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The I*' Sunday After Pentecost

May 31, 2026 8:30 & 10:30 Service of the Word

Jesus promised that he would return and draw all things to himself. The
earliest Christians thought it would be very soon. But that has not
happened. We still await the fulfillment of those promises. Today we
read three parables from Jesus about faithful waiting.

Welcome to worship today!
If you are visiting St. John’s we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand.

The Zoom feed for this service is shown in the nursery.



1  GATHERING T

Prelude and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God,
whose mercy endures forever.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Merciful God,

C: we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

P: Jesus says, “Come to me,

all who are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

Your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn O Day of Rest and Gladness
(For music see Hymn 521 in the Red Hymnal)

1. O day of rest and gladness,
O day of joy and light,
O balm for care and sadness,
most beautiful, most bright;
on you the high and lowly,
through ages join in tune,
sing, “Holy, holy, holy,”
to God the great triune.

2. On you, at earth’s creation,
the light first had its birth;



on you, for our salvation,

Christ rose from depths of earth;
on you, our Lord victorious

the Spirit sent from heav’n;

and thus on you, most glorious,
a three-fold light was giv’n.

3. Today on weary nations
the heav’nly manna falls;
to holy convocations
the silver trumpet calls,
where gospel light is glowing
with pure and radiant beams
the living water flowing
with soul refreshing streams.

4. New graces ever gaining
from this our day of rest,
we reach the rest remaining
to spirits of the blest.

We sing to you our praises,
O Father, Spirit, Son;

the church ifs voice upraises
to you, blest Three in One.

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 180701885, alt. Music: German melody, 18" cent.; adapt. X.L. Harting Melodien zum Mainzer
Gesangbuche, 1833

Greeting (2 Corinthians 13:13)

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Gathering Dialog (Deuteronomy 26, 11, 8)

A: You are the treasured people of the Lord,

C: a people holy to the Lord our God.

A: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children.
C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you rise.

A: One does not live by bread alone,

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.




Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of our
sins and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

T WORD -

First Reading Romans 13:11-24

B: [Paul writes] Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now
than when we became believers; “the night is far gone, the day is near.
Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; "let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. “Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision
for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 122 (read responsively)
D: With joy I heard them say,
“Let us go to the Lord’s house!”
C: And now, Jerusalem,
we stand inside your gates.
D: Jerusalem, the city so built
that city and temple are one.
C: To you the tribe go up,
every tribe of the Lord.
D: It is the law of Israel
to honor God’s name.
C: The seats of law are here,
the thrones of David’s line.
D: Pray peace for Jerusalem:
happiness for your homes,
C: safety inside your walls,
peace in your great houses.
D: For love of family and friends
I say, “Peace be with you!”




C: For love of the Lord’s house
I pray for your good.

Gospel Acclamation (1 Peter 1:25)
C: Alleluia. The word of the Lord endures forever. That word is the
good news that was announced to you. Alleluia.

Gospel Reading Matthew 24:45 —25:30

The gospel is announced.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 24" and 25" chapters.
C: Glory to you O Lord.

[Jesus said] “*“Who then is the faithful and wise slave, whom his master
has put in charge of his household, to give the other slaves their
allowance of food at the proper time? “°Blessed is that slave whom his
master will find at work when he arrives. *’Truly I tell you, he will put
that one in charge of all his possessions. “*But if that wicked slave says to
himself, ‘My master is delayed,” “’and he begins to beat his fellow
slaves, and eats and drinks with drunkards, *"the master of that slave will
come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour that he does
not know. “'He will cut him in pieces and put him with the hypocrites,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. “Five of them were foolish,
and five were wise. “When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil
with them; “but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. “As the
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. “But at
midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to
meet him.” "Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps.
“The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are
going out.” “But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you
and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’
'"And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who
were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was
shut. ''Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open
to us.” '“But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” “Keep
awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.

“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and
entrusted his property to them; "“to one he gave five talents, to another
two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.
"“The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded
with them, and made five more talents. ''In the same way, the one who
had the two talents made two more talents. '“But the one who had




received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his
master’s money. '’After a long time the master of those slaves came and
settled accounts with them. ’Then the one who had received the five
talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you
handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.” *'His
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have
been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things;
enter into the joy of your master.” *?And the one with the two talents also
came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I
have made two more talents.” >’His master said to him, ‘Well done, good
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will
put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’
**Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward,
saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you
did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; °so I was
afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what
is yours.” “But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You
knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did
not scatter? ’Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and on my return [ would have received what was my own with
interest. ““So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten
talents. “’For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will
have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they
have will be taken away. *’As for this worthless slave, throw him into the
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

After the reading:

P: The gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon



Hymn of the Day My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
(for music, see Hymn 597 in the Red Hymnal)

1. My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
no merit of my own I claim,
but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

Refrain: On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
all other ground is sinking sand.

2. When darkness veils his lovely face,
I rest on his unchanging grace;
in ev’ry high and stormy gale
my anchor holds within the veil. Refrain

3. His oath, his covenant, his blood
sustain me in the raging flood;
when all supports are washed away,
he then is all my hope and stay. Refrain

4. When he shall come with trumpet sound,
oh, may I then in him be found,
clothed in his righteousness alone,
redeemed to stand before the throne! Refrain

Text: Edward Mote, Music John B. Dykes

Response to the Word

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation.

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit.

P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;



he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

A: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
C: pray in the Holy Spirit. (Jude 20)

A: Keep yourselves in the love of God;
C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21)

A: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
C: Everything old has passed away;
behold, everything has become new! (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

i THANKSGIVING ¢

Offertory and Gathering of Prayers and Offerings

You are invited to write a prayer concern on the small blank slip of paper in
your worship bulletin. This slip will be collected by the ushers in the offering
plates. The concerns raised will be prayed for later in the service.




Hymn of Thanksgiving

Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil

For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal
Lord, let my heart be good soil,

open to the seed of your Word.

Lord, let my heart be good soil,

where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard,

break the stone away.

When my heart is cold,

warm it with the day.

When my heart is lost,

lead me on your way.

Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc.

Offering Prayer
P: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God,

C: ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in
need, through Jesus our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Issues raised by the congregation are lifted in prayer.

The prayer concludes:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.




Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

i SENDING ¢

Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Sending Hymn To Be Your Presence
(For music turn to Hymn 546 in the Red Hymnal)

1. To be your presence is our mission here,
to show compassion’s face and list’ning ear,
to be your heart of mercy ever near,
alleluia!

2. To be your presence is our mission bold,
to feed the poor and shelter homeless cold,
to be your hands of justice, right uphold,
alleluia!

3. To be your presence is our mission blest,
to speak for all the broken and oppressed,
to be your voice of hope, your love expressed,
alleluia!



4. We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice,
to serve your people is our call and choice,
and in this mission we, the church, rejoice,
alleluia!

Text: Delored Dufner, OSB, b. 1939, copyright 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. .Music: Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.



Worship assistants TODAY:
Greeters and Ushers Linda Flood

Acolyte Charlotte Stroup
Counters John and Linda Thompson
Coffee Hour

Worship assistants for next Sunday, June 7
Greeters and Ushers Janice Lockwood

Acolyte Elijah Young

Altar Care Linda Flood

Communion Assistant Mary Zuege

Counters Bruce and Connie Stevenson
Coffee Hour

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications.
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