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God's work. Our hands.

Fifth Sunday in Lent

Judgment - Matthew 25:31-46
March 26, 2023 10:30 Service of the Word

Today’s gospel reading is the final part of the “Judgement Discourse”.
In order to understand it properly we have to keep it in the context of the
preceding three chapters. And what a mix those chapters are! Jesus
delivers woes to the religious leaders. He talks about the end of time.
And he talks about God’s judgment. All together though we discover a
message for faithful living in our day to day lives.

Welcome to worship today!

If you are a visitor we invite you to sign the guest book in the back of the
sanctuary.

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand.



1  GATHERING

Prelude and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
who journeys with us these forty days,
and sustains us with the gift of grace.
C: Amen.

Silence for reflection and self-examination

P: Holy God,

C: we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;
we spoil rather than steward your creation;

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;

we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we seek to follow in your way of life.

Amen.

P: Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,
So that all may receive life.

This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy,

forgives you in Christ’s name;

and revives you in the Spirit’s power.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn | Am the Resurrection and the Life
(For music turn to Hymn 16 in the Songbook binder)
Chorus

I am the resurrection and the life

all who believe in Me will never die

I am the resurrection and the life

all who believe in Me will live a new life.

1. I have come to bring the truth
I have come to bring you life
if you believe then you shall live. Chorus



2. In My word all men will come to know
it is love which makes the spirit grow
if you believe then you shall live. Chorus

3. Keep in mind the things that I have said
remember Me in the breaking of the bread
if you believe then you shall live. Chorus

Text and music: Ray Repp, CCLI #9189, Copyright 1967 K & R Music Publishing

Greeting (2 Corinthians 13:13, Romans 10)

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

A: The word is near you,

C: onyour lips and in your heart.

A: If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord,

C: and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved.

A: Faith comes from what is heard,

C: and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray.

O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in
him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know
what is right and the strength to serve the world you have made, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

T WORD -

First Reading Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

B: 1*For thus says the Lord Gob: | myself will search for my sheep, and
will seek them out. *2As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are
among their scattered sheep, so | will seek out my sheep. I will rescue
them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of
clouds and thick darkness. 3l will bring them out from the peoples and
gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land;
and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and
in all the inhabited parts of the land. **I will feed them with good pasture,




and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall
lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the
mountains of Israel. **I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and |
will make them lie down, says the Lord Gob. °I will seek the lost, and |
will bring back the strayed, and | will bind up the injured, and I will
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong | will destroy. | will feed
them with justice. 2Therefore, thus says the Lord Gob to them: I myself
will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 2!Because you
pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with
your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22l will save my flock,
and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and
sheep. 21 will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he
shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 2*And |,

the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince
among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 97:1-6 (read responsively)
D: The Lord rules; the earth is eager,
joy touches distant lands.
C: God is wrapped in thunder cloud,
throned on justice, throned on right.
D: Fire marches out in front
and burns up all resistance.
C: Overhead, God’s lightning flares,
the earth shudders to see it.
D: Mountains melt down like wax
before the Lord, the ruler of all.
C: Overhead God’s justice resounds,
a glory all people can see.

Gospel Acclamation (Mark 11:9)
C: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is
the coming kingdom of our ancestor David.

Second Reading  Ephesians 1:15-23

E: 1 have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all
the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as |
remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, *so that, with the eyes of your




heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called
you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the

saints, %and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who
believe, according to the working of his great power. 2°God put this
power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, #far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named,
not only in this age but also in the age to come. ?2And he has put all
things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the
church, Zwhich is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading Matthew 25:31-46

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 25 chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him,
then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, **and he will put the sheep
at his right hand and the goats at the left. 3*Then the king will say to
those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; **for I
was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, %1 was
naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick and you took care of me, |
was in prison and you visited me.” 3 Then the righteous will answer him,
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty
and gave you something to drink? *®And when was it that we saw you a
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? **And
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” “°And the
king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” “‘Then
he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from
me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; “*for | was
hungry and you gave me no food, | was thirsty and you gave me nothing
to drink, 1 was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you
did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit

me.” “Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not
take care of you?” **Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as




you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to

me.” “6And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous
into eternal life.”

After the reading:

P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
(For music see Hymn 707 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Lord of glory, you have bought us
with your lifeblood as the price,
never grudging for the lost ones
that tremendous sacrifice;
and with that have freely given
blessings countless as the sand
to the unthankful and the evil
with your own unsparing hand.

2. Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give you
gladly, freely, of your own.
With the sunshine of your goodness
melt our thankless hearts of stone
till our cold and selfish natures,
warmed by you, at length believe
that more happy and more blessed
‘tis to give than to receive.

3. Wondrous honor you have given
to our humblest charity
in your own mysterious sentence,
“You have done it all to me.”
Naked, sick, in prison, hungry-
in the least, your face we view,
saying by your poor and needy,
“Give as I have giv’n to you.”

4. Lord of glory, you have bought us
with your lifeblood as the price,



never grudging for the lost ones
that tremendous sacrifice.

Give us faith to trust you boldly,
hope, to stay our souls on you:
but, oh, best of all your graces,
with your love our love renew.

Text: Eliza A. Alderson, 1818-1889, alt. Music: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887

Apostles’ Creed
P: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

Special Music



Hymn of Thanksgiving As the offering is brought forward:
Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil

For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal
Lord, let my heart be good soil,

open to the seed of your Word.

Lord, let my heart be good soil,

where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard, break the stone away.
When my heart is cold, warm it with the day.
When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc.

T PRAYER

Thanksgiving Prayer

P: Let us pray. Merciful God,

C: we offer to you what is already your own: ourselves, our time and
our possessions. Guide us so that we may use your gifts in the
service of your will; for the sake of him who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. Please conclude
your petition with: Lord in your mercy,

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.




Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

1  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: God, the giver of love,

Christ, the resurrection and the life,
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth

bless you in this Lenten journey.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
(For music see Hymn 436 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Wake, awake, for night is flying,
the watchmen on the heights are crying;
awake, Jerusalem, at last.
Midnight hears the welcome voices,
and at the thrilling cry rejoices:
“Come forth, you maidens! Night is past.
The bridegroom comes! Awake;
your lamps with gladness take!”
Alleluia!
Rise and prepare the feast to share;
go, meet the bridegroom, who draws near.

2. Zion hears the watchmen singing,
and all her heart with joy is springing.
She wakes, she rises from her gloom.



Her dear friend comes down, all glorious,
the strong in grace, in truth victorious:
her star is ris’n; her light is come.

Now come, O Blessed One,

Lord Jesus, God’s own Son.

Sing hosanna!

Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all,
and follow to the banquet hall.

3. Gloria! Let heav’n adore you!
Let saints and angels sing before you,
with harp and cymbal’s clearest tone.
Gates of pearl, twelve portals gleaming,
lead us to bliss beyond all dreaming,
with angel choirs around your throne.
No eye has caught the light,
no ear the thund’ring might
of such glory.
There we will go; what joy we’ll know!
There sweet delight will ever flow.

Text: Pphilipp Nicolia, 1556-1608; tr. composite. Text copyright 1999 Augsburg Fortress. Music: Philipp Nicolai

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
C: God’s work. Our hands.



Ny whole Family's giving up soemething
for Lent. Niom"s giving up cookies, Dad’s
giving up cake, and I'm giving up squash.”




Worship assistants TODAY':

Greeters and Ushers Linda Flood

Acolyte Thomas Bullwinkle

Counters Michele Myers and Helen Crown
Coffee Hour

Worship assistants for next Sunday, April 2
Greeters and Ushers Tom and Carol Urbanic

Acolyte Owen Young

Altar Care Linda Thompson
Communion Assistant Gary Boisseau
Counters Bill and Katy Stimmel

Coffee Hour
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