
 

 

 
 

The Day of Pentecost 
May 23, 2021 10:30 Holy Communion 

 

Pentecost is an ancient Jewish festival celebrating the first of the year’s 

harvest.  Indeed even in our northern climate we are just beginning to get 

fresh food from our gardens.  It was during the Pentecost celebration that 

the Holy Spirit dramatically came upon the disciples of Jesus; 

empowering them to begin the work of spreading the gospel throughout 

the world.  So, Pentecost was the first of the harvest of the Spirit’s work 

in the church.  Though centuries later, we too depend upon the work of 

the Spirit to nourish the church and bring about the harvest of God’s 

kingdom. 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
Please observe social distancing and remain conscious of the need to 

prevent the spread of infectious disease.  In this bulletin is an insert that 

will be used to determine today’s attendance.  It will also help to identify 

who was here if contact tracing is necessary.  Please fill it out and place 

it in the offering plate. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



 GATHERING     
 

Prelude and Announcements 

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 

P: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks 

for the gift of baptism. 
 

The worship leader stands by the baptismal font.  Water may be poured into it. 

P: We thank you, risen Christ, 

for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, 

like streams that revive our souls, 

like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

C: Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us as companions on our journey as we share your life.  
 

P: Make us one, risen Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts. 

Shower us with life. 

C: To you be given all praise, 

with the Holy Sprit, 

in the glory of God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gathering Hymn   Spirit Song 
(For music turn to Hymn 51 in the Songbook binder) 
 

1. Oh let the Son of God enfold you  

    with his Spirit and his love.  

    Let him fill your heart and satisfy your soul.  

    O let him have the things that hold you,  

    and his Spirit like a dove  

    will descend upon your life and make you whole. Refrain 
 

Refrain: Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 

              Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 
 

2. O come and sing this song with gladness  

    as your hearts are filled with joy.  

    Lift your hands in sweet surrender to his name.  

    O give him all your tears and sadness;  

    give him all your years of pain,  

    and you’ll enter into life in Jesus’ name. Refrain 
 

Text and music: John Wimber, copyright 1979 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing; CCLI #27824 

 
Apostles’ Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray… 

O God, every day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending 

your Holy Spirit.  Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a 

right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through 

Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 WORD    
 

First Reading  Acts 2:1-21 

B: When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 

place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 

violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested 

on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  
5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 

because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 
7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 

Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 

language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, 

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 

and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both 

Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear 

them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and 

perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others 

sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”  
14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 

them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to 

you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 

suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was 

spoken through the prophet Joel: 17‘In the last days it will be, God 

declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 

your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, 

and your old men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men 

and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall 

prophesy. 19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on 

the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun shall be 

turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the 

Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then everyone who calls on the name of 

the Lord shall be saved.’  

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



Scripture Poetry  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b (read responsively) 

D: God, how fertile your genius! 

    You shape each thing, 

    you fill the world 

    with what you do. 

C: I watch the sea, wide and deep, 

    filled with fish, large and small, 

    with ships that ply their trade, 

    and your own toy, Leviathan. 
 

D: All look to you for food 

    when they hunger; 

C: you provide it and they feed. 

    your open your hand, they feast; 

    you turn away, they fear. 
 

D: You steal their breath, 

    they drop back into dust. 

C: breathe into them, they rise; 

    the face of the earth comes alive! 
 

D: Let God’s glory endure 

    and the Lord delight in creating. 

C: One look from God, earth quivers; 

    one touch, and mountains erupt. 

D: I will sing to my God, 

    make music for the Lord 

    as long a live. 

C: Let my song give joy to God 

    who is a joy to me. 

    I will bless you, Lord! 

    Hallelujah!   

 
Second Reading  Romans 8:22-27 

E: 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains 

until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 

first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 

redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is 

seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for 

what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  
26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how 

to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep 

for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of 



the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the 

will of God.  

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation  

C: Alleluia.  Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and 

kindle in us the fire of your love.  Alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading  John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 
The gospel is announced:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 15th and 16th chapters. 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples] ”When the Advocate comes, whom I will 

send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the 

Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27You also are to testify because you 

have been with me from the beginning.  

 “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with 

you. 5But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 

‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I have said these things to you, 

sorrow has filled your hearts.  
7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, 

for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I 

will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will prove the world 

wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, because 

they do not believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I am going to 

the Father and you will see me no longer; 11about judgment, because the 

ruler of this world has been condemned. 12“I still have many things to say 

to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, 

he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but 

will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that 

are to come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and 

declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said 

that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
After the reading:  

P: The gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Children’s Sermon 

 
Sermon 



Hymn of the Day  Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness 
(for music see Hymn 396 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

Refrain Spirit, spirit of gentleness,  

             blow through the wilderness  

             calling and free;  

             Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,  

             stir me from placidness,    

             wind, wind on the sea. 
 

1. You moved on the waters,  

    you called to the deep,  

    then you coaxed up the mountains  

    from the valleys of sleep;  

    and over the eons you called to each thing;  

    “Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.”  

    Refrain  
 

2. You swept through the desert,  

    you stung with the sand  

    and you goaded your people  

    with a law and a land;  

    and when they were blinded with idols and lies,  

    then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes.  

    Refrain 
 

3. You sang in the stable,  

    you cried from a hill,  

    then you whispered in silence  

    when the whole world was still;  

    and down in the city you called once again,  

    when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind.  

    Refrain 
 

4. You call from tomorrow,  

    you break ancient schemes,  

    From the bondage of sorrow  

    all the captives dream dreams;     

    our women see visions, our men clear their eyes,  

   With bold new decisions, your people arise.  

    Refrain 
 

Text and music: James K. Manley; Copyright 1978 James K. Manley 
 

 



 RITE OF CONFIRMATION     
Jacob Kurilovitch and Rudy Stroup have accomplished the requirements of the 

confirmation program and become adult members by making public affirmation 

of their baptisms.  Please turn to the Affirmation of Baptism service on page 234 

in the front of the Red Hymnal. 

 
Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: We share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

 

 

 MEAL     
 

Special Music  

 
Offering Prayer 

P: Let us pray: 

C: God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your 

table.  Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.  Abide with us and 

send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved 

Child, Jesus Christ.  Amen.  
 
Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus, the true Paschal Lamb 

who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed 

death, and in rising has embodied the promise of eternal life.  And so, 

with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with all the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join in their unending hymn: 
 



(Isaiah 6:3, spoken) 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread, 

gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.  

This is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Communion Distribution 
Welcome to the Lord’s Supper!  All who are baptized are invited to receive 

communion.  The pastor will bring a wafer to you and place it in your hands.  

The communion assistant will follow with a tray of grape juice or wine.  If you 

need a gluten free option please tell the pastor. 

 
Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say: 

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 



Post Communion Prayer 

E: Let us pray:  Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put 

gladness in our hearts.  Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as 

joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.  

 

 

 SENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and bound in 

thanksgiving; and the blessing of God be upon you and remain with you 

always.   

C: Amen 

 
Sending Hymn      God of the Sparrow 
(For music turn to Hymn 740 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. God of the sparrow God of the whale   

    God of the swirling stars 

    How does the creature say Awe 

    How does the creature say Praise 
 

2. God of the earthquake God of the storm 

    God of the trumpet blast 

    How does the creature cry Woe 

    How does the creature cry Save 
 

3. God of the rainbow God of the cross 

    God of the empty grave 

    How does the creature say Grace 

    How does the creature say Thanks 
 

4. God of the hungry God of the sick 

    God of the prodigal 

    How does the creature say Care 

    How does the creature say Life 
 

5. God of the neighbor God of the foe 

    God of the pruning hook 

    How does the creature say Love 

    How does the creature say Peace 



 

6. God of the ages God near at hand 

    God of the loving heart 

    How do your children say Joy 

    How do your children say Home  
 

Text:Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919; Music: Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929,  

Text copyright 1983 Concordia Publishing House, Music copyright 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 
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