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It is said that actions speak louder than words. Last week we read Jesus’
Sermon on the Plain from Luke’s gospel. Jesus spoke a lot of words
about the new reality God was bringing about. Can those words be
brought to action? What will it actually look like? Today we read all of
Chapter 7 of Luke’s gospel. We will see the words put into action.
There are many scenes. Each one has its own uniqueness, and all will
challenge ‘business as usual’ in the world.

Welcome to worship today!

If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.



1  GATHERING

Prelude and Announcements

Apostles’ Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of God,

who makes a way in the wilderness,
walks with us,

and guides us in our pilgrimage.

C: Amen.

Silence for reflection and self-examination

P: Holy One,

C: we confess that we have wandered far from you:
we have not trusted your promises,

we have ignored your prophets in our own day,
we have squandered our inheritance of grace,
we have failed to recognize you in our midst.
Have mercy on us!

Forgive us and turn us again to you.

Teach us to follow in your ways,

assure us again of your love,

and help us to love our neighbor.

Amen.

P: Beloved in Christ,

the Word draws near to you,

and all who call out to God shall be saved.

In Jesus, God comes to you again and again

and gathers you under wings of love.

In Jesus’ name your sins are forgiven.

God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love.
C: Amen.




Gathering Hymn I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
(For music see Hymn 860 in the Red Hymnal)

1. I’m so glad Jesus lifted me.
I’m so glad Jesus lifted me.
I’m so glad Jesus lifted me,
singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me.

2. Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me.
Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me.
Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me,
singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me.

3. When | was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.
When | was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.
When | was in trouble, Jesus lifted me,
singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me.

Text and music: African American Spiritual

Gathering Dialog (Romans 10)

P: The word is near you,

C: onyour lips and in your heart.

P: If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord,

C: and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved.

P: Faith comes from what is heard,

C: and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your loving
care. Hear the cries of everyone in need, and turn our hearts to love our
neighbors with the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

T WORD -

Bible Reading Luke 7
A: After Jesus had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people,

he entered Capernaum. 2A centurion there had a slave whom he valued
highly, and who was ill and close to death. *When he heard about Jesus,



he sent some Jewish elders to him, asking him to come and heal his
slave. “When they came to Jesus, they appealed to him earnestly, saying,
“He is worthy of having you do this for him, >for he loves our people,
and it is he who built our synagogue for us.” ®And Jesus went with them,
but when he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say
to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you
come under my roof; "therefore I did not presume to come to you. But
only speak the word, and let my servant be healed. ®For I also am a man
set under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,” and
he goes, and to another, ‘Come,” and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do
this,” and the slave does it.” *When Jesus heard this he was amazed at
him, and turning to the crowd that followed him, he said, “I tell you, not
even in Israel have I found such faith.” *°When those who had been sent
returned to the house, they found the slave in good health.

B: Soon afterwards he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a
large crowd went with him. 2As he approached the gate of the town, a
man who had died was being carried out. He was his mother’s only son,
and she was a widow; and with her was a large crowd from the

town. When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for her and said to
her, “Do not weep.” *Then he came forward and touched the bier, and
the bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to you,

rise!” °The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to
his mother. *Fear seized all of them; and they glorified God, saying, “A
great prophet has risen among us!” and “God has looked favorably on his
people!” ¥This word about him spread throughout Judea and all the
surrounding country.

D: The disciples of John reported all these things to him. So John
summoned two of his disciples °and sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are
you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 2°When the
men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you to
ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for

another?”” 21Jesus had just then cured many people of diseases, plagues,
and evil spirits, and had given sight to many who were blind. 22And he
answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good news brought to

them. 2And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 2*When
John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken
by the wind? 2®What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft



robes? Look, those who put on fine clothing and live in luxury are in
royal palaces. ?®What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell
you, and more than a prophet. 2 This is the one about whom it is written,

‘See, [ am sending my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.’

28] tell you, among those born of women no one is greater than John; yet
the least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” ?°(And all the people
who heard this, including the tax collectors, acknowledged the justice of
God, because they had been baptized with John’s baptism. *But by
refusing to be baptized by him, the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected
God’s purpose for themselves.)

E: “To what then will I compare the people of this generation, and what
are they like? 32They are like children sitting in the marketplace and
calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not
dance; we wailed, and you did not weep.” **For John the Baptist has
come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a
demon’; *“the Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say,
‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and

sinners!” **Nevertheless, wisdom is vindicated by all her children.”

30ne of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the
Pharisee’s house and took his place at the table. *’And a woman in the
city, who was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the
Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. *She stood
behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears
and to dry them with her hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and
anointing them with the ointment. *Now when the Pharisee who had
invited him saw it, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he
would have known who and what kind of woman this is who is touching
him—that she is a sinner.” “*Jesus spoke up and said to him, “Simon, I
have something to say to you.” “Teacher,” he replied, “Speak.” *1“A
certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the
other fifty. >When they could not pay, he canceled the debts for both of
them. Now which of them will love him more?” “*Simon answered, “I
suppose the one for whom he canceled the greater debt.” And Jesus said
to him, “You have judged rightly.” **Then turning toward the woman, he
said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave
me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and
dried them with her hair. “You gave me no kiss, but from the time |
came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. “You did not anoint my
head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 4’ Therefore, |



tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has
shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves

little.” “®Then he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” “*But those who
were at the table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this
who even forgives sins?” *°And he said to the woman, “Your faith has
saved you; go in peace.”

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day Great Is Thy Faithfulness
(for music please turn to Hymn 733 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.

Refrain

Great is thy faithfulness!

Great is thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies | see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided;
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bring hope for tomorrow,
blessing all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain

Text: Thomas Chisholm; Music: William Runyan; Copyright 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Co.



Response to the Word

B: In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation.

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit.

B: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

B: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
C: pray in the Holy Spirit. (Jude 20)

B: Keep yourselves in the love of God;
C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21)

B: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
C: Everything old has passed away;
behold, everything has become new! (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.




Special Music

i PRAYER

Prayers of Intercession

Your bulletin contains a slip of paper upon which you are invited to write a
prayer petition. It can be anything at all! Or, you may leave it blank. We will
have a 40 second pause to do this. After the pause you are invited to take your
petition and put it in the small fire outside the side entrance door. During this
time you are invited to sing:

There in God’s Garden
(For music see Hymn 342 in the Red Hymnal)

1.

There in God’s garden stands the Tree of Wisdom,
whose leaves hold forth the healing of the nations:
Tree of all knowledge, Tree of all compassion,
Tree of all beauty.

. Its name is Jesus, name that says, “Our Savior!”

There on its branches see the scars of suff’ring;
see there the tendrils of our human selfhood
feed on its life blood.

. Thorns not its own are tangled in its foliage;

our greed has starved it, our despite has choked it.
Yet, look! it lives! its grief has not destroyed it
nor fire consumed it.

. See how its branches reach to us in welcome;

hear what the Voice says, “Come to me, ye weary!
Give me your sickness, give me all your sorrow,
I will give blessing.”

. This is my ending, this my resurrection;

into your hands, Lord, I commit my spirit.
This have | searched for; now | can possess it.
This ground is holy.

. All heav’n is singing, “Thanks to Christ whose passion

offers in mercy healing, strength, and pardon.
Peoples and nations, take it, take it freely!”



Amen! My Master!

Text: Kiraly Imre von Pecselyi, ¢.1590-c.1641; tr. Erik Routley, 1917-1982. Text copyright 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc. Music: K. Lee
Scott, b. 1950, copyright 1987 Birnamwood Publications, a div. of MorningStar Publishers, Inc.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

1  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: You are children of God,

anointed with the oil of gladness
and strengthened for the journey.
Almighty God,

Motherly, majestic, and mighty,
Bless you this day and always.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn Send Us Out
(For music turn to Hymn 29 in the Songbook binder)

1. We have been called by the Lord.
We have been saved by the Word.
Now let the Word be restored.
Now let the Gospel be heard

Refrain
Send us out to teach what God has done.
Send us out to reach ev’ry single one.



Send us out. Send us out.

2. We who were bound by our shame,
ruled by our fears within.
Stand and declare by the name,
freedom from all of our sin. Refrain

3. Teach what God has done.
Reach ev’ry single one.
Teach what God has done.
Reach ev’ry single one. Refrain

4. We have been called by the Lord.
We have been saved by the Word.
Now let the Word be restored.
Now let the Gospel be heard Refrain

Text and Music by James Hersch; Copyright 1994 Dakota Road Music; CCLI# 1790882

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
C: God’s work. Our hands.
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