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Ezekiel’s Vision by Jim Lee, pencil, 2002

Ezekiel’s Vision
October 17, 2021 10:30 Holy Communion

The prophet Jeremiah gives us insight into lives of the Jews who were
left behind when the Babylonians conquered them. The prophet Ezekiel
gives us insight into the lives of the Jews who were taken into exile in
Babylon. His words are scathing, but he felt they needed to be said.
Today we begin looking at Ezekiel by reading his inaugural vision. It is
a strange and fantastic scene. It also reveals something about how the
ancient Jews understood God, even as their faith was being shaken to the
core.

Welcome to worship today!
Please observe social distancing and remain conscious of the need to
prevent the spread of infectious disease. In this bulletin is an insert that
will be used to determine today’s attendance. It will also help to identify
who was here if contact tracing is necessary. Please fill it out and place
it in the offering plate.



1  GATHERING

Prelude and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
whose teaching is life,

whose presence is sure,

and whose love is endless.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open
heart.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God our comforter:

C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray.

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.

Free us from our sin, gracious God.

Listen when we call out to you for help.

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.

P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace
in Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the
forgiveness of all your sins.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn Morning Has Broken
(For music see Hymn 556 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Morning has broken
like the first morning;
blackbird has spoken
like the first bird.
Praise for the singing!
Praise for the morning!
Praise for them, springing
fresh from the Word!

2. Sweet the rain’s new fall,
sunlit from heaven,



like the first dew fall

on the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness
of the wet garden,
spring in completeness
where God’s feet pass.

3. Mine is the sunlight!
Mine is the morning,
born of the one light
Eden saw play!
Praise with elation,
praise ev’ry morning,
God’s re-creation
of the new day!

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965, copyright Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, admin. David Higham Associates.. Music: Gaelic tune; arr.
hymnal version, arr. copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress

Greeting (2 Corinthians 13:13)

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

Gracious and holy God, you are greater and more powerful than we can
ever imagine. And yet you chose to come to us in the limits of human
form. Guide us to always respect your awesome power yet feel your
loving presence close in our hearts. Indeed you are Father, Son, Holy
Spirit, One God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

T WORD T

First Reading Ezekiel 1-3:11

In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the month, as
I was among the exiles by the river Chebar, the heavens were opened,
and | saw visions of God. 2On the fifth day of the month (it was the fifth
year of the exile of King Jehoiachin), 3the word of the LORD came to the
priest Ezekiel son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river
Chebar; and the hand of the LORD was on him there.




“As | looked, a stormy wind came out of the north: a great cloud with
brightness around it and fire flashing forth continually, and in the middle
of the fire, something like gleaming amber. °In the middle of it was
something like four living creatures. This was their appearance: they
were of human form. 8Each had four faces, and each of them had four
wings. "Their legs were straight, and the soles of their feet were like the
sole of a calf’s foot; and they sparkled like burnished bronze. 8Under
their wings on their four sides they had human hands. And the four had
their faces and their wings thus: ®their wings touched one another; each
of them moved straight ahead, without turning as they moved. °As for
the appearance of their faces: the four had the face of a human being, the
face of a lion on the right side, the face of an ox on the left side, and the
face of an eagle; !such were their faces. Their wings were spread out
above; each creature had two wings, each of which touched the wing of
another, while two covered their bodies. ?Each moved straight ahead,;
wherever the spirit would go, they went, without turning as they

went. In the middle of the living creatures there was something that
looked like burning coals of fire, like torches moving to and fro among
the living creatures; the fire was bright, and lightning issued from the
fire. *The living creatures darted to and fro, like a flash of lightning.
15As | looked at the living creatures, | saw a wheel on the earth beside the
living creatures, one for each of the four of them. °As for the appearance
of the wheels and their construction: their appearance was like the
gleaming of beryl; and the four had the same form, their construction
being something like a wheel within a wheel. "When they moved, they
moved in any of the four directions without veering as they

moved. ¥Their rims were tall and awesome, for the rims of all four were
full of eyes all around. **When the living creatures moved, the wheels
moved beside them; and when the living creatures rose from the earth,
the wheels rose. Wherever the spirit would go, they went, and the
wheels rose along with them; for the spirit of the living creatures was in
the wheels. 2*When they moved, the others moved; when they stopped,
the others stopped; and when they rose from the earth, the wheels rose
along with them; for the spirit of the living creatures was in the

wheels. 220ver the heads of the living creatures there was something like
a dome, shining like crystal, spread out above their heads. Z2Under the
dome their wings were stretched out straight, one toward another; and
each of the creatures had two wings covering its body. *When they
moved, | heard the sound of their wings like the sound of mighty waters,
like the thunder of the Almighty, a sound of tumult like the sound of an
army; when they stopped, they let down their wings. 2And there came a



voice from above the dome over their heads; when they stopped, they let
down their wings.

2And above the dome over their heads there was something like a
throne, in appearance like sapphire; and seated above the likeness of a
throne was something that seemed like a human form. ?’Upward from
what appeared like the loins | saw something like gleaming amber,
something that looked like fire enclosed all around; and downward from
what looked like the loins | saw something that looked like fire, and there
was a splendor all around. 2L ike the bow in a cloud on a rainy day, such
was the appearance of the splendor all round. This was the appearance of
the likeness of the glory of the LORD. When | saw it, | fell on my face,
and | heard the voice of someone speaking.

B: He said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with
you. 2And when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on
my feet; and | heard him speaking to me. 3He said to me, Mortal, | am
sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have
rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against
me to this very day. “The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am
sending you to them, and you shall say to them, “Thus says the

Lord Gob.” Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a
rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a prophet among
them.

6And you, O mortal, do not be afraid of them, and do not be afraid of
their words, though briers and thorns surround you and you live among
scorpions; do not be afraid of their words, and do not be dismayed at
their looks, for they are a rebellious house. "You shall speak my words to
them, whether they hear or refuse to hear; for they are a rebellious
house. 8But you, mortal, hear what | say to you; do not be rebellious like
that rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what | give you. °I
looked, and a hand was stretched out to me, and a written scroll was in
it. 1°He spread it before me; it had writing on the front and on the back,
and written on it were words of lamentation and mourning and woe.

D: He said to me, O mortal, eat what is offered to you,; eat this scroll, and
go, speak to the house of Israel. 2So | opened my mouth, and he gave me
the scroll to eat. *He said to me, Mortal, eat this scroll that | give you and
fill your stomach with it. Then | ate it; and in my mouth it was as sweet
as honey. “He said to me: Mortal, go to the house of Israel and speak my
very words to them. 5For you are not sent to a people of obscure speech
and difficult language, but to the house of Israel— not to many peoples
of obscure speech and difficult language, whose words you cannot



understand. Surely, if | sent you to them, they would listen to you. ‘But
the house of Israel will not listen to you, for they are not willing to listen
to me; because all the house of Israel have a hard forehead and a
stubborn heart. 8See, | have made your face hard against their faces, and
your forehead hard against their foreheads. °Like the hardest stone,
harder than flint, | have made your forehead; do not fear them or be
dismayed at their looks, for they are a rebellious house. °He said to me:
Mortal, all my words that | shall speak to you receive in your heart and
hear with your ears; then go to the exiles, to your people, and speak to
them. Say to them, “Thus says the Lord GOD”’; whether they hear or
refuse to hear.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (John 6:68)
C: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. Alleluia.

Gospel Reading John 1:1-4, 14

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 1% chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being “in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

After the reading:

P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon



Hymn of the Day Earth and All Stars
(For music see Hymn 731 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Earth and all stars!
Loud rushing planets!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Hail, wind, and rain!
Loud blowing snow storm!
Sing to the Lord a new song!

Refrain
God has done marvelous things.
I too sing praises with a new song!

2. Trumpet and pipes!
Loud clashing cymbals!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Harp, lute, and lyre!
Loud humming cellos!
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain

3. Engines and steel!
Loud pounding hammers!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Limestone and beams!
Loud building workers!
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain

4. Classrooms and labs!
Loud boiling test tubes!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Athlete and band!
Loud cheering people!
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain

5. Knowledge and truth!
Loud sounding wisdom!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Daughter and son!
Loud praying members!
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain

Text: Herbert Brokering, b. 1926. Music: David N. Johnson, 1922-1987. Text and music copyright 1968 Augsburg Publishing House



Apostles’ Creed
P: We join in confessing our faith with the Apostles’ Creed.

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor begins the prayers with a petition and then invites the congregation
to add additional ones. These three will be read following the pastor. Please
end your petition with the words, “Lord in your mercy.”

A: Creating One, we thank you for the lush and abundant habitat you
provide for all your creatures. Provide healing for the earth so that
humans and all creatures may flourish as you intend. Lord in your
mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

B: Holy One, we thank you for the gift of the church handed down
through the ages. Help us to share your good news and be with the
missionaries we support: the Rev. Matthew Nickoloff in Rochester and
the Rev. Karen Anderson in Chile. Lord in your mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

D: Merciful One, we pray for all those who work in healing: nurses,
doctors, surgeons, therapists, and technicians. Keep them safe and give



them wisdom as they seek to bring people to health and wholeness. Lord
in your mercy...
C: Hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: We share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with messages of Christ’s peace.

i MEAL Ar

Special Music

Offering Prayer
P: Let us pray: God of abundance,

C: you cause streams to break forth in the desert
and manna to rain from the heavens.

Accept the gifts you have first given us.

Unite them with the offering of our lives

to nourish the world you love so dearly;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow;



and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken)

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.
This is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Communion Distribution

Welcome to the Lord’s Supper! All who are baptized are invited to receive
communion. Please come forward to the altar rail. The pastor will give you a
wafer. The communion assistant will hold a tray of wine or grape juice (white)
or wine. If you need a gluten free option please tell the pastor.




Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say:

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

A: Letus pray: Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn
the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the
world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

i  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: People of God,

you are Christ’s body,

bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, one God,

bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.

Sending Hymn ~ We Are Called
(For music turn to Hymn 720 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Come! Live in the light!
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!
We are called to be light for the kingdom,
To live in the freedom of the city of God.

Refrain

We are called to act with justice,
we are called to love tenderly;

we are called to serve one another,
to walk humbly with God.

2. Come! Open your heart!
Show your mercy to all those in fear!
We are called to be hope for the hopeless
so hatred and blindness will be no more.  Refrain



3. Sing! Sing a new song!
Sing of that great day when all will be one!
God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other
as sisters and brothers united in love. Refrain

Text and Music: David Haas, Copyright 1988 GIA Publication Inc.

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications. Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2021 copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress
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