
 

 
 

The 5th Sunday After Pentecost 
July 2, 2023  8:30 & 10:30 Service of the Word 

 

In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of 

our thirst for God.  Jesus offers living water, a sign of God’s grace 

flowing from the waters of baptism.  The early church used this gospel 

and those of the next two Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection during 

the final days of preparation before baptism at Easter.  As we journey to 

the resurrection feast, Christ comes among us in word, bath, and meal – 

offering us the life-giving water of God’s mercy and forgiveness.     
-from Sundays and Seasons 2023 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the 

back of the sanctuary. 

 

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand.  

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



 GATHERING     
 

Prelude and Announcements 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who greets us in this and every 

season, whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 

Merciful God,  

C: we confess that we have sinned. 

We have hurt our community. 

We have squandered your blessings. 

We have hoarded your bounty. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Righteous God, 

C: we confess that we have sinned. 

We have failed to be honest. 

We have lacked the courage to speak. 

We have spoken falsely. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 

God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: 

you are freed and forgiven in the name of Jesus the Christ. 

C: Amen 

 
Gathering Hymn  Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory 

(For music see Hymn 890 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 

    he is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are 

stored; 

   he has loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword; 

    his truth is marching on. 
 

 



Refrain Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 

Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 

Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 

His truth is marching on. 
 

2. He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; 

    he is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgement seat. 

    Oh be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant, my feet! 

    Our God is marching on.  Refrain 
 

3. In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, 

    with a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me. 

    As he died to make men holy, let us die* to make men free, 

    while God is marching on. Refrain 
 

* As originally written.  Many modern hymnals substitute “live.” 

Text: Julia Ward Howe, 1819-1910.  Music: North American, 19th century 

 
Greeting  (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Gathering Dialog  (Deuteronomy 26, 11, 8) 

A: You are the treasured people of the Lord, 

C: a people holy to the Lord our God. 

A: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. 

C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, 

when you lie down and when you rise. 

A: One does not live by bread alone, 

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray… 

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and 

wash away our sin.  Give us this water always.  Bring us to drink from 

the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 



 WORD    
  

First Reading Exodus 17:1-7 

B: From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites 

journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at 

Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2The people 

quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to 

them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But 

the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against 

Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our 

children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the LORD, 

“What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone 

me.” 5The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take 

some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with 

which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of 

you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, 

so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of 

Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites 

quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Scripture Poetry  Psalm 32 (read responsively) 

D: Come, sing with joy to God, 

    shout to our savior, our rock. 

C: Enter God’s presence with praise, 

    enter with shouting and song. 

D: A great God is the Lord, 

    over the gods like a king. 

C: God cradles the depths of the earth, 

    holds fast the mountain peaks. 

D: God shaped the ocean and owns it, 

    formed the earth by hand.  

C: Come, bow down and worship, 

    kneel to the Lord our maker. 

    This is our God, our shepherd, 

    we are the flock led with care. 
 

D: Listen today to God’s voice: 

    “Harden no heart as at Meribah, 

    on that day in the desert at Massah. 

C: There your people tried me, 



    though they had seen my work. 

D: “Forty years with that lot! 

    I said: They are perverse, 

    they do not accept my ways. 

C: So I swore in my anger: 

    They shall not enter my rest.” 

 
Second Reading Romans 5:1-11 

E: [Paul writes]Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have 

obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope 

of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our 

sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance 

produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not 

disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though 

perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8But God 

proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for 

us. 9Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his 

blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 10For if 

while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of 

his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by 

his life. 11But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Reading    John 4:1-42 

N: Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard, “Jesus is 

making and baptizing more disciples than John” —although it was not 

Jesus himself but his disciples who baptized— he left Judea and started 

back to Galilee. 

But he had to go through Samaria. So he came to a Samaritan city called 

Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son 

Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was 

sitting by the well. It was about noon. A Samaritan woman came to draw 

water, and Jesus said to her,  

J: “Give me a drink.”  

N: (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.)  

The Samaritan woman said to him,  



W: “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?”  

N: (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.)  

Jesus answered her,  

J: “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give 

me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you 

living water.”  

N: The woman said to him,  

W: “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that 

living water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the 

well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?”  

N: Jesus said to her,  

J: “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those 

who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The 

water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up 

to eternal life.”  

N: The woman said to him, 

W: “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to 

keep coming here to draw water.”  

N: Jesus said to her,  

J: “Go, call your husband, and come back.”  

N: The woman answered him,  

W: “I have no husband.”  

N: Jesus said to her,  

J: “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five 

husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have 

said is true!”  

N: The woman said to him,  

W: “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this 

mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in 

Jerusalem.”  

N: Jesus said to her,  

J: “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the 

Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you 

do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the 

Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers 

will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as 

these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must 

worship in spirit and truth.”  

N: The woman said to him,  

W: “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he 

comes, he will proclaim all things to us.”  

N: Jesus said to her,  



J: “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 

N: Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was 

speaking with a woman, but no one said,  

C: “What do you want?”  

N: or,  

C: “Why are you speaking with her?”  

N: Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city.  

She said to the people,  

W: “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He 

cannot be the Messiah, can he?”  

N: They left the city and were on their way to him.  

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him,  

C: “Rabbi, eat something.”  

N: But he said to them,  

J: “I have food to eat that you do not know about.”  

N: So the disciples said to one another,  

C: “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?”  

N: Jesus said to them,  

J: “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his 

work. Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But 

I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for 

harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit 

for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here 

the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap 

that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have 

entered into their labor.”  

N: Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the 

woman’s testimony,  

W: “He told me everything I have ever done.”  

N: So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with 

them; and he stayed there two days. And many more believed because of 

his word.  

They said to the woman,  

C: “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we 

have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of 

the world.” 

N: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon   Nicodemus and the Samaritan Woman 

 



 
Hymn of the Day  This Is My Song 

(For music see Hymn 887 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. This is my song.  O God of all the nations, 

    a song of peace for lands afar and mine. 

    This is my home, the country where my heart is; 

    here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; 

    but other hearts in other lands are beating 

    with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.  
 

2. My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean, 

    and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine. 

    But other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 

    and skies are ev’rywhere as blue as mine. 

    So hear my song,  O God of all the nations, 

    a song of peace for their land and for mine. 
 

3. This is my prayer, O God of all earth’s kingdoms, 

    your kingdom come; on earth your will be done. 

    O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you, 

    and hearts united learn to live as one. 

    So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations; 

    myself I give you, let your will be done.   
 

Text: Lloyd Stone, 1912-1993, sts. 1-2; Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, st.3.  Music: Jean Sibelius, 1865-1957.  Text sts. 1-2 copyright 

1934, 1962 Lorenz Publishing Co., st. 3 copyright 1964 Lorenz Publishing Company.  Music copyright Breitkopf @ Hartel 

 
Response to the Word 

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. 

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised 

Holy Spirit. 
 

P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; 



    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

E: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

C: pray in the Holy Spirit.        (Jude 20) 
 

E: Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21) 
 

E: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

C: Everything old has passed away; 

behold, everything has become new!  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

P: Let us pray. 

O Lord our God, you have commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 

and have again brought us to your house of prayer to praise your 

goodness and ask for your gifts.  Accept now in your endless mercy the 

sacrifice of our worship and thanksgiving, and grant us those requests 

which will be wholesome for us.  Make us to be children of the light and 

of the day and heirs of your everlasting inheritance.  Remember, O Lord, 

according to the multitude of your mercies, your whole Church, and all 

who join with us in prayer, all our sisters and brothers wherever they 

may be in your vast kingdom who stand in need of your help and 

comfort.  Pour out upon them the riches of your mercy, so that we, 

redeemed in soul and body and steadfast in faith, may ever praise your 

wonderful and holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and always 

through all ages of ages.   

C: Amen    -Lutheran Book of Worship, Pg. 71 

 
Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 



 

 

 

 

 THANKSGIVING     
 

Special Music 

 
Hymn of Thanksgiving     

Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil 
For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

open to the seed of your Word. 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

where love can grow and peace is understood. 

When my heart is hard, 

break the stone away. 

When my heart is cold, 

warm it with the day. 

When my heart is lost, 

lead me on your way. 

Lord, let my heart, 

Lord, let my heart, 

Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc. 

 
Offering Prayer 

P: Let us pray: 

C: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth.  Day by day 

you shower us with blessings.  As you have raised us to new life in 

Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to 

respond to those in need, through Jesus our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 



and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 SENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: The God who calls across the cosmos 

and speaks in the smallest seed 

bless, keep, and sustain you 

now and to the end of the age. 

C: Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn O Beautiful for Spacious Skies 

(For music see Hymn 888 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 

    for purple mountain majesty above the fruited plain: 

    America! America! God shed his grace on thee, 

    and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea.  
 

2. O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife, 

    who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life: 

    America!  America! May God thy gold refine, 

    till all success be nobleness, and ev’ry gain divine. 
 

3. O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years 

    thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears: 

    America!  America! God mend thine ev’ry flaw, 

    confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law.   
 

Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929. Music: Samuel A Ward, 1848-1903 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

 

 



Worship assistants TODAY: 

Greeters and Ushers Gary Wood 

Acolyte 

Counters  Bruce and Connie Stevenson 

Coffee Hour  Ice Cream 

 

Worship assistants for next Sunday, July 9 

Greeters and Ushers Bruce and Connie Stevenson 

Acolyte    

Counters  Michele Myers and Helen Crown  

Coffee Hour  The Urbanics 

 
Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2023 copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 
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