
 

 

 

 
 

 

The 4th Sunday After   Pentecost 
July 3, 2022  10:30 Holy Communion 

 

Today we read a long collection of Jesus’ teachings about patience, 

readiness, and the cost of discipleship.  Jesus’ teachings bring people to 

health and wholeness of life.  But many do not want to hear it.  Jesus 

knew that following him wouldn’t be easy.  His words are both a 

warning and an encouragement to us who follow him.  

 

Welcome to worship today! 
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the 

back of the sanctuary. 

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



 GATHERING     
 

Prelude and Announcements 

 
Gathering Hymn   O Beautiful for Spacious Skies 

(For music see Hymn 888 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 

    for purple mountain majesty above the fruited plain: 

    America! America! God shed his grace on thee, 

    and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea.  
 

2. O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife, 

    who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life: 

    America!  America! May God thy gold refine, 

    till all success be nobleness, and ev’ry gain divine. 
 

3. O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years 

    thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears: 

    America!  America! God mend thine ev’ry flaw, 

    confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law.   
 

Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929. Music: Samuel A Ward, 1848-1903 

 
Apostles’ Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love endures 

forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
(A moment of silence for reflection) 

P: Merciful God,  

C: we confess that we have not followed your path  

but have chosen our own way. 

Instead of putting others before ourselves, 

we long to take the best seats at the table. 

When met by those in need, 

we have too often passed by on the other side. 

Set us again on the path of life. 



Save us from ourselves 

and free us to love our neighbors.  

Amen. 

P: Hear the good news! 

God does not deal with us according to our sins 

but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

You are free to love as God loves. 

C: Amen 

 
Hymn of Praise   Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 
(For music, turn to Hymn 836 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Joyful, joyful we adore thee,  

    God of glory, Lord of love! 

    Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee,  

    praising thee, their sun above. 

    Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,  

    drive the gloom of doubt away. 

    Giver of immortal gladness, 

    fill us with the light of day. 
 

2. All thy works with joy surround thee, 

    earth and heav’n reflect thy rays, 

    stars and angels sing around thee, 

    center of unbroken praise. 

    Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

    flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 

    chanting bird, and flowing fountain 

    call us to rejoice in thee. 
 

3. Thou art giving and forgiving, 

    ever blessing, ever blest, 

    wellspring of the joy of living, 

    ocean depth of happy rest! 

    Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 

    all who live in love are thine; 

    teach us how to love each other, 

    lift us to the joy divine! 
 

©Text:  Henry van Dyke, 1852-1933; Tune:  Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt. 

 
 



Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray… 

O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world.  

Feed us with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from 

you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 WORD    
 

First Reading  Luke 12:1-34 

B: Meanwhile, when the crowd gathered by the thousands, so that they trampled 

on one another, he began to speak first to his disciples, “Beware of the yeast of 

the Pharisees, that is, their hypocrisy. 2Nothing is covered up that will not be 

uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. 3Therefore whatever 

you have said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have 

whispered behind closed doors will be proclaimed from the housetops. 4“I tell 

you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that can do 

nothing more. 5But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has 

killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! 6Are not five 

sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten in God’s 

sight. 7But even the hairs of your head are all counted. Do not be afraid; you are 

of more value than many sparrows. 8“And I tell you, everyone who 

acknowledges me before others, the Son of Man also will acknowledge before 

the angels of God; 9but whoever denies me before others will be denied before 

the angels of God. 10And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man 

will be forgiven; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be 

forgiven. 11When they bring you before the synagogues, the rulers, and the 

authorities, do not worry about how you are to defend yourselves or what you 

are to say; 12for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that very hour what you ought 

to say.” 
13Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

family inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a 

judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your 

guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance 

of possessions.” 16Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man 

produced abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have 

no place to store my crops?’ 18Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my 

barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my 

goods. 19And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 

many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This 

very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have 

prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So it is with those who store up treasures for 

themselves but are not rich toward God.” 



22He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 

what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. 23For life is more 

than food, and the body more than clothing. 24Consider the ravens: they neither 

sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of 

how much more value are you than the birds! 25And can any of you by worrying 

add a single hour to your span of life? 26If then you are not able to do so small a 

thing as that, why do you worry about the rest? 27Consider the lilies, how they 

grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was 

not clothed like one of these. 28But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which 

is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he 

clothe you—you of little faith! 29And do not keep striving for what you are to eat 

and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. 30For it is the nations of 

the world that strive after all these things, and your Father knows that you need 

them. 31Instead, strive for his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as 

well. 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 

you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for 

yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief 

comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Scripture Poetry  Psalm 103 (read responsively) 

D: My soul, bless the Lord, 

    bless God’s holy name! 

C: My soul, bless the Lord, 

    hold dear all God’s gifts! 

D: Bless God, who forgives your sin 

    and heals every illness,  

C: who snatches you from death 

    and enfolds you with tender care, 

D: who fills your life with richness 

    and gives you an eagle’s strength.   
 

C: The Lord, who works justice 

    and defends the oppressed, 

D: teaches Moses and Israel 

    divine ways and deeds. 

C: The Lord is tender and caring, 

    slow to anger, rich in love. 

D: God will not accuse us long, 

    nor bring our sins to trial, 

C: nor exact from us in kind 

    what our sins deserve. 



D: As high as heaven above earth, 

    so great is God’s love for believers. 

    As far as east from west, 

    so God removes our sins. 

C: As tender as father to child, 

    so gentle is God to believers. 

    The Lord knows how we are made, 

    remembers we are dust. 

D: Our days pass by like grass, 

    our prime like a flower in bloom. 

C: A wind comes, the flower goes, 

    empty now its place. 

D: God’s love is from all ages, 

    God’s justice beyond all time 

    for believers of each generation: 

C: those who keep the covenant, 

    who take care to live the law. 
 

D: The Lord reigns from heaven, 

    rules over all there is. 

C: Bless the Lord, you angels, 

    strong and quick to obey, 

    attending to God’s word. 

D: Bless the Lord, you powers, 

    eager to serve God’s will. 

C: Bless the Lord, you creatures, 

    everywhere under God’s rule. 

    My soul, bless the Lord! 

 
Second Reading Luke 12:35-13:9 

E:  35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are 

waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may 

open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those 

slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will 

fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve 

them. 38If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them 

so, blessed are those slaves. 39“But know this: if the owner of the house had 

known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be 

broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

unexpected hour.” 
41Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for everyone?” 42And 

the Lord said, “Who then is the faithful and prudent manager whom his master 

will put in charge of his slaves, to give them their allowance of food at the 



proper time? 43Blessed is that slave whom his master will find at work when he 

arrives. 44Truly I tell you, he will put that one in charge of all his 

possessions. 45But if that slave says to himself, ‘My master is delayed in 

coming,’ and if he begins to beat the other slaves, men and women, and to eat 

and drink and get drunk, 46the master of that slave will come on a day when he 

does not expect him and at an hour that he does not know, and will cut him in 

pieces, and put him with the unfaithful. 47That slave who knew what his master 

wanted, but did not prepare himself or do what was wanted, will receive a severe 

beating. 48But the one who did not know and did what deserved a beating will 

receive a light beating. From everyone to whom much has been given, much 

will be required; and from the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more 

will be demanded. 49“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were 

already kindled! 50I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I 

am under until it is completed! 51Do you think that I have come to bring peace to 

the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52From now on five in one 

household will be divided, three against two and two against three; 53they will be 

divided: father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and 

daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and 

daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
54He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 

immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. 55And when you see the 

south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it 

happens. 56You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth 

and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time? 57“And 

why do you not judge for yourselves what is right? 58Thus, when you go with 

your accuser before a magistrate, on the way make an effort to settle the case, or 

you may be dragged before the judge, and the judge hand you over to the 

officer, and the officer throw you in prison. 59I tell you, you will never get out 

until you have paid the very last penny.” 
 

F: At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans 

whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2He asked them, “Do you 

think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners 

than all other Galileans? 3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all 

perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam 

fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others 

living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish 

just as they did.” 
6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he 

came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See 

here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find 

none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it 

alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears 

fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 



Children’s Sermon 

 
Sermon 

 
Hymn of the Day          Jesus Calls Us; O’er the Tumult 
(For music turn to Hymn 696 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1.  Jesus call us; o’er the tumult 

    of our life’s wild, restless sea, 

    Day by day his clear voice sounding, 

    Saying, “Christian, follow me.”  
 

2.  As of old St. Andrew heard it  

     by the Galilean lake,  

     turned from home and toil and kindred,  

     leaving all for his dear sake. 
 

3.  Jesus calls us from the worship 

     of the vain world’s golden store, 

     from each idol that would keep us, 

     saying “Christian, love me more.” 
 

4.  In our joys and in our sorrows,  

     days of toil and hours of ease, 

     still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 

     “Christian, love me more than these.” 
 

5. Jesus calls us! In your mercy, 

    Savior, make us hear your call, 

    give our hearts to your obedience, 

    serve and love you best of all. 
 

Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1823-1895; Tune: William H. Jude, 1851-1922 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

P: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 



into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Church 

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  Please conclude 

your petition with: Lord in your mercy, 

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer. 
The pastor concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: We share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

 

 MEAL     
 

Special Music 

 
Hymn of Thanksgiving    Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord 
For music turn to page 35 in the Blue Hymnal 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 

unite them with the prayers we offer now. 

Grace our table with your presence, Lord, 

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 

Offering Prayer 

P: Let us pray.  God of abundance: 



C: you have set before us a plentiful harvest.  As we feast on your 

goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear 

fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death 

and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow; 

and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken) 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

P: In the night in which he was handed over … 

 Concluding…  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 

P: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.  Come to the banquet.  

 



Communion Distribution 
Welcome to the Lord’s Supper!  All who are baptized are invited to receive 

communion.  We use wheat bread and wine for communion.  If you would prefer 

a gluten free wafer instead of bread please tell the communion assistant.  Also, if 

you prefer grape juice to wine, it is available pre-filled in the individual glasses.  

As we commune together everyone is invited to sing the following hymns: 

Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal) 

893  Before You, Lord, We Bow (Red Hymnal) 

883 All People That on Earth Do Dwell (Red Hymnal) 
 
Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say: 

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 
Post Communion Prayer 

D: Let us pray.  

Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and 

fed us with your mercy.  Now send us forth to live for others, both friend 

and stranger, that all may come to know your love.  This we pray in the 

name of Jesus. 

C: Amen.  

 

 

 SENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: The God of peace, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you, comfort you, 

and show you the path of life 

this day and always. 

C: Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn      This Is My Song 

(For music see Hymn 887 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. This is my song.  O God of all the nations, 

    a song of peace for lands afar and mine. 

    This is my home, the country where my heart is; 

    here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; 

    but other hearts in other lands are beating 



    with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.  
 

2. My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean, 

    and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine. 

    But other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 

    and skies are ev’rywhere as blue as mine. 

    So hear my song,  O God of all the nations, 

    a song of peace for their land and for mine. 
 

3. This is my prayer, O God of all earth’s kingdoms, 

    your kingdom come; on earth your will be done. 

    O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you, 

    and hearts united learn to live as one. 

    So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations; 

    myself I give you, let your will be done.   
 

Text: Lloyd Stone, 1912-1993, sts. 1-2; Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, st.3.  Music: Jean Sibelius, 1865-1957.  Text sts. 1-2 copyright 

1934, 1962 Lorenz Publishing Co., st. 3 copyright 1964 Lorenz Publishing Company.  Music copyright Breitkopf @ Hartel 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

 

Worship assistants TODAY: 

Greeters and Ushers Gary Wood 

Acolyte   Owen Young 

Altar Care  Linda Thompson 

Communion Assistants Gary Wood 

Counters  Bruce and Connie Stevenson 

Coffee Hour   

 

Worship assistants for next Sunday, July 10 

Greeters and Ushers Bruce and Connie Stevenson 

Acolyte   Creed White 

Counters  Beth and Molly Perdan 

Coffee Hour 
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