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25" Sunday after Pentecost

November 19, 2023 10:30 Holy Communion
We arrive at John 18 today. The Last Supper has ended and Jesus goes
out with his disciples to a garden to pray. There while he is praying he
will be arrested and taken into custody. The scene is fear filled and
violent. All of Jesus’ ministry is unraveling. Yet in the midst of it all
Jesus remains in control. And we see some profound and humorous bits
as well.

Welcome to worship today!

If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand



1  GATHERING

Prelude and Announcements

Gathering Hymn He Is Exalted
(For music turn to Hymn 14 in the Songbook binder)
1. He is exalted, the King is exalted on high,

I will praise Him.

He is exalted, forever exalted

And | will praise His name!

Chorus
He is the Lord, forever His truth shall reign.
Heaven and earth
Rejoice in His holy name.
He is exalted, the King is exalted on high!

2. He is exalted, the King is exalted on high,
I will praise Him.
He is exalted, forever exalted
And | will praise His name! Chorus 2 times
Text and music by Twila Paris. CCLI #17827. Copyright 1985 Straightway Music, administered by EMI Christian Music Publishing

Apostles’ Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be holy Trinity, one God,
in whose image we are made,

who claims us and calls us beloved.
C: Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection

P: Holy One,

C: we confess that we are not awake for you.

We are not faithful in using your gifts.

We forget the least of our siblings.

We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin

that divides your beloved community.




Open our hearts to your coming,

open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation.
Amen.

P: Beloved, we are God’s children,

and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through Jesus you are forgiven,

by Jesus you are welcome,

in Jesus you are called to rejoice!

Let us live in the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world.

C: Amen

Hymn of Praise  I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
(For music see Hymn 860 in the Red Hymnal)

1. ’m so glad Jesus lifted me.
I’m so glad Jesus lifted me.
I’m so glad Jesus lifted me,
singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me.

2. Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me.
Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me.
Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me,
singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me.

3. When | was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.
When | was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.
When | was in trouble, Jesus lifted me,
singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me.

Text and music: African American Spiritual

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be
priest and sovereign forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, now
divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious and gentle
rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.




i WORD -

First Reading Revelation 1:4-8
“John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace
from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits who are before his throne, *and from Jesus Christ, the faithful
witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, ®and made
us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory
and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
"Look! He is coming with the clouds;

every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;

and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen. #T am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord
God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.
After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 93 (read responsively)
D: Lord, you reign with glory,
draped in splendor, girt with power.
C: The world stands firm,
not to be shaken,
D: for your throne, ageless God,
has stood from of old.
C: Onward roll the waves, O God,
onward like thunder,
onward like fury.
D: Thundering above the waters,
high above ocean breakers,
you, God, rise with might.
C: Your decrees stand unshaken;
the beauty of holiness
fills your house for ever, Lord.

Gospel Acclamation (Mark 11:9)
C: Alleluia. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David. Alleluia




Gospel Reading John 18:1-27

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 18" chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across
the Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his
disciples entered. 2Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place,
because Jesus often met there with his disciples. *So Judas brought a
detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the
Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and

weapons. “Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came
forward and asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” 5They answered,
“Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him,
was standing with them. ®When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they
stepped back and fell to the ground. “Again he asked them, “Whom are
you looking for?”” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8Jesus answered,
“I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let these men

g0.” °This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, “I did not lose a
single one of those whom you gave me.” °Then Simon Peter, who had a
sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear.
The slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword
back into its sheath. Am | not to drink the cup that the Father has given
me?”

1250 the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and
bound him.First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of
Caiaphas, the high priest that year. *Caiaphas was the one who had
advised the Jews that it was better to have one person die for the people.
15Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple
was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of
the high priest, **but Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the other
disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the
woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. *’The woman said to
Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?”” He said, “I
am not.” ®Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire
because it was cold, and they were standing around it and warming
themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming himself.
Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his
teaching. 2Jesus answered, “I have spoken openly to the world; I have
always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come
together. | have said nothing in secret. 22Why do you ask me? Ask those
who heard what I said to them; they know what I said.” 2 When he had
said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face,




saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” #Jesus answered, “If I
have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if | have spoken rightly,
why do you strike me?”” #Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the
high priest.

Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him,
“You are not also one of his disciples, are you?”” He denied it and said, “I
am not.” ?°One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man
whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with
him?” 2’Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed.
After the reading:

P: The gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day O Christ the Same
(For music see Hymn 778 in the Blue Hymnal)

1. O Christ the same, through all our story’s pages
our loves and hopes, our failures and our fears;
eternal Lord, the king of all the ages,
unchanging still amid the passing years:
O living Word, the source of all creation,
who spread the skies and set the start ablaze;
O Christ the same, who wrought our whole salvation
we bring our thanks for all our yesterdays.

2. O Christ the same, the friend of sinners, sharing
our inmost thoughts, the secrets none can hide;
still as of old upon your body bearing
the marks of love in triumph glorified:

O Son of Man, who stooped for us from heaven
O Prince of life, in all your saving power;

O Christ the same, to whom our hearts are given:
we bring our thanks for this the present hour.

3. O Christ the same, secure within whose keeping
our lives and loves, our days and years remain;
our work and rest, our waking and our sleeping,
our calm and storm, our pleasure and our pain:
O Lord of love, for all our joys and sorrows,



for all our hopes when earth shall fade and flee;
O Christ the same, beyond our brief tomorrows,
we bring our thanks for all that is to be.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926. Music: Irish tune, arr. John Barhard, b. 1948. Text and arr. copyright 1982 Hope Publishing
Co.

Apostles’ Creed
P: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. Please conclude
your petition with: Lord in your mercy,

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.




Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: We share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

T MEAL

Special Music

Hymn of Thanksgiving Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord
For music turn to page 35 in the Blue Hymnal

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,

that we may be fed with the bread of life.

Gather the hopes and dreams of all;

unite them with the prayers we offer now.

Grace our table with your presence, Lord,

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Offering Prayer
P: Let us pray: God of all goodness,

C: generations have turned to you,

gathered around your table,

and shared your abundant blessings.

Number us among them

that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance,
and give thanks for your rich blessings,

we may feast upon your very self

and care for all that you have made,

through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
Amen.



Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow;
and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken)

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.
This is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,



and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: There is a place for you at the banquet.
Come and feast at Jesus’ table.

Communion Distribution

Welcome to the Lord’s Supper! All who are baptized are invited to receive
communion. We use wheat bread and wine for communion. If you would prefer
a gluten free wafer instead of bread please tell the communion assistant. Also, if
you prefer grape juice to wine, it is available pre-filled in the individual glasses.
As we commune together everyone is invited to sing the following hymns:

Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal)

826 Thine the Amen

9 Communion Response (Songbook Binder)

Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say:

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

A: Let us pray:

Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Set us on the
journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and
give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the way.

C: Amen.

i  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: The blessing of God,

Sovereign, Savior, and Spirit,
be with you today and always.
C: Amen.



Sending Hymn  Dance With Me
(For music turn to Hymn 73 in the Songbook binder)
Refrain

Come on — every body

take a chance,

dance with me.

Grab your sister,

tell your brother,

celebrate life dancing free.

1. Painful tears
shattered dreams,
darkness on our left and right.
But with the dawn
joy breaks loose
dispersing sorrow and fright. Refrain

2. Life’s a dance
where we learn
to move our feet creatively.
We may slip
as we move
but God still leads gracefully. Refrain

Coda
Mourning turns to dance,
when we give the Lord
a chance to say... Refrain

Text and music: Hans Peterson, Dakota Road Music, Used by permission of the composer.

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.



Worship assistants TODAY:
Greeters and Ushers Volunteer Needed

Acolyte Thomas Bullwinkle

Altar Care Helen Crown

Communion Assistants Adele Garvey

Counters Mary and Greg Zuege
Coffee Hour Parish Thanksgiving Dinner

Worship assistants for next Sunday, November 26
Greeters and Ushers ~ Sue Kaufmann

Acolyte Alyssa Young

Counters Bill and Katy Stimmel
Coffee Hour

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications. Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2023 copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress.
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888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564
stjohnsvictor.com (585) 924-5192
The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor
William Shi, Pianist



