
 

 

The Kingdom Grows  

The Resistance Grows 
January 31, 2021  10:30 Service of the Word 

 

Jesus is getting more famous.  He’s bringing the kingdom of God into 

reality!  Good news!.. but not for everyone.  Earlier in Mark’s gospel 

we’ve met resistance from those who do not like what Jesus is doing.  

Today we see the stakes are getting higher.  Those who dare to speak 

God’s truth may end up paying the ultimate price. 

 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
This order of worship is designed to accompany what is happening live 

on Zoom.  In order to make things work smoothly please keep your 

computer’s microphone off unless you have a speaking part.  It may be 

helpful to use a headset or earbuds to minimize feedback.  You are 

welcome to use the chat feature to ask questions or provide feedback.  

Following worship we will have a time for those who would like to chat.   

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



 GATHERING     
 

Prelude and Announcements 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,  

whose voice is upon the waters,  

whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 

whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 

P: Holy God, 

C: you search us and know us. 

You are acquainted with all our ways. 

We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin- 

our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 

We turn inward, failing to follow your love outward. 

We distrust those who are not like us. 

We exploit the earth and its resources  

and fail to consider generations to come. 

Forgive us, gracious God, 

for all we have done and left undone. 

Even before the words are on our tongues, 

you know them; 

receive them in your divine mercy.  

Amen. 

 

P: How vast is God’s grace! 

Through the power and promise of Christ Jesus, 

our sins are washed away 

and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 

Indeed, we are forgiven. 

In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 

we are called to be the beloved community 

living out Christ’s justice 

and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 



Gathering Hymn  Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 

(For music see Hymn 553 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 

   Christ, the true and only light, 

    Sun of righteousness, arise, 

    triumph o’er the shades of night; 

    Dayspring from on high, be near; 

    Day-star, in my heart appear. 
 

2. Dark and cheerless is the morn 

    unaccompanied by thee; 

    joyless is the day’s return, 

    till thy mercy’s beams I see, 

    till they inward light impart, 

    glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
 

3. Visit then this soul of mine, 

    pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 

    fill me, radiancy divine, 

    scatter all my unbelief; 

    more and more thyself display, 

    shining to the perfect day. 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788. Music: J.G. Werner, Choralbuch, 1815 

 
Greeting  (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Gathering Dialog  (John 1) 

P: In the beginning was the Word, 

C: and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

P: In the Word was life, 

C: and the life was the light of all people. 

P: The Word became flesh and lived among us, 

C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray… 

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant 

presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior.  Bring 

wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, 



that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
 

 WORD    
 

First Reading Isaiah 61:1-3 

B: The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,  

    because the Lord has anointed me;  

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,  

    to bind up the brokenhearted,  

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

    and release to the prisoners;  
2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor,  

    and the day of vengeance of our God;  

    to comfort all who mourn;  
3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

    to give them a garland instead of ashes,  

the oil of gladness instead of mourning,  

    the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.  

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

    the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Scripture Poetry  Psalm 141 (read responsively) 

C: Hurry, Lord!  I call and call! 

    Listen!  I plead with you. 

    Let my prayer rise like incense, 

    my upraised hands, like an evening sacrifice. 

    Lord, guard my lips, 

    watch my every word. 

    Let me never speak evil 

    or consider hateful deeds, 

    let me never join the wicked 

    to eat their lavish meals. 

    If the just correct me, 

    I take their rebuke as kindness, 

    but the unction of the wicked 

    will never touch my head. 

    I pray and pray 



    against their hateful ways. 

    Let them be thrown  

    against a rock in judgment, 

    then they will know 

    I spoke the truth. 

    Then they will say, 

    “Our bones like broken upon the ground, 

    scattered at the grave’s edge.”  

    Lord, my God, I turn to you, 

    in you I find safety. 

    Do not strip me of life. 

    Do not spring on me 

    the traps of the wicked. 

    Let evildoers get tangled 

    in their own nets, 

    but let me escape. 

 
Second Reading Ephesians 4:1-6 

D: I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of 

the calling to which you have been called, 
2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another 

in love, 3making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called 

to the one hope of your calling, 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one 

God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation (Mark 6:2) 

C: Alleluia.  On the Sabbath Jesus began to teach in the synagogue, 

and many who heard him were astounded.  Alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading  Mark 6:1-30 
The gospel is announced:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 6th chapter. 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 

[Jesus] left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples 

followed him. 2On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and 

many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did this man 

get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds 

of power are being done by his hands! 3Is not this the carpenter, the son 



of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are 

not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. 4Then Jesus 

said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown, 

and among their own kin, and in their own house.” 5And he could do no 

deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people 

and cured them. 6And he was amazed at their unbelief. 

Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7He called the twelve 

and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the 

unclean spirits. 8He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except 

a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; 9but to wear sandals 

and not to put on two tunics. 10He said to them, “Wherever you enter a 

house, stay there until you leave the place. 11If any place will not 

welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the 

dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” 12So they went out 

and proclaimed that all should repent. 13They cast out many demons, and 

anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 
14King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some 

were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for 

this reason these powers are at work in him.” 15But others said, “It is 

Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of 

old.” 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has 

been raised.” 
17For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put 

him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because 

Herod had married her. 18For John had been telling Herod, “It is not 

lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19And Herodias had a grudge 

against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20for Herod 

feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he 

protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he 

liked to listen to him. 21But an opportunity came when Herod on his 

birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders 

of Galilee. 22When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she 

pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for 

whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 23And he solemnly swore to her, 

“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24She 

went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, 

“The head of John the baptizer.” 25Immediately she rushed back to the 

king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the 

Baptist on a platter.” 26The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for 

his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27Immediately 

the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He 

went and beheaded him in the prison, 28brought his head on a platter, and 



gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29When his 

disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a 

tomb. 

    The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him about all they had 

done and taught. 
After the reading:  

P: The gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Children’s Sermon 

 
Sermon 

 
Hymn of the Day  Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak 

(For music see Hymn 676 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Lord, speak to us, that we may speak 

    in living echoes of your tone; 

    as you have sought, so let us seek 

    your straying children, lost and lone. 
 

2. Oh, lead us, Lord, that we may lead 

    the wand’ring and the wav’ring feet; 

    oh, feed us, Lord, that we may feed 

    your hung’ring ones with manna sweet. 
 

3. Oh, teach us, Lord, that we may teach 

    the precious truths which you impart; 

    and wing our words, that they may reach 

    the hidden depths of many-a heart. 
 

4. Oh, fill us with your fullness, Lord, 

    until our very hearts o’erflow 

    in kindling thought and glowing word, 

    your love to tell, your praise to show. 
 

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt. Music: Robert Schumann, 1810-1856 

 
Response to the Word 

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. 

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised 

Holy Spirit. 
 



E: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

E: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

C: pray in the Holy Spirit.        (Jude 20) 
 

E: Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21) 
 

E: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

C: Everything old has passed away; 

behold, everything has become new!  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 

 

 PRAYER     
 

Prayers of Intercession 

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  These three 

petitions will be read by people in the congregation: 
 

 

 

 



A: Compassionate God, we praise you for each day of health and well-

being, and we pray for all who are sick or suffering. Comfort those with 

mental illness or emotional distress, those institutionalized, or living on 

the streets, or residing in our homes.  Lord in your mercy… 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

B:  We pray for the spread of the gospel.  We ask that your kingdom may 

be made real throughout this world.  Guide our efforts in this work.  Be 

with the missionaries we support: the Rev. Karen Anderson in Chile and 

the Rev. Matthew Nickoloff in Rochester.  Lord in your mercy… 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

E:   Bountiful God, we praise you for continuously creating the earth and 

nourishing its creatures. We pray that you restore lands and waters that 

have been harmed by human misuse. Raise up advocates for an 

ecological way of life, and guide us toward an appropriate use of 

government in preserving the earth’s natural resources.  Lord in your 

mercy…  

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

The pastor concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 
Peace 

A: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

A: We share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with messages of Christ’s peace. 

 
Special Music 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 



    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen 

 

 

  SENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: God the creator strengthen you; 

Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter keep in you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn    The Lord Now Sends Us Forth 

(For music see Hymn 538 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. The Lord now sends us forth 

    with hands to serve and give, 

    to make of all the earth 

    a better place to live. (Repeat Verse) 
 

2. The angels are not sent 

    into our world of pain 

    to do what we were meant 

    to do in Jesus’ name; 

    that falls to you and me 

    and all who are made free. 

    Help us, O Lord, we pray, 

    to do your will today.  (Repeat Verse) 
 

Text: Jose Aguiar; tr. Gerhard Cartford. Music: Attr. Pedro Infante 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 
 

Office Hours 

Pastor Jon anticipates being in the office: 

Monday – morning and afternoon 

Tuesday –afternoon  

Wednesday –afternoon 

Thursday - morning 

He can be available other times by appointment.  Please call the church: 

(585) 924-5192 or pastor’s cell: (585) 281-3595 

Church Playground – Girl Scout Gold Project Can & Bottle 

Collection 

Kelsey Sackett is working to replace the church playground for her Girl 

Scout Gold Award project.  Please consider donating your deposit bottles 

and cans to help pay for it.  A collection bin is in the old entrance room. 

2021 Annual Meeting 

The 2021 annual congregational meeting is today after worship.  It will 

take place via Zoom; being a continuation of the same link we used for 

worship.  There will be the usual items on the agenda: review of reports, 

elections for church council, and the church budget.  If you have any 

questions please talk to Pastor Jon before the meeting. 

Offering Envelopes 

2021 offering envelopes are available on a table in the gathering area.  

You can stop by church and pick yours up.  If you need access to the 

building and don’t remember the code for the key please ask Pastor Jon. 

Food Cupboard News 

December was record-breaking! Not including the Christmas food 

baskets, we gave out 1062 boxes to 990 households. 273 seniors, 1,324 

adults and 914 children.  

We are planning for a January 30th mass distribution of food and can 

use: Bear Creek soup mixes, any type of soup crackers and frozen 

veggies.  

The office will continue to be open Mondays and Wednesdays 8 am to 4 

pm and by appointment for donation drop off. 

We will continue our drive thru food distributions on Wednesdays 2 to 4 

p.m.  Other opportunities to receive food this month at times convenient 

for people who work during the day will be posted on Facebook.  

Our appointment line is temporarily shut down, until the first week in 

March. We will post on Facebook mid-February with an exact date for 

re-starting and the appointment line number again.  If you are in 

emergency food need please call (585)924-2720.   

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2021 copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
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