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The 6" Sunday after Pentecost

July 20, 2025 10:30 Holy Communion

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are
occasionally overwhelmed by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus
urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We who
have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and
are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are
above.” To that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the
encouragement of God’s word.

-from Sundays and Seasons 2025

Welcome to worship today!
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand.

The Zoom feed for this service is available in the nursery.



1  GATHERING T

Prelude and Announcements

Gathering Hymn  Lord I Lift Your Name on High
(For music turn to Hymn 23 in the Songbook binder)

1. Lord I lift your name on high;
Lord I love to sing your praises.
I’m so glad you’re in my life;
I’m so glad you came to save us.
You came from heaven to earth to show the way,
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay.
From the cross to the grave,
From the grave up to the sky,
Lord I lift your name on high!

2. Show us all your ways, oh Lord;
Teach us all your paths, oh Lord.
You’re the source of love and light;
Source of wisdom and of might.
Create a clean heart in me; renew my soul.
Cast me not away from you, Support, console.
I’m so glad you’re in my life.
Lord I love to sing your praise.
Lord I lift your name on high!

3. Lord I lift your name on high;
Lord I love to sing your praises.
I’m so glad you’re in my life;
I’m so glad you came to save us.
You came from heaven to earth to show the way,
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay.
From the cross to the grave,
From the grave up to the sky,
Lord I lift your name on high!

Text and music: Rick Founds; additional lyrics: Bev Nohe Deichman; copyright 1989 Maranatha Praise, Inc.; CCLI #2005258

Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen



P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.
In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith.

C: Amen

Hymn of Praise Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
(For music, turn to Hymn 836 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Joyful, joyful we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee,
praising thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
drive the gloom of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.

2. All thy works with joy surround thee,
earth and heav’n reflect thy rays,
stars and angels sing around thee,
center of unbroken praise.



Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird, and flowing fountain
call us to rejoice in thee.

3. Thou art giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
wellspring of the joy of living,
ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our brother,
all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other,
lift us to the joy divine!

©Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1933; Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives.
Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you,
and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

T WORD -

First Reading Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

B: “Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,

vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

"1, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, “applied my mind
to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an
unhappy business that God has given to human beings to be busy

with. "“I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is
vanity and a chasing after wind.

"I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I
must leave it to those who come after me '"—and who knows whether
they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I
toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. ’So I
turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my
labors under the sun, *'because sometimes one who has toiled with
wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another
who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. ’What do



mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the
sun? “For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation;
even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 49:1-12 (Read responsively)

D: Everyone, take heed,
all the world, listen,
high and low,
rich and poor alike.

C: I have wisdom you need to hear.
I see to the heart of things.

I tune my ear to the truth
and set my insight to music.

D: Why should I be afraid in bad times
when enemies surround me,
disdainful in their power,
arrogant in their wealth?

C: We cannot save ourselves,
cannot set things right with God;
the price is too high,
well beyond our means.

D: There is no escaping death,
no avoiding the grave.

Look, even the wisest die.
fools and idiots perish with them,
and others claim their wealth.

C: The grave is the only home
where they settle for good,
even if their land
still bears their name.

No matter how great,
no one sees the truth:
we die like beasts.

Second Reading Colossians 3:1-11

E: So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. “Set your minds on
things that are above, not on things that are on earth, *for you have died,
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. “When Christ who is your life
is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.



°Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). “On account of these
the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. 'These are the
ways you also once followed, when you were living that life.

‘But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and abusive language from your mouth. Do not lie to one
another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its
practices'’and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. ''In that
renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and
in all!

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (Matthew 5:3)
C: Alleluia. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven. Alleluia.

Gospel Reading Lukel2:1-21

The gospel is announced.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 12" chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

Meanwhile, when the crowd gathered by the thousands, so that they
trampled on one another, [Jesus] began to speak first to his disciples,
“Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees, that is, their hypocrisy. 2Nothing is
covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not
become known. *Therefore whatever you have said in the dark will be
heard in the light, and what you have whispered behind closed doors will
be proclaimed from the housetops. *“I tell you, my friends, do not fear
those who kill the body, and after that can do nothing more. *But I will
warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority
to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! ®Are not five sparrows sold for
two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten in God’s sight. "But even
the hairs of your head are all counted. Do not be afraid; you are of more
value than many sparrows. ¥And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges
me before others, the Son of Man also will acknowledge before the
angels of God; *but whoever denies me before others will be denied
before the angels of God. '°’And everyone who speaks a word against the
Son of Man will be forgiven; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy
Spirit will not be forgiven. '"When they bring you before the synagogues,
the rulers, and the authorities, do not worry about how you are to defend




yourselves or what you are to say; '*for the Holy Spirit will teach you at
that very hour what you ought to say.”

“Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the family inheritance with me.” "“But he said to him, “Friend,
who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” °And he said to them,
“Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life
does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” '°Then he told them a
parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. '’And he thought
to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my

crops?” '“Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and
build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. '"And
I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” *’But God said to him, ‘You fool! This
very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have
prepared, whose will they be?” ?'So it is with those who store up
treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

After the reading:

P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day Son of God, Eternal Savior
(For music see Hymn 655 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Son of God, eternal Savior,
source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us
hallows all our human race,
you our head, who, throned in glory,
for your own will ever plead;
fill us with your love and pity,
heal our wrong, and help our need.

2. As you, Lord, have lived for others,
so may we for others live.
Freely have your gifts been granted;
freely may your servants give.
Yours the gold and yours the silver,
yours the wealth of land and sea;



we but stewards of your bounty
held in solemn trust will be.

3. Come, O Christ, and reign among us,
King of love and Prince and peace;
hush the storm of strife and passion,
bid its cruel discords cease.

By your patient years of toiling,

by you silent hours of pain,

quench our fevered thirst of pleasure,
stem our selfish greed of gain.

4. Son of God, eternal Savior,
source of life and truth and grace,
Word may flesh, whose birth among us
hallows all our human race:
by your praying, by your willing
that your people should be one,
grant, oh grant our hope’s fruition:
here on earth your will be done.

Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932. Music: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr. Julius Rontgen,
1855-1932

Apostles’ Creed
P: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed.

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,



and the life everlasting. Amen,

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: We share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

Special Music and Gathering of Prayers and Offerings

You are invited to write a prayer concern on the small blank slip of paper in
your worship bulletin. This slip will be collected by the ushers in the offering
plates. The concerns raised will be prayed for later in the service.

T MEAL Ar

Hymn of Thanksgiving Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord
For music turn to page 35 in the Blue Hymnal

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,

that we may be fed with the bread of life.

Gather the hopes and dreams of all;

unite them with the prayers we offer now.

Grace our table with your presence, Lord,

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Issues raised by the congregation are prayed for.

The prayer concludes:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
C: Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.




P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow;
and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken)

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.
This is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Come, the Lord invites all people to the table.




Communion Distribution

Welcome to the Lord’s Supper! All who are baptized are invited to receive
communion. We use wheat bread and wine for communion. If you would prefer
a gluten free wafer instead of bread please tell the communion assistant. Also, if
you prefer grape juice to wine, it is available pre-filled in the individual glasses.
As we commune together everyone is invited to sing the following hymns:

Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal)

445 Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters (Red Hymnal)

446 I'm Going on a Journey (Red Hymnal)

Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say:

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

A: Let us pray:

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us
through this give in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

1 SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn_Lift High the Cross
(For music turn to Hymn 660 in the Red Hymnal)

Refrain Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
till all the world adore his sacred name.

1. Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod,
our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain



2. All newborn servants of the Crucified
bear on their brows the seal of him who died. Refrain

3. O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
As thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refiain

4. So shall our song of triumph ever be:
praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

Text: George W. Kitchin; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, Music: Sydney Nickolson, Copyright 1974 Hope Publishing Company

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.

Worship assistants TODAY:
Greeters and Ushers ~ Mary and Greg Zuege

Acolyte Alyssa Young

Altar Care Linda Flood
Communion Assistants Emma Deibler
Counters Mary and Greg Zuege
Coffee Hour Christmas in July

Worship assistants for next Sunday, July 27
Greeters and Ushers ~ John and Linda Thompson

Acolyte Charlotte Stroup
Counters John and Linda Thompson
Coffee Hour

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States, unless otherwise noted. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994,
Liturgical Training Publications..
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Dr. William Shi, Pianist



