
 

 
 

The Community of Faith 
May 2, 2021  10:30 Holy Communion 

 

In today’s gospel reading Jesus gives his disciples as new 

commandment.  They are to love one another just as Jesus has loved 

them.  He then goes on to say that self-giving love should be the 

hallmark of those who follow him.  That is a challenge to live, and it is 

complicated too.  But with God’s help we are empowered to do it. 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
Please observe social distancing and remain conscious of the need to 

prevent the spread of infectious disease.  In this bulletin is an insert that 

will be used to determine today’s attendance.  It will also help to identify 

who was here if contact tracing is necessary.  Please fill it out and place 

it in the offering plate. 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



 GATHERING     
 

Prelude and Announcements 

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 

P: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks 

for the gift of baptism. 
 

The worship leader stands by the baptismal font.  Water may be poured into it. 

P: We thank you, risen Christ, 

for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, 

like streams that revive our souls, 

like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

C: Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us as companions on our journey as we share your life.  
 

P: Make us one, risen Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts. 

Shower us with life. 

C: To you be given all praise, 

with the Holy Sprit, 

in the glory of God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Gathering Hymn    All Are Welcome 

(For music see Hymn 641 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Let us build a house where love can dwell 

    and all can safely live, 

    a place where saints and children tell 

    how hearts learn to forgive. 

    Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

    rock of faith and vault of grace; 

    here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 



 

Refrain: All are welcome, 

 all are welcome, 

 all are welcome in this place. 
 

2. Let us build a house where prophets speak, 

    and words are strong and true, 

    where all God’s children dare to seek  

    to dream God’s reign anew. 

    Here the cross shall stand as witness 

    and as symbol of God’s grace; 

    here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: Refrain 
 

3. Let us build a house where love is found 

    in water, wine and wheat: 

    a banquet hall on holy ground 

    where peace and justice meet. 

    Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

    is revealed in time and space; 

    as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: Refrain 
 

4. Let us build a house where hands will reach 

    beyond the wood and stone 

    to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

    and live the Word they’ve known. 

    Here the outcast and the stranger 

    bear the image of God’s face; 

    let us bring an end to fear and danger: Refrain  
 

5. Let us build a house where all are named, 

    their songs and visions heard 

    and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

    as words within the Word. 

    Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

    prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

    let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: Refrain  
 

Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, Copyright 1994 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
Greeting  (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 



Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray… 

Gracious Father, we pray for your Church.  Fill it with all truth and 

peace.  Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where 

in anything it is amiss, reform it; where it is right, strengthen it; where it 

is in need provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of 

Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 WORD    
 

First Reading   Jeremiah 31:1-6 

B: At that time, says the LORD, I will be the God of all the families of 

Israel, and they shall be my people. 

Thus says the LORD: 

The people who survived the sword 

   found grace in the wilderness; 

when Israel sought for rest, 

   the LORD appeared to him from far away. 

I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

   therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 

Again I will build you, and you shall be built, 

   O virgin Israel! 

Again you shall take your tambourines, 

   and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 

Again you shall plant vineyards 

   on the mountains of Samaria; 

the planters shall plant, 

   and shall enjoy the fruit. 

For there shall be a day when sentinels will call 

   in the hill country of Ephraim: 

‘Come, let us go up to Zion, 

   to the LORD our God.’ 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

  
Scripture Poetry   Psalm 100 (read responsively) 

D: Shout joy to the Lord, all earth, 

    serve the Lord with gladness, 

    enter God’s presence with joy! 



C: Know that the Lord is God, 

    our maker to whom we belong, 

    our shepherd, and we the flock. 

D: Enter the temple gates, 

    the courtyard with thanks and praise; 

    give thanks and bless God’s name. 

C: Indeed the Lord is good! 

    God’s love is forever, 

    faithful from age to age.   

 
Second Reading   1 John 2:3-11 

E: Now by this we may be sure that we know him, if we obey his 

commandments. Whoever says, ‘I have come to know him’, but does not 

obey his commandments, is a liar, and in such a person the truth does not 

exist; but whoever obeys his word, truly in this person the love of God 

has reached perfection. By this we may be sure that we are in 

him: whoever says, ‘I abide in him’, ought to walk just as he walked. 

Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old 

commandment that you have had from the beginning; the old 

commandment is the word that you have heard. Yet I am writing you a 

new commandment that is true in him and in you, because the darkness is 

passing away and the true light is already shining. Whoever says, ‘I am 

in the light’, while hating a brother or sister, is still in the 

darkness. Whoever loves a brother or sister lives in the light, and in such 

a person there is no cause for stumbling. But whoever hates another 

believer is in the darkness, walks in the darkness, and does not know the 

way to go, because the darkness has brought on blindness. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation (John 13:35) 

C: Alleluia.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 

you have love for one another.  Alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading  John 13:31-14:14 
The gospel is announced:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 13th and 14th chapters. 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been 

glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in 

him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at 



once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for 

me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, 

you cannot come.” I give you a new commandment, that you love one 

another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By 

this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 

one another.’ 

Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, where are you going?’ Jesus answered, 

‘Where I am going, you cannot follow me now; but you will follow 

afterwards.’ Peter said to him, ‘Lord, why can I not follow you now? I 

will lay down my life for you.’ Jesus answered, ‘Will you lay down your 

life for me? Very truly, I tell you, before the cock crows, you will have 

denied me three times. 

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 

me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not 

so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go 

and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 

myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the 

way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do 

not know where you are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus said 

to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father 

also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.’ 

Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 

satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, 

and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 

How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in 

the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not 

speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his 

works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if 

you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, 

I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do 

and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the 

Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 

glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
After the reading:  

P: The Gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Children’s Sermon 

 
Sermon 



 
Hymn of the Day          Will You Let Me Be Your Servant 
(For music see Hymn 659 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Will you let me be your servant, 

    let me be as Christ to you? 

    Pray that I may have the grace to 

    let you be my servant, too.  
 

2. We are pilgrims on a journey, 

    we are trav’lers on the road; 

    we are here to help each other 

    walk the mile and bear the load. 
 

3. I will hold the Christ-light for you 

    in the night-time of your fear; 

    I will hold my hand out to you, 

    speak the peace you long to hear. 
 

4. I will weep when you are weeping; 

    when you laugh I’ll laugh with you. 

    I will share your joy and sorrow 

    till we’ve seen the journey through.  
 

5. Will you let me be your servant, 

    let me be as Christ to you? 

    Pray that I may have the grace to 

    let you be my servant, too.  
 

Text: Richard Gillard, b. 1953.  Music: Richard Gillard; arr. Betty Pulkingham, b. 1928. Text and music copyright 1977 Scripture in 

Son, admin. Integrity  Music 

 
Nicene Creed 

P: Let us confirm our faith with the Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 



    of one Being with the Father; 

    through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again, 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

    who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  These three 

petitions will be read by people in the congregation: 
 

A: As you have promised to hear the cries of all the needy, listen now to 

the countless people around the world who are suffering from sickness, 

from the coronavirus, from injustice, from abuse, from starvation. Hear 

our pleas for India.  Lord in your mercy… 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

B:  Inspire all Christian communities to welcome and incorporate people, 

whether those people be attractive or unattractive, rich or poor, of their 

race or of a different race.  Be with our missionaries, the Rev. Matthew 

Nickoloff and the Rev. Karen Anderson.  Lord in your mercy… 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

 

 



 

E:   We remember those who have died in the faith, especially today 

Athanasius the theologian and those we name in our hearts. As you have 

promised to bring your people into your strong and tender embrace, 

preserve us until we enter with all the saints into your everlasting mercy.  

Lord in your mercy…  

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

The pastor concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 MEAL     
 

Special Music  

 
Offering Prayer 

P: Let us pray: 

C: God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your 

table.  Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.  Abide with us and 

send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved 

Child, Jesus Christ.  Amen.  
 
Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus, the true Paschal Lamb 

who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed 

death, and in rising has embodied the promise of eternal life.  And so, 

with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with all the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join in their unending hymn: 

 



 
 

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken) 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread, 

gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.  

This is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Communion Distribution 
Welcome to the Lord’s Supper!  All who are baptized are invited to receive 

communion.  The pastor will bring a wafer to you and place it in your hands.  

The communion assistant will follow with a tray of grape juice or wine.  If you 

need a gluten free option please tell the pastor. 

 

 

 

 



Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say: 

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 
Post Communion Prayer 

E: Let us pray:  Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put 

gladness in our hearts.  Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as 

joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.  

 

 

 SENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to 

love the risen Lord Jesus. 

 

The God of life, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

bless you now and forever.   

C: Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn      Oh, Praise the Gracious Power 
(For music see Hymn 651 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Oh, praise the gracious pow’r 

    that tumbles walls of fear 

    and gather in one house of faith 

    all strangers far and near: 
 

Refrain We praise you, Christ! 

Your cross has made us one! 
 

2. Oh, praise persistent truth 

    that opens fist-ed minds 

    and eases from their anxious clutch 

    the prejudice that blinds:  Refrain 
 

3. Oh, praise inclusive love, 

    encircling ev’ry race, 

    oblivious to gender, wealth, 



    to social rank or place:  Refrain 
 

4. Oh, praise the word of faith 

    that claims us as God’s own, 

    a living temple built on Christ, 

    our rock and cornerstone:  Refrain 
 

5. Oh, praise the tide of grace 

    that laps at ev’ry shore 

    with visions of a world at peace, 

    no longer bled by war: Refrain 
 

6. Oh, praise the pow’r, the truth, 

    the love, the word, the tide. 

    Yet more than these, oh, praise their source, 

    praise Christ the crucified: Refrain 
 

7. Oh, praise the living Christ 

    with faith’s bright songful voice! 

    Announce the gospel to the world 

    and with these words rejoice: Refrain 
 

Text:Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945.  Music: Carol Doran, b. 1936.  Text and music copyright 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc.  

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the risen Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 
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