
 

 
 

7th Sunday of Easter 
May 21, 2023  10:30 Holy Communion 

 

We’re moving into the fourth part of the Sermon on the Mount today.  

Jesus’ teachings have moved into applying what he has been teaching 

thus far.  Given what we’ve learned from the earlier sections we aren’t 

surprised that his words are filled with challenges.  His words may have 

made his followers feel guilty, but he is really teaching a life orientation 

that will lead to wholeness. 

 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the 

back of the sanctuary. 
 

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand. 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



 GATHERING     
 

Prelude and Announcements 

 

Closing of the Sunday School Year 

 
Gathering Hymn    Children of the Heavenly Father 
(For music turn to Hymn 781 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Children of the heav’nly Father 

    safely in his bosom gather; 

    nestling bird nor star in heaven 

    such a refuge e’re was given. 
 

2. God his own doth tend and nourish, 

    in his holy courts they flourish. 

    From all evil things he spares them, 

    in his mighty arms he bears them. 
 

3. Neither life nor death shall ever 

    from the Lord his children sever; 

    unto them his grace he showeth, 

    and their sorrows all he knoweth. 
 

4. Though he giveth or he taketh, 

    God his children ne’er forsaketh; 

    his the loving purpose solely 

    to preserve them pure and holy.  
 

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958.  Music: Swedish folk tune.   

Text copyright 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America 

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, 

by whose hand we are given new birth, 

by whose speaking we are given new life. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are welcomed, restored, and supported as citizens of the new creation. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

C: Holy God, 

holy and merciful, 

holy and mighty, 



you are the river of life, 

you are the everlasting wellspring. 
 

In mercy and might you have freed us from death 

and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. 

In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, 

and in them we are born anew. 
 

The worship leader stands by the baptismal font.  Water may be poured into it. 

P: Glory to you for oceans and lakes, 

for rivers and streams. 

Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, 

quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. 

Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, 

the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation.  

C: Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 

Empower our witness to your resurrection. 

Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 
 

P: Satisfy the world’s needs through this living water. 

Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 

Where despair prevails, grant hope. 

Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 

We ask this through Christ, 

who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise  I Am the Resurrection and the Life 
(For music turn to Hymn 16 in the Songbook binder) 

Chorus 

    I am the resurrection and the life 

    all who believe in Me will never die 

    I am the resurrection and the life 

    all who believe in Me will live a new life. 
 

1. I have come to bring the truth 

    I have come to bring you life 

    if you believe then you shall live.  Chorus 
 

2. In My word all men will come to know 

    it is love which makes the spirit grow 

    if you believe then you shall live.  Chorus 
 



3. Keep in mind the things that I have said 

    remember Me in the breaking of the bread 

    if you believe then you shall live.  Chorus 
 

Text and music: Ray Repp, CCLI #9189, Copyright 1967 K & R Music Publishing  

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray. Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your 

own, and by the powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil.  By 

your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, that we may find joy in 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 WORD    
 
First Reading  Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

B: 15In [the days after Jesus ascended] Peter stood up among the believers 

(together the crowd numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and 

said, 16“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through 

David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested 

Jesus— 17for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 

ministry.”  
21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord 

Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the 

day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us 

to his resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was 

also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you 

know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25to 

take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to 

go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; 

and he was added to the eleven apostles. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 
Scripture Poetry  Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35  (read responsively) 

D: God rises up, 

    enemies of heaven scatter: 

C: they dispense like smoke, they melt like wax, 

    they perish before God. 

D: But the just are glad, 

    they rejoice before God and celebrate with song. 



C: Sing to God’s name, play hymns! 

    God rides the clouds.  Send up a song! 

    “Lord” is God’s name, Rejoice! 

D: Father to the fatherless, defender of widows: 

    God in the temple! 

C: God gives the homeless a home, sets prisoners free to prosper  

    but the rebellious are banished to the wild. 

D: God, when you led your people, 

    when you marched in the desert, 

C: earth shook, heaven rained before you, 

    Israel’s God, the Lord of Sinai. 

D: You gave us downpours 

    to refresh the promised land 

C: where you nourish your flock. 

    Gracious God, you strengthen the weak. 

D: Rulers of the earth, sing to God. 

    Make music for the Lord. 

C: who rides the clouds, 

    whose voice is thunder. 

D: Acknowledge the power of God who governs Israel, 

    whose strength is in the storm clouds. 

C: You inspire wonder in your temple, God of Israel, 

    as you fill your people with power and might. 

    Blessed be God!  

 
Second Reading   Romans 12:1-8 

E: I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of 

God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 3For by the grace given to me I 

say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought 

to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of 

faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and 

not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body 

in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that 

differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 

faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in 

exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, 

in cheerfulness. 
After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 



Gospel Acclamation (Matthew 7:7) 

C: Alleluia. Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; 

knock, and the door will be opened for you.  Alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading  Matthew 6:19-7:12 
The gospel is announced:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 6th and 7th chapters. 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 
[Jesus continued preaching] “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 

where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store 

up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and 

where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also. 22“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, 

your whole body will be full of light; 23but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole 

body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is 

the darkness! 24“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the 

one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve God and wealth. 
25“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what 

you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than 

food, and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; they 

neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 

them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And can any of you by worrying 

add a single hour to your span of life? 28And why do you worry about clothing? 

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I 

tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30But if 

God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is 

thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little 

faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we 

drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these 

things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 

things. 33But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well. 34“So do not worry about tomorrow, 

for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today. 

“Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. 2For with the judgment you make 

you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get. 3Why 

do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the log in your 

own eye? 4Or how can you say to your neighbor, ‘Let me take the speck out of 

your eye,’ while the log is in your own eye? 5You hypocrite, first take the log 

out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your 

neighbor’s eye. 6“Do not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls 

before swine, or they will trample them under foot and turn and maul you. 
7“Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door 

will be opened for you. 8For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who 

searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 9Is there 



anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, will give a stone? 10Or if 

the child asks for a fish, will give a snake? 11If you then, who are evil, know 

how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in 

heaven give good things to those who ask him! 
12“In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the 

law and the prophets. 

After the reading:  

P: The Gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Children’s Sermon 

 
Sermon 

 
Hymn of the Day          Lord of All Hopefulness 
(For music turn to Hymn 765 in the Red Hymnal)  
 

1. Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,  

   Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy:  

   Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,  

   Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.  
 

2. Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,  

    Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:       

    Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,  

   Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 

3. Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,  

   Your hand swift to welcome, your arms to embrace:  

   Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,  

   Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.  
  
4. Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,  

   Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:  

   Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,  

   Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
 

Text: Ian Struther, 1901-1953; Music: Irish Traditional 

 
Nicene Creed 

P: Let us confirm our faith with the Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate of the virgin Mary and 

became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 

again, in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 

end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Church 
P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  Please conclude 

your petition with: Lord in your mercy, 

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer. 
The pastor concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 
Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: We share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 MEAL     
 

Special Music 

 
Hymn of Thanksgiving    Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord 
For music turn to page 35 in the Blue Hymnal 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 

unite them with the prayers we offer now. 

Grace our table with your presence, Lord, 

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
Offering Prayer 

P: Let us pray: Generous God,  

C: in this meal you offer your very self. 

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 

In the breaking of this bread 

reveal to us the Risen one. 

In the pouring of this wine 

pour us out in service to the world; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus, the true Paschal Lamb 

who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed 

death, and in rising has embodied the promise of eternal life.  And so, 

with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with all the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join in their unending hymn: 



 

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken) 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread, 

gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.  

This is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 

P: Now let us feast this day on Christ, the bread of heaven.  Alleluia 

 
Communion Distribution 
Welcome to the Lord’s Supper!  All who are baptized are invited to receive 

communion.  We use wheat bread and wine for communion.  If you would prefer 

a gluten free wafer instead of bread please tell the communion assistant.  Also, if 

you prefer grape juice to wine, it is available pre-filled in the individual glasses.  

As we commune together everyone is invited to sing the following hymns: 

Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal) 

445  Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters (Red Hymnal) 



446  I’m Going on a Journey (Red Hymnal) 
 

Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say: 

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 
Post Communion Prayer 

A: Let us pray:  Gracious God, 

in you we live and move and have our being. 

With your word and this meal of grace, 

you have nourished our life together. 

Strengthen us to show your love 

and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen.  

 

 

 SENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: The God of all, 

who raised Jesus from the dead, 

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 

to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn Send Us Out 
(For music turn to Hymn 29 in the Songbook binder) 
 

1. We have been called by the Lord.  

    We have been saved by the Word.  

     Now let the Word be restored.  

     Now let the Gospel be heard 
 

Refrain 

Send us out to teach what God has done.  

Send us out to reach ev’ry single one.  

Send us out. Send us out.  
 

2. We who were bound by our shame,  

    ruled by our fears within.  

    Stand and declare by the name,  



    freedom from all of our sin.   Refrain 
 

3. Teach what God has done.  

    Reach ev’ry single one.  

    Teach what God has done.  

    Reach ev’ry single one.        Refrain 
 

4. We have been called by the Lord.  

    We have been saved by the Word.  

     Now let the Word be restored.  

     Now let the Gospel be heard  Refrain 
 

Text and Music by James Hersch; Copyright 1994 Dakota Road Music; CCLI# 1790882 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the  Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

 

Worship assistants TODAY: 

Greeters and Ushers Gary Wood 

Acolyte   Creed White 

Altar Care  Gary Boisseau 

Communion Assistant Mary Zuege 

Counters  John and Linda Thompson  

Coffee Hour 

 

Worship assistants for next Sunday, May 28, 2023 

Greeters and Ushers Mary and Greg Zuege 

Acolyte   Thomas Bullwinkle 

Altar Care  Gary Boisseau 

Communion Assistant Greg Zuege 

Counters  Linda Flood and Sue Kaufmann 

Coffee Hour  Confirmation Reception 
 

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States, unless otherwise noted.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, 

Liturgical Training Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2023 copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564 

stjohnsvictor.com  (585) 924-5192 

The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor 

William Shi, Pianist 


