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The 24™ Sunday After Pentecost

November 12, 2023 10:30 Service of the Word

Today we read what is often called Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer. It is
John 17. In that prayer Jesus prays for his disciples and all those who
follow after him. As we read it we are given insight into what God
intends for the world, and insight into our role in God’s plans.

Welcome to worship today!

If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand.



1  GATHERING

Prelude and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be holy Trinity, one God,
in whose image we are made,

who claims us and calls us beloved.
C: Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection

P: Holy One,

C: we confess that we are not awake for you.
We are not faithful in using your gifts.

We forget the least of our siblings.

We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin

that divides your beloved community.

Open our hearts to your coming,

open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation.
Amen.

P: Beloved, we are God’s children,

and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through Jesus you are forgiven,

by Jesus you are welcome,

in Jesus you are called to rejoice!

Let us live in the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world.

C: Amen

Gathering Hymn Let the Walls Fall Down
(for music, please turn to Hymn 21 in the Songbook binder)
Refrain

Let the walls fall down,

let the walls fall down,

let the walls fall down;

By his love let the walls fall down.

1. One by one, we’re drawn together,
one by one, to Jesus’ side.
One in Him, we’ll live forever,



strangers He has reconciled. Refrain

2. In His Love, no walls between us,
in His love, a common ground.
Kneeling at the cross of Jesus
all our pride comes tumbling down. Refrain

Text and music: Bill Balstone, John Barbour, Anne Barbour; copyright 1993 Maranatha Praise, Inc.; CCLI #1185954

Greeting (2 Corinthians 13:13)

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Gathering Dialog (Deuteronomy 26, 11, 8)

A: You are the treasured people of the Lord,

C: a people holy to the Lord our God.

A: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children.
C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you rise.

A: One does not live by bread alone,

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to
your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in
joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

T WORD -

First Reading 1 John 5:9-13

B: °If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for
this is the testimony of God that he has testified to his Son.

¥Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts.
Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing
in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. **And this is the
testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. *A\Whoever




has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not
have life. **I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son
of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 1 (read together)
C: If you would be blessed:

never walk with the wicked,
never stand with sinners,

never sit among cynics,

but delight in the Lord’s teaching
and study it night and day.

You will stand like a tree

planted by a stream,

bearing fruit in season,

its leaves never fading,

its yield always plenty.

Not so for the wicked,

like chaff they are blown by the wind.
They will not withstand judgment,

nor assemble with the just.

The Lord marks the way of the upright,
but the corrupt walk to ruin.

Children’s Sermon

Gospel Acclamation (John 14:18)
C: Alleluia. I will not leave you orphaned, says the Lord. | am
coming to you. Alleluia.

Gospel Reading and Interpretation John 17

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 17" chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said,
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify
you, %since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal
life to all whom you have given him. *And this is eternal life, that they
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have




sent. 4l glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to
do. 3So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that
I had in your presence before the world existed.

] have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept
your word. ‘Now they know that everything you have given me is from
you; 8for the words that you gave to me | have given to them, and they
have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they
have believed that you sent me. °I am asking on their behalf; | am not
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me,
because they are yours. °All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and |
have been glorified in them.

And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and |
am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have
given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. **While I was with
them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. | guarded
them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so
that the scripture might be fulfilled. **But now | am coming to you, and |
speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made
complete in themselves. *I have given them your word, and the world
has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as | do not
belong to the world. *°1 am not asking you to take them out of the world,
but | ask you to protect them from the evil one. **They do not belong to
the world, just as | do not belong to the world.

7sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me
into the world, so | have sent them into the world. **And for their sakes |
sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.

207 ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will
believe in me through their word, ?!that they may all be one. As you,
Father, are in me and | am in you, may they also be in us, so that the
world may believe that you have sent me. ??The glory that you have
given me | have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, %I
in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the
world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me.

24Father, | desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with
me where | am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you
loved me before the foundation of the world. ®“Righteous Father, the
world does not know you, but | know you; and these know that you have
sent me. 2°I made your name known to them, and | will make it known,
so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in
them.”



After the reading:
P: The gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you O Christ.

Hymn of the Day Goodness is Stronger than Evil
(For harmonization see Hymn 721 in the Red Hymnal)

Goodness is stronger than evil;
love is stronger that hate;

light is stronger than darkness;
life is stronger than death;
vict’ry is ours,

vict’ry is ours,

through God who loves us.
Vict’ry is ours,

vict’ry is ours,

through God who loves us.

Text: From An African Prayer Book, Desmond Tutu, b. 1931, copyright 1995 Desmond Tutu, admin. Random House, Inc. and Lynn
C. Franklin Associates, Ltd. Music: John L. Bell, b. 1949, copyright 1996 lona Community, Admin. GIA Publications, Inc.

Response to the Word

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation.

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit.

P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints



the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
: pray in the Holy Spirit. (Jude 20)

D
C
D: Keep yourselves in the love of God,;

C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21)
D

C

. If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
: Everything old has passed away;
behold, everything has become new! (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Prayers of the Church

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. Please conclude
your petition with: Lord in your mercy,

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

T  THANKSGIVING ¢

Special Music

Hymn of Thanksgiving

Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil

For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal
Lord, let my heart be good soil,

open to the seed of your Word.

Lord, let my heart be good soil,




where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard,

break the stone away.

When my heart is cold,

warm it with the day.

When my heart is lost,

lead me on your way.

Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc.

Offering Prayer
P: Letus pray: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth.

C: Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us
to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to
praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.



i  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: The blessing of God,

Sovereign, Savior, and Spirit,
be with you today and always.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn | Am the Resurrection and the Life
(For music turn to Hymn 16 in the Songbook binder)
Chorus

I am the resurrection and the life

all who believe in Me will never die

| am the resurrection and the life

all who believe in Me will live a new life.

1. I have come to bring the truth
I have come to bring you life
if you believe then you shall live. Chorus

2. In My word all men will come to know
it is love which makes the spirit grow
if you believe then you shall live. Chorus

3. Keep in mind the things that I have said
remember Me in the breaking of the bread
if you believe then you shall live. Chorus

Text and music: Ray Repp, CCLI #9189, Copyright 1967 K & R Music Publishing

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.
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Worship assistants TODAY:
Greeters and Ushers ~ Mary and Greg Zuege

Acolyte Alyssa Young
Counters Linda Flood and Sue Kaufmann
Coffee Hour The Spawtons

Worship assistants for next Sunday, November 19
Greeters and Ushers  John and Linda Thompson

Acolyte Thomas Bullwinkle

Altar Care Mary Zuege

Communion Assistant  Adele Garvey

Counters John and Linda Thompson
Coffee Hour Parish Thanksgiving Dinner

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications. Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2023 copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress.
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888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564
stjohnsvictor.com (585) 924-5192
The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor
William Shi, Pianist



