
 

 
 

The 9th Sunday After Pentecost 
July 30, 2023  10:30 Service of the Word 

 

We read John 7 in worship today.  We’ll see Jesus in Jerusalem at the 

Festival of the Booths.  This isn’t a holiday we pay a lot of attention to, 

but its roots give us important parts of our faith.  John will show us how.   

 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the 

back of the sanctuary. 

 

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand.  

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



 GATHERING     
 

Prelude and Announcements 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who greets us in this and every 

season, whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 

Merciful God,  

C: we confess that we have sinned. 

We have hurt our community. 

We have squandered your blessings. 

We have hoarded your bounty. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Righteous God, 

C: we confess that we have sinned. 

We have failed to be honest. 

We have lacked the courage to speak. 

We have spoken falsely. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 

God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: 

you are freed and forgiven in the name of Jesus the Christ. 

C: Amen 

 
Gathering Hymn  Word of God, Come Down on Earth 

(For music see Hymn 510 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Word of God come down on earth, 

    living rain from heav’n descending; 

    touch our hearts and bring to birth 

    faith and hope and love unending. 

    Word almighty, we revere you; 

    Word made flesh, we long to hear you. 
 



2. Word eternal, throned on high, 

    Word that brought to life creation, 

    Word that came from heav’n to die 

    crucified for our salvation, 

    saving Word, the world restoring, 

    speak to us, your love outpouring. 
 

3. Word that speaks God’s tender love, 

    one with God beyond all telling, 

    Word that sends us from above 

    God the Spirit, with us dwelling, 

    Word of truth, to all truth lead us; 

    Word of life, with one bread feed us. 
 

Text: James Quinn, sj, b. 1919, copyright James Quinn sj admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Music: Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673 

 
Greeting  (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Gathering Dialog  (Deuteronomy 26, 11, 8) 

A: You are the treasured people of the Lord, 

C: a people holy to the Lord our God. 

A: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. 

C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, 

when you lie down and when you rise. 

A: One does not live by bread alone, 

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray… 

Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than 

we are to pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire or 

deserve.  Pour upon us your abundant mercy.  Forgive us those things 

that weigh on out conscious, and give us those good things that come 

only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
Children’s Sermon   Noisy Offering  

 

 



 

 WORD    
 

First Reading  Deuteronomy 16:13-15 

B:13You shall keep the festival of booths for seven days, when you have 

gathered in the produce from your threshing floor and your wine 

press. 14Rejoice during your festival, you and your sons and your 

daughters, your male and female slaves, as well as the Levites, the 

strangers, the orphans, and the widows resident in your towns. 15Seven 

days you shall keep the festival for the LORD your God at the place that 

the LORD will choose; for the LORD your God will bless you in all your 

produce and in all your undertakings, and you shall surely celebrate. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Scripture Poetry   Psalm 89:6-19 (read responsively) 

D: The skies tell your wonders, Lord, 

    the stars, your constant love. 

C: In the heavens what equals you? 

    What god compares with you? 

D: Great and dreaded God, 

    you strike terror among the holy ones. 

C: Who is like you, Lord of might, 

    clothed in truth, a God of power? 

D: You rule the storming seas, 

    you calm the roaring waves. 

C: Yes!  You split the sea monster 

    and scatter your enemies. 

D: Yours the sky, yours the earth, 

    yours the world of creatures. 

C: You created north and south 

    Mount Tabor and Mount Hermon 

    sing out your name.  

D: Yours, a mighty arm, 

    yours, a powerful hand 

    raised in triumph. 

C: Justice and right anchor your throne, 

    fidelity and love attend you. 

D: How your people rejoice! 

    you summon us into your light. 

C: Lord, your name is our joy, 



    and your justice, our strength. 

D: You, our glory and power, 

    favor us with victory, 

C: you, the Holy One of Israel, 

    our shield, our Lord, our King.  

 
Introduction to the Gospel Reading 

 
Bible Reading John 7 

E: After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He did not wish to go about in 

Judea because the Jews were looking for an opportunity to kill 

him. 2Now the Jewish festival of Booths was near. 3So his brothers said 

to him, “Leave here and go to Judea so that your disciples also may see 

the works you are doing; 4for no one who wants to be widely known acts 

in secret. If you do these things, show yourself to the world.” 5(For not 

even his brothers believed in him.) 6Jesus said to them, “My time has not 

yet come, but your time is always here. 7The world cannot hate you, but 

it hates me because I testify against it that its works are evil. 8Go to the 

festival yourselves. I am not going to this festival, for my time has not 

yet fully come.” 9After saying this, he remained in Galilee. 10But after his 

brothers had gone to the festival, then he also went, not publicly but as it 

were in secret. 11The Jews were looking for him at the festival and 

saying, “Where is he?” 12And there was considerable complaining about 

him among the crowds. While some were saying, “He is a good man,” 

others were saying, “No, he is deceiving the crowd.” 13Yet no one would 

speak openly about him for fear of the Jews. 

 

F: 14About the middle of the festival Jesus went up into the temple and 

began to teach. 15The Jews were astonished at it, saying, “How does this 

man have such learning, when he has never been taught?” 16Then Jesus 

answered them, “My teaching is not mine but his who sent me. 17Anyone 

who resolves to do the will of God will know whether the teaching is 

from God or whether I am speaking on my own. 18Those who speak on 

their own seek their own glory; but the one who seeks the glory of him 

who sent him is true, and there is nothing false in him. 19“Did not Moses 

give you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why are you looking 

for an opportunity to kill me?” 20The crowd answered, “You have a 

demon! Who is trying to kill you?” 21Jesus answered them, “I performed 

one work, and all of you are astonished. 22Moses gave you circumcision 

(it is, of course, not from Moses, but from the patriarchs), and you 

circumcise a man on the sabbath. 23If a man receives circumcision on the 

sabbath in order that the law of Moses may not be broken, are you angry 



with me because I healed a man’s whole body on the sabbath? 24Do not 

judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.” 25Now some of 

the people of Jerusalem were saying, “Is not this the man whom they are 

trying to kill? 26And here he is, speaking openly, but they say nothing to 

him! Can it be that the authorities really know that this is the 

Messiah? 27Yet we know where this man is from; but when the Messiah 

comes, no one will know where he is from.” 28Then Jesus cried out as he 

was teaching in the temple, “You know me, and you know where I am 

from. I have not come on my own. But the one who sent me is true, and 

you do not know him. 29I know him, because I am from him, and he sent 

me.” 30Then they tried to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him, 

because his hour had not yet come. 31Yet many in the crowd believed in 

him and were saying, “When the Messiah comes, will he do more signs 

than this man has done?” 32The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering such 

things about him, and the chief priests and Pharisees sent temple police 

to arrest him. 33Jesus then said, “I will be with you a little while longer, 

and then I am going to him who sent me. 34You will search for me, but 

you will not find me; and where I am, you cannot come.” 35The Jews said 

to one another, “Where does this man intend to go that we will not find 

him? Does he intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach 

the Greeks? 36What does he mean by saying, ‘You will search for me and 

you will not find me’ and ‘Where I am, you cannot come’?” 

 

E: 37On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was 

standing there, he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to 

me, 38and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, 

‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’” 39Now he 

said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as 

yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 40When they 

heard these words, some in the crowd said, “This is really the 

prophet.” 41Others said, “This is the Messiah.” But some asked, “Surely 

the Messiah does not come from Galilee, does he? 42Has not the scripture 

said that the Messiah is descended from David and comes from 

Bethlehem, the village where David lived?” 43So there was a division in 

the crowd because of him. 44Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no 

one laid hands on him. 

 

F: 45Then the temple police went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, 

who asked them, “Why did you not arrest him?” 46The police answered, 

“Never has anyone spoken like this!” 47Then the Pharisees replied, 

“Surely you have not been deceived too, have you? 48Has any one of the 

authorities or of the Pharisees believed in him? 49But this crowd, which 



does not know the law—they are accursed.” 50Nicodemus, who had gone 

to Jesus before, and who was one of them, asked, 51“Our law does not 

judge people without first giving them a hearing to find out what they are 

doing, does it?” 52They replied, “Surely you are not also from Galilee, 

are you? Search and you will see that no prophet is to arise from 

Galilee.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

  
Hymn of the Day   Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

(For music see Hymn 517 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; 

    curb those who by deceit or sword 

    would wrest the kingdom from your Son 

    and bring to naught all he has done. 
 

2. Lord Jesus Christ, your pow’r make known, 

    for you are Lord of lords alone; 

    defend your holy church, that we 

    may sing your praise eternally. 
 

3. O Comforter of priceless worth, 

    send peace and unity on earth; 

    support us in our final strife 

    and lead us out of death to life.   
 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 

Music: J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543 

 
Response to the Word 

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. 

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised 

Holy Spirit. 
 

P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 



    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

E: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

C: pray in the Holy Spirit.        (Jude 20) 
 

E: Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21) 
 

E: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

C: Everything old has passed away; 

behold, everything has become new!  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  Please conclude 

your petition with: Lord in your mercy, 

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer. 
The pastor concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 
Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

 

 



 THANKSGIVING     
 

Special Music 

 
Hymn of Thanksgiving     

Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil 
For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

open to the seed of your Word. 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

where love can grow and peace is understood. 

When my heart is hard, 

break the stone away. 

When my heart is cold, 

warm it with the day. 

When my heart is lost, 

lead me on your way. 

Lord, let my heart, 

Lord, let my heart, 

Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc. 

 
Offering Prayer 

P: Let us pray: 

C: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth.  Day by day 

you shower us with blessings.  As you have raised us to new life in 

Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to 

respond to those in need, through Jesus our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 



    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 SENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: The God who calls across the cosmos 

and speaks in the smallest seed 

bless, keep, and sustain you 

now and to the end of the age. 

C: Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn O Word of God Incarnate 

(For music see Hymn 514 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. O Word of God incarnate, 

    O Wisdom from on high, 

    O Truth unchanged, unchanging, 

    O Light of our dark sky: 

    we praise you for the radiance 

    that from the hallowed page, 

    a lantern to our footsteps, 

    shines on from age to age. 
 

2. The church from you, dear Master, 

    received the gift divine; 

    and still that light is lifted 

    o’er all the earth to shine. 

    It is the chart and compass 

    that all life’s journey through, 

    mid mists and rocks and quick-sands 

    still guides, O Christ, to you. 
 

3. Oh, make your church, dear Savior, 

    a lamp of burnished gold 

    to bear before the nations 

    your true light, as of old; 

    oh, teach your wand’ring pilgrims 

    by this their path to trace, 

    till, clouds and darkness ended, 

    they see you face to face.  
 

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.   Music: Neuvermehrtes Besangbuch, Meininge, 1693 



Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Worship assistants TODAY: 

Greeters and Ushers Helen Crown 

Acolyte    

Counters  Bill and Katy Stimmel 

Coffee Hour   

 

Worship assistants for next Sunday, August 6 

Greeters and Ushers Linda Flood 

Acolyte   Thomas Bullwinkle 

Altar Care  Linda Thompson 

Communion Assistant Greg Zuege    

Counters  Bill and Katy Stimmel 

Coffee Hour   

 
Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2023 copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564 

stjohnsvictor.com  (585) 924-5192 

The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor 

William Shi, Pianist 


