D

O

St. John'’s Lutheran Church

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.

The 8™ Sunday After Pentecost

July 31, 2022 10:30 Service of the Word

The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions

"’

are forgiven, and whose sin is put away!” Happy are those who have
“become the righteousness of God” in the merits of Christ Jesus. Happy
are those for whom the forgiveness of God has “rolled away ...the
disgrace” of former times. Happy is the father at the return of his
prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake.
Rejoice!

Welcome to worship today!

If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.



1  GATHERING

Prelude and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love endures
forever.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(A moment of silence for reflection)

P: Merciful God,

C: we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.

Instead of putting others before ourselves,

we long to take the best seats at the table.

When met by those in need,

we have too often passed by on the other side.

Set us again on the path of life.

Save us from ourselves

and free us to love our neighbors.

Amen.

P: Hear the good news!

God does not deal with us according to our sins

but delights in granting pardon and mercy.

In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.

C: Amen

Gathering Hymn God of Grace and God of Glory
(For music see Hymn 705 in the Red Hymnal)

1. God of grace and God of glory,
on your people pour your pow’r;
crown your ancient church’s story;
bring its bud to glorious flow’r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the facing of this hour,
for the facing of this hour.

2. Lo! The hosts of evil round us
scorn the Christ, assail his ways!
From the fears that long have bound us



free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the living of these days,

for the living of these days.

3. Cure your children’s war-ing madness;
bend our pride to your control;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss your kingdom’s goal,
lest we miss your kingdom’s goal.

4. Save us from weak resignation
to the evils we deplore;
let the gift of your salvation
be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
serving you whom we adore,
serving you whom we adore.

Text: Harry E. Fosdck, 1878-1969. Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932

Greeting (2 Corinthians 13:13)

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Gathering Dialog (Deuteronomy 26, 11, 8)

A: You are the treasured people of the Lord,

C: a people holy to the Lord our God.

A: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children.
C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you rise.

A: One does not live by bread alone,

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.




Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all
with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace,
and feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C: Amen.

T WORD T

First Reading Romans 8:35-39

B: **Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? **As
it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are
accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” *’No, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through him who loved us. **For | am convinced
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, *nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 32 (read responsively)
D: Happy the pardoned,

whose sin is canceled,

in whom God finds

no evil, no deceit.

C: While I hid my sin,

my bones grew weak

from endless groaning.

D: Day and night,

under the weight of your hand,
my strength withered

as in a summer drought.

C: Then I stopped hiding my sin
and spoke out,




“God, I confess my wrong.”
And you pardoned me.

D: No wonder the faithful
pray to you in danger!

Even a sudden flood

will never touch them.

C: You, my shelter,

you save me from ruin.
You encircle me

with songs of freedom.

D: “I show you the path to walk.
As your teacher,

I watch out for you.

C: “Do not be a stubborn mule,
needing bridle and bit

to be tamed.”

D: Evil brings grief;

trusting in God brings love.

C: Rejoice in the Lord.
Be glad and sing,
you faithful and just.

Gospel Acclamation (Hebrews 4:12)
C: Alleluia. The word of God is living and active, able to judge the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. Alleluia.

Gospel Reading Luke 15

The gospel is announced:

A: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 15™ chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

A: Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to
him. ?And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying,
“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” *So he told them this
parable: ““Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the
one that is lost until he finds it? “When he has found it, he lays it on his
shoulders and rejoices. °And when he comes home, he calls together his
friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found
my sheep that was lost.” "Just so, | tell you, there will be more joy in




heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous
persons who need no repentance.

B: %“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them,
does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she
finds it? “When she has found it, she calls together her friends and
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had
lost.” *°Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner who repents.”

E:“'Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. **The younger
of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that
will belong to me.” So he divided his property between them. A few
days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. *“When
he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that
country, and he began to be in need. **So he went and hired himself out
to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed
the pigs. ‘°He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the
pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. *’But when he came to
himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread
enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! **I will get up and
go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you; *°I am no longer worthy to be called your son;
treat me like one of your hired hands.”” ?°So he set off and went to his
father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled
with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed

him. ’Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” ?’But the
father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and
put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. >And get
the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; *for this son of
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they
began to celebrate. *Now his elder son was in the field; and when he
came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. “°He called
one of the slaves and asked what was going on. “’He replied, ‘Your
brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he
has got him back safe and sound.” **Then he became angry and refused
to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. “But he
answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like
a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have
never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my



friends. *°But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” **Then the
father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours. *But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of
yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.””
After the reading:

E: The gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day The King of Love My Shepherd Is
(For music, turn to hymn 502 in the Red Hymnal)

1.The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his
and he is mine forever

2. Where streams of living water flow,
my ransomed soul he leadeth
and, where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.

3. Perverse and foolish oft | strayed,
but yet in love he sought me,
and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home, rejoicing, brought me.

4. In death’s dark vale I fear no ill,
with thee, dear Lord, beside me,
thy rod and staff my comfort still;
thy cross before to guide me.

5.Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and oh, what transport of delight
from the pure chalice floweth!

6. And so, through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877



Response to the Word

F: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation.

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit.

F: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

F: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;

C: pray in the Holy Spirit. (Jude 20)
F: Keep yourselves in the love of God,;

C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21)

F: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
C: Everything old has passed away;
behold, everything has become new! (2 Corinthians 5:17)



Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. Please conclude
your petition with: Lord in your mercy,

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

7  THANKSGIVING ¢

Special Music

Hymn of Thanksgiving

Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil

For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal
Lord, let my heart be good soil,

open to the seed of your Word.

Lord, let my heart be good soil,

where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard,

break the stone away.

When my heart is cold,

warm it with the day.

When my heart is lost,

lead me on your way.

Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc.



Offering Prayer

P: Let us pray:

C: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day
you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in
Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to
respond to those in need, through Jesus our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

i  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: The God of peace,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Bless you, comfort you,

and show you the path of life
this day and always.

C: Amen.



Sending Hymn Lord of All Hopefulness
(For music turn to Hymn 765 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy:
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

2. Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,
Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

3. Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
Your hand swift to welcome, your arms to embrace:
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

4. Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Text: lan Struther, 1901-1953; Music: Irish Traditional

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.



Worship assistants TODAY':

Greeters and Ushers Helen Crown

Acolyte Creed White
Counters Bill and Katy Stimmel
Coffee Hour

Worship assistants for next Sunday, August 7
Greeters and Ushers Linda Flood

Acolyte Thomas Bullwinkle

Altar Care Gary Boisseau

Communion Assistant Adele Garvey

Counters Bruce and Connie Stevenson

Coffee Hour
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