) 

C: Alleluia.  Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and let the 

word of Christ dwell in you richly.  Alleluia. 

 

 



 
Gospel Reading  Luke 2:21-40 
The gospel is announced:  

P: The holy gospel according to St. Luke the 2nd chapter. 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he 

was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in 

the womb. 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, 

they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is 

written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated 

as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is 

stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young 

pigeons.”  
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man 

was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, 

and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the 

Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 

Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when 

the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 

under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

 according to your word;  
30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

 31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles  

and for glory to your people Israel.”  
33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said 

about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, 

“This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and 

to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will 

be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 36There was 

also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 

was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her 

marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the 

temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At 

that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the 

child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39When 

they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they  

 

 



returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and 

became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.  
After the reading:  

P: The gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Sermon   

 
Hymn of the Day  The First Noel 
(For music see Hymn 300 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. The first noel the angel did say 

    was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

    in fields where they, 

    lay, keeping their sheep, 

    on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
 

Refrain: Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel. 
 

2. They looked up and saw a star 

    shining in the east beyond them far; 

    and to the earth 

    it gave great light, 

    and so it continued both day and night.   Refrain 
 

3. And by the light of that same star 

    three wise men came from country far; 

    and to the king  

    was their intent, 

    and to follow the star wherever it went.  Refrain 
 

4. This star drew near to the northwest, 

    o’er Bethlehem it took to rest; 

    and there it did  

    both stop and stay 

    right over the pace where Jesus lay.        Refrain 
 

5. Then entered in those wise men three, 

    full rev’rently upon their knee, 

    and offered there 

    in his presence 

    their gold and myrrh and frankincense.  Refrain  
 

Text: English traditional. Music: English traditional; arr. John Stainer, 1840-1901 



 
Response to the Word 

D: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. 

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised 

Holy Spirit. 
 

B: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

D: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

C: pray in the Holy Spirit.        (Jude 20) 
 

B: Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21) 
 

 

D: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

C: Everything old has passed away; 

behold, everything has become new!  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 
Peace 

B: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

B: We share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with messages of Christ’s peace. 



 PRAYER     
 

Prayers of Intercession 

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  Please conclude 

your petition with: Lord in your mercy, 

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer. 
The pastor concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen 

 

 

 SENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

C: Amen. 

 

 



Sending Hymn  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
For music turn to Hymn 270 in the Red Hymnal 
 

1. Hark! The herald angels sing, 

    “Glory to the newborn king; 

    peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

    God and sinners reconciled.” 

    Joyful, all you nations rise; 

    join the triumph of the skies; 

    with angelic hosts proclaim, 

    “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 

Refrain 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to new the newborn king!” 
 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

    Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

    late in time behold him come, 

    offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

    Veiled in flesh the God-head see! 

    Hail, incarnate deity! 

    Pleased as man with us to dwell, 

    Jesus, our Emmanuel! Refrain 
 

3. Hail the heav’n born Prince of peace! 

    Hail the Sun of righteousness! 

    Light and life to all he brings, 

    ris’n with healing in his wings. 

    Mild he lays his glory by, 

    born that we no more may die, 

    born to raise each child of earth, 

    born to give us second birth.   Refrain 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. Music: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915 

  

Dismissal 

P: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.   

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2022 copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. 
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