
 

 

 
 

The 5th Sunday in Lent – Matthew 19-20 
March 22, 2026     8:30 & 10:30 Service of the Word 

 

 

Prestige, justice, power, sex, money – the stuff of Matthew 19 and 20.  

As we so often find, our Lord’s take on these things is very different 

from our own.  Today’s gospel reading is sure to offend our sensibilities!  

 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the 

back of the sanctuary. 

 

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand. 

 

The Zoom feed for this service is available in the nursery. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



 GATHERING     
 

Prelude and Announcements 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 

who journeys with us these forty days, 

and sustains us with the gift of grace. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots 

out all offenses. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 

Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 

Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For failing to recognize your coming reign, 

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For disregarding voices of those unimportant to us, 

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world: Gracious 

God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. 

Through faith, the free gift of God, 

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead  

dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, 

and gives you life and peace.  

C: Amen. 



Gathering Hymn   Praise the Lord! O Heavens 

(For music see Hymn 823 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Praise the Lord! O heav’ns, adore him, 

    praise him, angels, in the height; 

    sun and moon, rejoice before him; 

    praise him, gleaming stars and light. 

    Praise the Lord, for he has spoken; 

    worlds his mighty voice obeyed; 

    laws which never shall be broken 

    for their guidance he has made. 
 

2. Praise the Lord, for he is gracious; 

    never shall his promise fail. 

    God has made his saints victorious; 

    sin and death shall not prevail. 

    Praise the God of our salvation; 

    hosts on high, his pow’r proclaim; 

    heav’n and earth, and all creation, 

    laud and magnify his name! 
 

Text: Foundling Hospital Collection, London 1796. Music: Frans Joseph Haydn, 1732-1809 

 
Greeting  (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Gathering Dialog (Romans 10) 

A: The word is near you, 

C: on your lips and in your heart. 

A: If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 

C: and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 

will be saved. 

A: Faith comes from what is heard, 

C: and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.  

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray. 

Merciful God, our certain source of love, there is nothing we can give 

you that you don’t already have.  There is nothing we can think that you 

haven’t already thought.  There is nothing we can create that you haven’t 

already created.  Fill us with awe at your infinite power and limitless 



goodness that comes through your Son, our Savior, Jesus the Christ, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 WORD    
 

First Reading  Ephesians 6:10-17 

B: Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put 

on the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the 

wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and 

flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 

powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you 

may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to 

stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your 

waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. 15As shoes for your 

feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of 

peace. 16With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be 

able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet 

of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

  
Scripture Poetry  Psalm 75 (read responsively) 

D: We praise you, God, 

    and give you thanks. 

    You are present to us 

    as we tell your wonders. 
 

C: “I, your God, choose the moment 

    to set things right. 

D: Though earth and its people tremble, 

    I secure its foundations.  

C: I say to the proud, stop boasting! 

    to the wicked, stop it! 

D: Stop promoting yourselves, 

    pitting yourselves against the Rock.”  

C: No help from east or west, 

    from desert or mountain, 

D: for God alone judges, 

    levels some, raises others. 



C: The Lord holds a foaming cup, 

    pours the wicked a heady wine; 

    they drain it to the dregs. 
 

D: But I sing praise forever, 

    make music for the God of Jacob, 

C: who breaks the power of the wicked 

    and strengthens the just.  

 
Gospel Reading Part 1 – Matthew 9:16--22 

E: Then someone came to [Jesus] and said, ‘Teacher, what good deed 

must I do to have eternal life?’ 17And he said to him, ‘Why do you ask 

me about what is good? There is only one who is good. If you wish to 

enter into life, keep the commandments.’ 18He said to him, ‘Which 

ones?’ And Jesus said, ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit 

adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 19Honor 

your father and mother; also, You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ 20The young man said to him, ‘I have kept all these; what do I 

still lack?’ 21Jesus said to him, ‘If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your 

possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure 

in heaven; then come, follow me.’ 22When the young man heard this 

word, he went away grieving, for he had many possessions.  Then Jesus 

said to his disciples, ‘Truly I tell you, it will be hard for a rich person to 

enter the kingdom of heaven.  

 
Drama Part 1 

 
Gospel Reading Part 2 – Matthew 9:24-26 

A: 24Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 

God.’ 25When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astounded and 

said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ 26But Jesus looked at them and said, ‘For 

mortals it is impossible, but for God all things are possible.’ 

 
Drama Part 2 

 
Gospel Reading Part 3 – Matthew 19:27-30 

B: Then Peter said in reply, ‘Look, we have left everything and followed 

you. What then will we have?’ 28Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, at 

the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man is seated on the throne of 

his glory, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, 



judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29And everyone who has left houses or 

brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields, for my name’s 

sake, will receive a hundredfold, and will inherit eternal life. 30But many 

who are first will be last, and the last will be first. 

 
Drama Part 3 

 
Gospel Reading Part 4 – Matthew 20:1-16 

D: ‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 

the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the 

laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When 

he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 

market-place; 4and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I 

will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. 5When he went out again 

about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five 

o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to 

them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” 7They said to him, 

“Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the 

vineyard.” 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 

manager, “Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the 

last and then going to the first.” 9When those hired about five o’clock 

came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first 

came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also 

received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they 

grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, “These last worked only one 

hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of 

the day and the scorching heat.” 13But he replied to one of them, “Friend, 

I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily 

wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the 

same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 

belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” 16So the last 

will be first, and the first will be last.’  

 
Drama Part 4 

 
Gospel Reading Part 5 – Matthew 20:17-19 

E: While Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples 

aside by themselves, and said to them on the way, 18‘See, we are going 

up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief 

priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death; 19then they will 



hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified; 

and on the third day he will be raised.’ 

 
Drama Part 5 

 
Gospel Reading Part 6 – Matthew 20:20-24 

A: Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons, 

and kneeling before him, she asked a favor of him. 21And he said to her, 

‘What do you want?’ She said to him, ‘Declare that these two sons of 

mine will sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your 

kingdom.’ 22But Jesus answered, ‘You do not know what you are asking. 

Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?’ They said to him, 

‘We are able.’ 23He said to them, ‘You will indeed drink my cup, but to 

sit at my right hand and at my left, this is not mine to grant, but it is for 

those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.’ 

 
Drama Part 6 

 
Gospel Reading Part 7 – Matthew 20:24-28 

B: When the ten heard it, they were angry with the two brothers. 25But 

Jesus called them to him and said, ‘You know that the rulers of the 

Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. 26It 

will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great among you 

must be your servant, 27and whoever wishes to be first among you must 

be your slave; 28just as the Son of Man came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.’ 

 
Drama Part 7 

 
Gospel Reading Part 8 – Matthew 20:29-34 

D: As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him. 30There 

were two blind men sitting by the roadside. When they heard that Jesus 

was passing by, they shouted, ‘Lord, have mercy on us, Son of 

David!’ 31The crowd sternly ordered them to be quiet; but they shouted 

even more loudly, ‘Have mercy on us, Lord, Son of David!’ 32Jesus stood 

still and called them, saying, ‘What do you want me to do for 

you?’ 33They said to him, ‘Lord, let our eyes be opened.’ 34Moved with 

compassion, Jesus touched their eyes. Immediately they regained their 

sight and followed him. 

 



Drama Part 8 

 
Hymn of the Day  Amazing Grace 
(For music turn to Hymn 779 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,  

    That saved a wretch like me!  

     I once was lost, but now am found;  

    Was blind, but now I see. 
 

2. ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,  

    And grace my fears relieved;  

    How precious did that grace appear  

    The hour I first believed! 
 

3. Through many dangers, toils and snares  

    I have already come;  

   ‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,  

    And grace will lead me home.  
 

4. The Lord has promised good to me;  

    His Word my hope secures;  

    He will my shield and portion be  

    As long as life endures. 
 

5. When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

     bright shining as the sun, 

     we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise  

     than when we’d first begun. 
 

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807; music W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Edwin O Excell. 

 
Response to the Word 

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. 

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised 

Holy Spirit. 
 

P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 



    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

E: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

C: pray in the Holy Spirit.        (Jude 20) 
 

E: Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21) 
 

E: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

C: Everything old has passed away; 

behold, everything has become new!  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 
Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

 

 THANKSGIVING     
 

Offering and Offertory  

 
Hymn of Thanksgiving As the offering is brought forward: 

Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil 
For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

open to the seed of your Word. 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

where love can grow and peace is understood. 



When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart,  

Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc. 

 

 

 PRAYER     
 

Offering Prayer 

P: Let us pray:  Gracious God,  

C: in the abundance of your steadfast love, you call us from death to 

life, from silence to speech, from idleness to action.  With these gifts 

we offer ourselves to you, and with the Church through all the ages 

we give thanks for your saving love in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession   Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 
(Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681, translation Lutheran Book of Worship Hymn 

487) 
 

A: Let us ever walk with Jesus, follow his example pure, 

through a world that would deceive us and to sin our spirits lure. 

Onward in his footsteps treading, trav’lers here, our home above, 

full of faith and hope and love, let us do our Savior’s bidding. 

Faithful Lord, with me abide; I shall follow where you guide. 
 

B: Let us suffer here with Jesus, and with patience bear our cross. 

Joy will follow all our sadness; where he is there is no loss. 

Though today we sow no laughter, we shall reap celestial joy; 

All discomforts that annoy shall give way to mirth here after. 

Jesus, here I share your woe; help me there your joy to know. 
 

D: Let us gladly die with Jesus. Since by death he conquered death, 

he will free us from destruction, give to us immortal breath. 

Let us mortify all passion that would lead us into sin; 

and the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate of heaven. 

Jesus, here with you I die, there to live with you on high. 
 

E: Let us also live with Jesus. He has risen from the dead 

that to life we may awaken, Jesus, you are now our head, 

we are your own living members; where you live, there we shall be 

in your presence constantly, living there with you forever. 



Jesus, let me faithful be; life eternal grant to me. 

C: Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 SENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: Receive the blessing of the Holy Trinity: 

The Father who calls all things into existence, 

Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

bless you now and always. 

C: Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn   The Lord Now Sends Us Forth 

(For music see Hymn 538 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. The Lord now sends us forth 

    with hands to serve and give, 

    to make of all the earth 

    a better place to live. (Repeat Verse) 
 

2. The angels are not sent 

    into our world of pain 

    to do what we were meant 

    to do in Jesus’ name; 

    that falls to you and me 



    and all who are made free. 

    Help us, O Lord, we pray, 

    to do your will today.  (Repeat Verse) 
 

Text: Jose Aguiar; tr. Gerhard Cartford. Music: Attr. Pedro Infante 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Worship assistants TODAY: 

Greeters and Ushers John and Linda Thompson 

Acolyte   Thomas Bullwinkle 

Counters  Michele Myers and Anne Stromstad 

Coffee Hour   

 

Worship assistants for next Sunday, March 29, 2026 

Greeters and Ushers Sue Kaufmann 

Acolyte   Alyssa Young 

Altar Care  Gary Boisseau 

Communion Assistant Gary Boisseau 

Counters  Bill and Katy Stimmel 

Coffee Hour   

 
Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2026 copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. 
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Dongwon Shin, Pianist 


