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The 1% Sunday After Pentecost

June 4, 2023 10:30 Holy Communion

Today we begin a summer long worship series on John’s gospel. We
haven’t done much with this gospel in the last several years. We’ll
discover his perspective is quite different from that of Matthew, Mark,
and Luke. We’ll learn not only new things about Jesus, but also new
ways of learning about Jesus.

Welcome to worship today!

If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand



1  GATHERING

Prelude and Announcements

Gathering Hymn  Come, Join the Dance of Trinity
(For music see Hymn 412 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Come, join the dance of Trinity,
Before all worlds begun-
the interweaving of the Three,
the Father, Spirit, Son.
The universe of space and time
did not arise by chance,
but as the Three, in love and hope,
made room within their dance.

2. Come, see the face of Trinity,
newborn in Bethlehem;
then bloodied by a crown of thorns
outside Jerusalem.
The dance of Trinity is meant
for human flesh and bone;
when fear confines the dance in death,
God rolls away the stone.

3. Come, speak aloud of Trinity,
as wind and tongues of flame
set people free at Pentecost
to tell the Savior’s name.
We know the yoke of sin and death,
our necks have worn it smooth;
go tell the world of weight and woe
that we are free to move!

4. Within the dance of Trinity,
before all worlds begun,
we sing the praises of the Three,
the Father, Spirit, Son.
Let voices rise and interweave,
by love and hope set free,
to shape in song this joy, this life;
the dance of Trinity.

Text: Richard Leach, b. 1953, copyright 2001 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Music: English folk tune



Apostles’ Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who greets us in this and every
season, whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.
Merciful God,

C: we confess that we have sinned.

We have hurt our community.

We have squandered your blessings.

We have hoarded your bounty.

In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Righteous God,

C: we confess that we have sinned.
We have failed to be honest.

We have lacked the courage to speak.
We have spoken falsely.

In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.

God offers boundless grace when we fail.

Claim the gift of God’s mercy:

you are freed and forgiven in the name of Jesus the Christ.
C: Amen

Hymn of Praise Kyrie Eleison
“Kyrie Eleison” is Greek for “Lord have mercy.” (For music turn to Hymn 19
in the Songbook binder)

Refrain
Kyrie Eleison on our world and on our way.
Kyrie Eleison ev’ry day

1. For peace in the world, for the health of the church,



for the unity of all.
For this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord! Let us pray to the Lord! Refrain

2. That we may live out your impassioned response to the
hungry and the poor.
That we may live out truth and justice and grace,
let us pray to the Lord! Let us pray to the Lord! Refrain

3. For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes,
for friends and family.
For life and for love, for our work and our play,
let us pray to the Lord! Let us pray to the Lord! Refrain

4. For your spirit to guide, that you center our lives
in the water and the Word
That you nourish our souls with your body and blood
let us pray to the Lord! Let us pray to the Lord! Refrain

Text and music: Larry Olson, copyright 1989, Dakota Road Music, CCLI #1765776

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

Merciful Lord, let the brightness of your light shine on the Church so that
all of us, instructed by the teachings of your Word, may walk in the light
of your eternal truth and attain eternal life; through your Son Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen.

T WORD -

First Reading Genesis 1:1-5, 26-31

B: In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was
a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from
God swept over the face of the waters.

3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. “And God saw that the
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there
was morning, the first day.

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds
of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” #’So God created humankind in




his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created
them. 2God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and
fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.”
PGod said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face
of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for
food. 2°And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, | have
given every green plant for food.” And it was so.

31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there
was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 116:10-17 (read responsively)
D: I believe, even as | say,

“l am afflicted.”
C: I believe, even though | scream,

“Everyone lies!”

D: What gift can ever repay
God’s gift to me?
C: I raise the cup of freedom
as | call on God’s name!
D: | fulfill my vows to you, Lord,
standing before your assembly.
C: Lord, you have to see
your faithful ones die.
D: | beg you, Lord, hear me:
itis I, the servant you love,
I, the child of your servant.
You freed me from death’s grip.
C: I bring a gift of thanks,
as | call on your name.

Gospel Acclamation (John 1:14)
C: Alleluia. The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we
have seen his glory. Alleluia.

Gospel Reading John 1

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 1% chapter.
C: Glory to you O Lord.




In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into

being “in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.

5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There
was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ‘He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. °The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world. 1°He was in the world, and the world came
into being through him; yet the world did not know him. *He came to what was
his own, and his own people did not accept him. *2But to all who received him,
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, **who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God. **And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.”””) From his
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 'The law indeed was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ®No one has ever
seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has
made him known.

¥This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” ?°He confessed and did not deny it,
but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” ??And they asked him, “What then? Are
you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered,

“No.” ??Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those
who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 2*He said, “I am the voice of one
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,”” as the
prophet Isaiah said. #Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 2>They asked
him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor
the prophet?” 2John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands
one whom you do not know, #'the one who is coming after me; | am not worthy
to untie the thong of his sandal.” 2This took place in Bethany across the Jordan
where John was baptizing.

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! *This is he of whom I said,
‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” %I
myself did not know him; but | came baptizing with water for this reason, that
he might be revealed to Israel.” *?And John testified, “I saw the Spirit
descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 myself did not
know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the
Holy Spirit.” 3*And | myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of
God.” **The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, *°and as
he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!”



3"The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. *¥When Jesus
turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?”
They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you
staying?” 3°He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was
staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the
afternoon. “°One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. “*He first found his brother Simon and said to
him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). “?He brought
Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You
are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him,
“Follow me.” *Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and

Peter. “Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from
Nazareth.” *Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” *"When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward
him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no

deceit!” “®Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” “*Nathanael
replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus
answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree?
You will see greater things than these.” ®!And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell
you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and
descending upon the Son of Man.”

After the reading:

P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day Abide With Me
(For music turn to Hymn 629 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Abide with me, fast falls the eventide.
The darkness deepens, Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
help of the helpless, oh, abide with me.

2. Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day;
earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away;
change and decay in all around 1 see;

O thou who changest not, abide with me.



3. I need thy presence ev’ry passing hour;
what but thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r?
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me.

4. | fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless;
ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still, if thou abide with me!

5. Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes,
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies;
heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847.. Music: William H. Monk, 1823-1889

Apostles’ Creed
P: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. Please conclude
your petition with: Lord in your mercy,

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.




Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: We share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

i MEAL Ar

Special Music

Hymn of Thanksgiving Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord
For music turn to page 35 in the Blue Hymnal

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,

that we may be fed with the bread of life.

Gather the hopes and dreams of all;

unite them with the prayers we offer now.

Grace our table with your presence, Lord,

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Offering Prayer
P: Let us pray: God of field, forest, sea, and sky,

C: you are the giver of all good things.
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,
and multiply your graciousness in us,

that the world may be fed with your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.




P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow;
and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world,
we praise your hame and join their unending hymn:

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken)

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.
This is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: All people are called to Christ’s table.
Come, eat what is good.

Communion Distribution

Welcome to the Lord’s Supper! All who are baptized are invited to receive
communion. We use wheat bread and wine for communion. If you would prefer
a gluten free wafer instead of bread please tell the communion assistant. Also, if
you prefer grape juice to wine, it is available pre-filled in the individual glasses.




As we commune together everyone is invited to sing the following hymns:
Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal)

685 Take My Life, That | May Be (Red Hymnal)

472 Eat This Bread (Red Hymnal)

Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say:

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

A: Letus pray:

We thank you, generous God,

for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table.
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

i  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: The God who calls across the cosmos

and speaks in the smallest seed
bless, keep, and sustain you
now and to the end of the age.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn  Before You, Lord, We Bow
(For music see Hymn 893 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Before you, Lord, we bow,
our God who reigns above
and rules the world below
with boundless pow’r and love.
Our thanks we bring in joy and praise,
our hearts we raise, to you we sing!

2. May ev’ry mountain height,
each vale and forest green,
shine forth in wisdom’s light
and its rich fruits be seen!



May ev’ry tongue be tuned to praise
and joy to raise a grateful song.

3. Earth, hear your maker’s voice;
your great redeemer own;
believe, obey, rejoice,
and worship God alone.
Cast down your pride, your sin deplore,
and bow before the Crucified.

4. And when in pow’r he comes,
oh, may then ev’ry land
from all its rending tombs
send forth a glorious band,
a countless throng, with joy to sing
to heav’n’s high king salvation’s song!

Text: Francis Scott Key, 1779-1843, alt. Music: John Darwall, 1731-1789

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.

Worship assistants TODAY:
Greeters and Ushers  John and Linda Thompson

Acolyte

Altar Care Mary Zuege
Communion Assistants Volunteer Needed
Counters Bill and Katy Stimmel

Coffee Hour

Worship assistants for next Sunday, June 11
Greeters and Ushers Helen Crown
Acolyte

Counters Mary and Greg Zuege
Coffee Hour

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications. Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2023 copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress.
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888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564
stjohnsvictor.com (585) 924-5192
The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor
William Shi, Pianist




