
 

 
Ascension Day 

May 13, 2021  7:00pm Worship 
 

In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers 

are assured that the Spirit will empower them to be witnesses throughout 

the earth.  The disciples were told to not gaze up into heaven to look for 

Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among us as we proclaim the 

word and share the Easter feast.  We too long for the Spirit to enliven our 

faith and invigorate our mission.   -from Sundays and Seasons 2020 

 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
Please observe social distancing and remain conscious of the need to 

prevent the spread of infectious disease.  In this bulletin is an insert that 

will be used to determine today’s attendance.  It will also help to identify 

who was here if contact tracing is necessary.  Please fill it out and place 

it in the offering plate. 
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 OPENING     
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 
Greeting 

P.  The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Opening Prayers 

A: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, who in your self-emptying love 

gathered up and reconciled all creation to the Father.  Innumerable 

galaxies of the heavens worship you.  Creatures that grace the earth 

rejoice in you.  All those in deepest seas bow to you in adoration.  As 

with them we give you praise, grant that we may cherish the earth, our 

home, and live in harmony with this good creation; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

B: O God, in your love you have given people of this land gifts of 

abundance beyond what our forebears knew or could imagine.  

Mercifully grant that we may not be so occupied with material things that 

we forget spiritual gifts, and thus, even though we have gained the whole 

world, lose our souls; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

D: O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through 

Jesus your Son.  Look with compassion on the whole human family; take 

away the arrogance of hatred that infect our hearts; break down the walls 

that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and, throughout our struggle 

and confusion, work to accomplish your purposes on earth; so that, in 

your good time, every people and nation may serve you in harmony 

around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

E: O God, it is your will to hold both heaven and earth in a single peace.  

Let the design of your great love shine on the waste of our wraths and 

sorrows, and give peace to your church, peace among nations, peace in 

our homes, and peace in our hearts; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

 



 
Scripture Poetry Psalm 93 

A:   Lord, you reign with glory, 

draped in splendor, girt with power. 

The world stands firm, 

not to be shaken, 

for your throne, ageless God, 

has stood from of old. 
 

Onward roll the waves, O God, 

onward like thunder, 

onward like fury. 

Thundering above the waters, 

high above ocean breakers, 

you, God, rise with might. 
 

Your decrees stand unshaken; 

the beauty of holiness 

fills your house forever, Lord. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus the Christ, ascended 

far above all heavens that he might fill all things.  Mercifully give us 

faith to trust that as he promised, he abides with us on earth to the end of 

time, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

 

 WORD    
 
First Reading  Acts 1:1-11 

B: In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and 

taught from the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, 

after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he 

had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by 

many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 

speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he 

ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of 

the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John 



baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 

many days from now.” 
6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time 

when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for 

you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 

authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they 

were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 

sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 

suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who 

has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 

you saw him go into heaven.” 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 
Second Reading   Ephesians 1:15-23 

D:  I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all 

the saints, and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I 

remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 

revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your 

heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called 

you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 

saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 

believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this 

power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 

him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and 

authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, 

not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all 

things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 

church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation (John 14:23) 

C: Alleluia.  Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father 

will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with 

them.  Alleluia. 

 



Gospel Reading  John 14:15-21 
The gospel is announced:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 14th chapter. 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples during their last supper] ”If you love me, you 

will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will 

give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of 

truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 

knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be 

in you. 
18”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while 

the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you 

also will live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and 

you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my commandments and keep 

them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my 

Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 
After the reading:  

P: The Gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

 
Response to the Word 

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. 

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised 

Holy Spirit. 
 

E: Into your hands, almighty God we place ourselves:  

our minds to know you, our hearts to love you, our wills to serve you, for 

we are yours. 
 

Into your hands, incarnate Savior, we place ourselves:  

receive us and draw us after you, that we may follow your steps; abide in 

us and enliven us by the power of your indwelling. 
 

Into your hands, O hovering Spirit, we place ourselves: 

take us and fashion us after your image; let your comfort strengthen, 

your grace renew, and your fire cleanse us, soul and body, in life and in 

death, in this world of shadows and in your changeless work of light 

eternal, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 



Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen 

 

 

 ENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: The blessing of the living God,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  

surround and sustain you, 

 keep you from harm,  

and fill you with courage. 

C: Amen. 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the risen Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 
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