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The Prophets - Haggai

July18, 2021 10:30 Holy Communion

The prophet Haggai gives us insight into the time after the Jews
experienced exile in Babylon. Babylon, the mighty empire that grew fast
and threatened everything, collapsed as quickly as it began. The Persians
conquered it several decades after Babylon destroyed Jerusalem. In short
time the Jews were allowed to return and rebuild. However, rebuilding
was not going smoothly. Haggai’s words call on the people to get their
priorities back on God.

Welcome to worship today!
Please observe social distancing and remain conscious of the need to
prevent the spread of infectious disease. In this bulletin is an insert that
will be used to determine today’s attendance. It will also help to identify
who was here if contact tracing is necessary. Please fill it out and place
it in the offering plate.



1  GATHERING

Prelude and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
the God of manna,

the God of miracles,

the God of mercy.

C: Amen.

P: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.

Silence for reflection.

P: God, our provider,

C: help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.

We question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world
in which we live.

We turn to our own understanding

rather than trusting in you.

We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.

Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life

and feed us for life in the world.

Amen.

P: Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are
forgiven and loved into abundant life.

C: Amen.



Gathering Hymn All Things Bright and Beautiful
(For music see Hymn 767 in the Blue Hymnal)

Refrain All things bright and beautiful,
all creatures great and small,
all things wise and wonderful,
the Lord God made them all.

1. Each little flower that opens,
each little bird that sings,
God made their glowing colors,
God made their tiny wings. Refrain

2. The purple headed mountains,
the river running by,
the sunset, and the morning
that brightens up the sky. Refrain

3. The cold wind in the winter,
the pleasant summer sun,
the ripe fruits in the garden,
God made them ev’ry one. Refrain

4. God gave us eyes to see them,
and lips that we might tell
how great is God Almighty,
who has made all things well. Refrain

Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818-1895, alt. Music: English tune, 17" cent. adapt. Martin Shaw, 1875-1958

Greeting (2 Corinthians 13:13)

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people,
faithfully feeding and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a
whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.




i WORD -

First Reading Haggai 1
B: In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, on the first day

of the month, the word of the LORD came by the prophet Haggai to
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of
Jehozadak, the high priest: 2Thus says the LORD of hosts: These people
say the time has not yet come to rebuild the Lord’s house. *Then the
word of the LORD came by the prophet Haggai, saying: “Is it a time for
you yourselves to live in your paneled houses, while this house lies in
ruins? °Now therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider how you
have fared. ®You have sown much, and harvested little; you eat, but you
never have enough; you drink, but you never have your fill; you clothe
yourselves, but no one is warm; and you that earn wages earn wages to
put them into a bag with holes. "Thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider
how you have fared. 8Go up to the hills and bring wood and build the
house, so that | may take pleasure in it and be honored, says

the LORD. °You have looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and
when you brought it home, | blew it away. Why? says the LORD of hosts.
Because my house lies in ruins, while all of you hurry off to your own
houses. °Therefore the heavens above you have withheld the dew, and
the earth has withheld its produce. **And | have called for a drought on
the land and the hills, on the grain, the new wine, the oil, on what the soil
produces, on human beings and animals, and on all their labors.

12Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, and Joshua son of Jehozadak, the
high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of

the LORD their God, and the words of the prophet Haggai, as

the LORD their God had sent him; and the people feared

the LORD. **Then Haggai, the messenger of the LORD, spoke to the
people with the Lord’s message, saying, I am with you, says

the LORD. **And the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel son of
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua son of Jehozadak,
the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they
came and worked on the house of the LORD of hosts, their God.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.



Scripture Poetry Psalm 85:8-13 (read responsively)
D: | listen to God speaking:
“I, the Lord, speak peace,
peace to my faithful people
who turn their hearts to me.”
C: Salvation is coming near,
glory is filling our land.
D: Love and fidelity embrace,
peace and justice kiss.
C: Fidelity sprouts from the earth,
justice leans down from heaven.
D: The Lord pours out riches,
our land springs to life.
C: Justice clears God’s path.
justice points the way.

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

E: [Paul writes] “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same

Spirit; ®and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; ®and there
are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them
in everyone. 'To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the
same Spirit, °to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of
healing by the one Spirit, °to another the working of miracles, to another
prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds
of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are
activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually
just as the Spirit chooses.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (1 Corinthians 12:4)
C: Alleluia. There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. Alleluia.




Gospel Reading John 15:1-8

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 15" chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

[Jesus said] I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears
fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. *You have already been
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. *Abide in me as | abide
in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. °l am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and | in them bear much fruit, because
apart from me you can do nothing. ®*Whoever does not abide in me is
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. ’If you abide in me, and my words abide
in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my
disciples.

After the reading:

P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day All My Relatives
(for music please turn to Hymn 52 in the Songbook)
1. Listen my sister, listen my brother,
so many features, so many colors;
I have not loved you like I should love you
if | believe that God is love.

Refrain
Ev’ry face, All My Relatives.
Ev’ry race, All My Relatives.
Ev’ry place, All My Relatives.
Hear creation sing,
one with ev’ry thing.



2. Where there is hurting, we share the hurting.
Where there is justice, we share the justice.
Where there is praising, we share the praising.
If we believe that God is love. Refrain

3. Where there is suff’ ring, we share the suff’ring.
Where there is praising, we share the praising.
Where there is freedom, we share the freedom
If we believe that God is love. Refrain

Text and Music Copyright 1992 Dakota Road Music, CCLI Song# 1763486

Apostles’ Creed
P: We join in confessing our faith with the Apostles’ Creed.

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. These three
petitions will be read by people in the congregation:

A: We pray for the safety of the athletes at the Olympics. Cultivate
among them a spirit of friendly camaraderie, and protect the residences
of Tokyo from COVID contagion. Lord in your mercy...



C: Hear our prayer.

B: Where the pandemic recedes, renew the worship and revive the
ministries of your churches. Where throughout the world the pandemic
rages, uphold your people with the strength of your word. Be with the
missionaries we support: the Revs. Karen Anderson and Matthew
Nickoloff. Lord in your mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

E: Embrace all who are lonely or abandoned. Protect teenage runaways,
and house any who are homeless. Grant acceptance to quarreling family
members. Bless all governmental and church agencies of care with
sufficient resources for their tasks. Lord in your mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Peace

A: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

A: We share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with messages of Christ’s peace.

T MEAL Ar

Special Music

Offering Prayer

P: Let us pray:

C: Jesus, Bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to this feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.

Make us to be what we receive here,

your body for the life of the world.

Amen



Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow;
and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken)

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.
This is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,



and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Communion Distribution

Welcome to the Lord’s Supper! All who are baptized are invited to receive
communion. The pastor will bring a wafer to you and place it in your hands.
The communion assistant will follow with a tray of grape juice or wine. If you
need a gluten free option please tell the pastor.

Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say:

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

F: Letus pray: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table
more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal,

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name
we pray.

C: Amen.

i  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: The blessing of God,

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
be upon you now and forever.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn  For the Fruit of All Creation
(For music see Hymn 679 in the Red Hymnal)

1. For the fruit of all creation,
thanks be to God.
For these gifts to ev’ry nation,
thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth’s safe-keeping,
thanks be to God.



2. In the just reward of labor,

God’s will is done.

In the help we give our neighbor,
God’s will is done.

In our world-wide task of caring
for the hungry and despairing,
in the harvests we are sharing,
God’s will is done.

3. For the harvests of the Spirit,
thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit,
thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us,
for the truths that still confound us,
most of all, that love has found us,
thanks be to God.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000, text copyright 1970 Hope Publishing Company. Music: Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan
Williams, 1872-1958, arr. copyright Oxford University Press

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.



“Where have you been?
We called yeu a week ago.”
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National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications. Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2021 copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress
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