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Life of Discipleship—Mark 9:14-10:12
February 18, 2024 10:30 Holy Communion

Our gospel reading today may appear to be a hodge-podge of topics. In
some ways it is, but the stories do connect. They are all about the cost of
discipleship and a life oriented toward God’s purposes.

Welcome to worship today!

If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand.



1  GATHERING

Prelude and Announcements

Gathering Hymn Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
(For music see Hymn 807 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Come, thou fount of every blessing,
tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
fills my heart with joy and love,
teach me ever to adore thee;
may | still thy goodness prove.

2. Here | raise my Ebenezer:
“Hither by thy help I’ve come”;
and | hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wand’ring from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger,
interposed his precious blood.

3. Oh, to grace how great a debtor
daily I’m constrained to be;
let thy grace now like a fetter
bind my wand’ring heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it;
prone to leave the God | love.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it;
seal it for thy courts above.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt. Music: J Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813

Greeting (2 Corinthians 13:13)

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God,




who writes the law on our hearts,
who draws all people together through Jesus.
C: Amen.

P: Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and
of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination

P: Holy God,

C: we confess that we are caught in snares of sin
and cannot break free.

We hoard resources while our neighbors

are hungry and cold.

We speak in ways that silence others.

We are silent when we should speak up.

We keep score in our hearts.

We let hurts grow into hatred.

For all these things and for sins only you know,
forgive us, Lord.

Amen.

P: Here is a flood of grace:

Out of love for the whole world,

God draws near to us,

breaks every snare of sin,

washes away our wrongs,

and restores the promise of life through Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.

Hymn of Praise O God Beyond All Praising
(For music see Hymn 880 in the Red Hymnal)

1. O God beyond all praising, we worship you today
and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay;
for we can only wonder at ev’ry gift you send,
as blessings without number and mercies without end:
we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word,
we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.

2. The flow’r of earthly splendor in time must surely die,
its fragile bloom surrender to you, the Lord most high;
but hidden from all nature the eternal seed is sown-
though small in mortal stature, to heaven’s garden grown:
for Christ, you gift from heaven, from death has set us free,
and we through him are given the final victory.



3. Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring,
that we who know your favor may serve you as our King;
and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill,
we’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still:
to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways,
and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.

Text: Michael Perry, 1942-1996, copyright 1982, 1987 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company. Music: Gustav Holst,
1874-1934

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

Lord Jesus, your teachings reveal how much you love us. Your
teachings also challenge us and confuse us. Give us insight into your
plans and help us to live in confidence that what we do reflects your will.
In your name we pray.

C: Amen.

T WORD -

First Reading Colossians 3:1-11

B: So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. “Set your minds on
things that are above, not on things that are on earth, *for you have died,
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. “When Christ who is your life
is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

°Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). °On account of these
the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. ‘These are the
ways you also once followed, when you were living that life.

®But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and abusive language from your mouth. °Do not lie to one
another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its
practices'’and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. *In that
renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and
inall!

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.




Scripture Poetry Psalm 4 (read together)
C: Answer me when | call, faithful God.
You cleared away my trouble;
be good to me, listen to my prayer.
How long, proud fools,
will you insult my honor,
loving lies and chasing shadows?
Look! God astounds believers,
the Lord listens when I call.
Tremble, but do not despair.
Attend to your heart,
be calm through the night,
worship with integrity,
trust in the Lord.
Cynics ask, “Who will bless us?
Even God has turned away.”
You give my heart more joy
than all their grain and wine.
I sleep secure at night,
you keep me in your care.

Second Reading Mark 9:9-10:16

D: °As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no
one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from
the dead. 1°So they kept the matter to themselves, questioning what this
rising from the dead could mean. **Then they asked him, “Why do the
scribes say that Elijah must come first?”” ?He said to them, “Elijah is
indeed coming first to restore all things. How then is it written about the
Son of Man, that he is to go through many sufferings and be treated with
contempt? *But I tell you that Elijah has come, and they did to him
whatever they pleased, as it is written about him.”

“When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them,
and some scribes arguing with them. **When the whole crowd saw him,
they were immediately overcome with awe, and they ran forward to greet
him. °He asked them, “What are you arguing about with

them?” Y’Someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought
you my son; he has a spirit that makes him unable to speak; ‘#and
whenever it seizes him, it dashes him down; and he foams and grinds his
teeth and becomes rigid; and | asked your disciples to cast it out, but they
could not do so.” ®He answered them, “You faithless generation, how
much longer must | be among you? How much longer must | put up with
you? Bring him to me.” 2And they brought the boy to him. When the



spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the
ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 2*Jesus asked the father,
“How long has this been happening to him?”” And he said, “From
childhood. %21t has often cast him into the fire and into the water, to
destroy him; but if you are able to do anything, have pity on us and help
us.” BJesus said to him, “If you are able! —All things can be done for
the one who believes.” *Immediately the father of the child cried out, “I
believe; help my unbelief!” 2When Jesus saw that a crowd came running
together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You spirit that
keeps this boy from speaking and hearing, | command you, come out of
him, and never enter him again!” 2After crying out and convulsing him
terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them
said, “He is dead.” 2’But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up,
and he was able to stand. 2When he had entered the house, his disciples
asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 2°He said to them,
“This kind can come out only through prayer.”

E: *¥They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not
want anyone to know it; 3*for he was teaching his disciples, saying to
them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will
kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” *?But they
did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.

F: 33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he
asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 3*But they were
silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the
greatest. **He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever
wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” *Then he took a
little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to
them, *“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me,
and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”

D: %John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in
your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following

us.” **But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of
power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of

me. ““Whoever is not against us is for us. “For truly I tell you, whoever
gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ
will by no means lose the reward.

E: ““If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones
who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were
hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. “®If your hand



causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed
than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. “*And
if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter
life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. ’And if your
eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the
kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown
into hell, *where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.
#9“For everyone will be salted with fire. *°Salt is good; but if salt has lost
its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at
peace with one another.”

F: He left that place and went to the region of Judea and beyond the
Jordan. And crowds again gathered around him; and, as was his custom,
he again taught them.

2Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man
to divorce his wife?” *He answered them, “What did Moses command
you?” *They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of
dismissal and to divorce her.” *But Jesus said to them, “Because of your
hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. ®But from the
beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.” "*For this
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his

wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” So they are no longer two,
but one flesh. °Therefore what God has joined together, let no one
separate.”

©Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. *He
said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits
adultery against her; ?2and if she divorces her husband and marries
another, she commits adultery.”

D: People were bringing little children to him in order that he might
touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. **But when Jesus
saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come
to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of
God belongs. **Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of
God as a little child will never enter it.” *8And he took them up in his
arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon



Hymn of the Day My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
(for music, see Hymn 597 in the Red Hymnal)

1. My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
no merit of my own I claim,
but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

Refrain: On Christ, the solid rock, | stand;
all other ground is sinking sand.

2. When darkness veils his lovely face,
I rest on his unchanging grace;
in ev’ry high and stormy gale
my anchor holds within the veil.  Refrain

3. His oath, his covenant, his blood
sustain me in the raging flood;
when all supports are washed away,
he then is all my hope and stay.  Refrain

4. When he shall come with trumpet sound,
oh, may I then in him be found,
clothed in his righteousness alone,
redeemed to stand before the throne! Refrain

Text: Edward Mote, Music John B. Dykes

Nicene Creed

P: Let us confirm our faith with the Nicene Creed

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the virgin Mary and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again, in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. Please conclude
your petition with: Lord in your mercy,

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

T MEAL fr

Special Music

Hymn of Thanksgiving Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord
For music turn to page 35 in the Blue Hymnal

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,

that we may be fed with the bread of life.

Gather the hopes and dreams of all;

unite them with the prayers we offer now.

Grace our table with your presence, Lord,

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.




Offering Prayer
P: Let us pray: Jesus, you are the bread of life,

C: and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that we have gathered
that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with this
holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in
your name. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their
hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,that renewed in the gift
of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join in their unending hymn:

(Isaiah 6:3 - spoken)

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

P: In the night in which he was handed over...
(concluding) ... Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion
P: Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come!

Communion Distribution

Welcome to the Lord’s Supper! All who are baptized are invited to receive
communion. Please pick up a communion glass as you come forward to the
altar. You will receive bread from the communion assistant. (If you need a
gluten free wafer please tell the assistant.) The pastor will pour wine into your
glass. If you prefer grape juice it is prefilled in the individual glasses. As we
commune together everyone is invited to sing the following hymns:

Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal)

599 Lord Jesus, Think on Me (Red Hymnal)

534 Savior, Again to Your Dear Name (Songbook Binder)

Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say:

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

A: Let us pray: Generous God, at this table we have tasted your
immeasurable grace. As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread,
now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the name of Jesus, the Bread
of Life.

C: Amen.

i  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed.

God bless you and keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with
courage, and give you peace.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn On Our Way Rejoicing
(For music see Hymn 537 in the Red Hymnal)

1. On our way rejoicing
gladly let us go.
Christ, our Lord has conquered;
Vanquished is the foe.



Christ without, our safety;
Christ within, our joy;
who, if we be faithful,

can our hope destroy?

Refrain: On our way rejoicing;
as we forward move,
hearken to our praises,
O blest God of love!

2. Unto God the Father
joyful songs we sing;
unto God the Savior
thankful hearts we bring;
unto God the Spirit
bow we and adore,
on our say rejoicing
now and evermore. Refrain

Text: John S.B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt. Music: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.

Worship assistants TODAY:
Greeters and Ushers ~ Rob Stroup

Acolyte Alyssa Young

Altar Care Linn Griffo
Communion Assistant  Sally Mansfield
Counters Mary and Greg Zuege
Coffee Hour Sue Kaufmann

Worship assistants for next Sunday, February 25
Greeters and Ushers Bruce and Connie Stevenson
Acolyte Thomas Bullwinkle
Counters Bill and Katy Stimmel
Coffee Hour
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