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Today we start a worship series on the Pastoral Epistles in the Bible.
They are 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus. All of these books helped the
early Christians figure out how to be Christians. These books have also
been used to cause harm, especially to women. Our aim is to grow from
their struggles, and also come to a constructive understanding of those
parts that have caused harm.

Welcome to worship today!

If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.



1  GATHERING

Prelude and Announcements

Gathering Hymn My Lord of Light
(For music see Hymn 832 in the Red Hymnal)

1. My Lord of light who made the worlds,
in wisdom you have spoken;
but those who heard your wise commands
your holy law have broken.

2. My Lord of love who knew no sin,
a sinner’s death enduring:
for us you wore a crown of thorns,
a crown of life securing.

3. My Lord of life who came in fire
when Christ was high ascended:
your burning love is now released,
our days of fear are ended.

4. My Lord of lords, one Trinity
to your pure name be given
all glory now and evermore,
all praise in earth and heaven.

Text: Christopher Idle, b. 1938. Copyright 1980 by Jubilee Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company. Music: English folk tune; arr.
Alice Parker, b. 1925, arr. Copyright 1995 Augsburg Fortress

Apostles’ Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God,
who is eager to forgive

and who loves us beyond our days.

C: Amen.

P: Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this
world as Jesus does.
(A moment of silence for reflection)




P: God of mercy and forgiveness,

C: we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.

We have failed to do justice,

love kindness,

and walk humbly with you.

Turn us in a new direction.

Show us the path that leads to life.

Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

P: Beloved of God:

your sins are forgiven and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,

who meets us on the road.

Journey now in God’s abiding love

through the power of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

Hymn of Praise Praise the Lord! O Heavens
(For music see Hymn 823 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Praise the Lord! O heav’ns, adore him,
praise him, angels, in the height;
sun and moon, rejoice before him;
praise him, gleaming stars and light.
Praise the Lord, for he has spoken;
worlds his mighty voice obeyed;
laws which never shall be broken
for their guidance he has made.

2. Praise the Lord, for he is gracious;
never shall his promise fail.
God has made his saints victorious;
sin and death shall not prevail.
Praise the God of our salvation;
hosts on high, his pow’r proclaim;
heav’n and earth, and all creation,
laud and magnify his name!

Text: Foundling Hospital Collection, London 1796. Music: Frans Joseph Haydn, 1732-1809



Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

Almighty and most merciful God, your bountiful goodness fills all
creation. Keep us safe from all that may hurt us, that, whole and well in
body and spirit, we may with grateful hearts accomplish all that you
would had us do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

T WORD -

First Reading Exodus 1:1-7

B: These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with
Jacob, each with his household: 2Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and

Judah, ®Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, “Dan and Naphtali, Gad and
Asher. °The total number of people born to Jacob was seventy. Joseph
was already in Egypt. Then Joseph died, and all his brothers, and that
whole generation. "But the Israelites were fruitful and prolific; they
multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with
them.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 119:1-8
D: Happy the blameless,
who keep the Lord’s decrees,
C: walking the path of the law,
seeking God with all their heart.
D: They never choose evil
but follow God’s way.
C: Lord, you charge us
to cherish your law.
D: Steady me,
that | may keep your commands.
C: Then, without shame,
I can reflect on your ways.
D: I truly sing your praise,
when | learn your justice.
C: Hold me closely,
I shall keep your commands.




Second Reading 1 Timothy 1
E: Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God our Savior

and of Christ Jesus our hope, 2To Timothy, my loyal child in the faith:
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our
Lord. 3l urge you, as | did when | was on my way to Macedonia, to
remain in Ephesus so that you may instruct certain people not to teach
any different doctrine, “and not to occupy themselves with myths and
endless genealogies that promote speculations rather than the divine
training that is known by faith.

°But the aim of such instruction is love that comes from a pure heart, a
good conscience, and sincere faith. ®Some people have deviated from
these and turned to meaningless talk, ‘desiring to be teachers of the law,
without understanding either what they are saying or the things about
which they make assertions. ENow we know that the law is good, if one
uses it legitimately. °This means understanding that the law is laid down
not for the innocent but for the lawless and disobedient, for the godless
and sinful, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their father or
mother, for murderers, °fornicators, sodomites, slave traders, liars,
perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to the sound teaching !that
conforms to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which he entrusted
to me.

F:21 am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me,
because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, “*even
though | was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence.
But | received mercy because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief, *4and the
grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. **The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom | am the
foremost. 1°But for that very reason | received mercy, so that in me, as
the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me
an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal

life. ¥'To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

18] am giving you these instructions, Timothy, my child, in accordance
with the prophecies made earlier about you, so that by following them
you may fight the good fight, °having faith and a good conscience. By
rejecting conscience, certain persons have suffered shipwreck in the
faith; 2%among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom | have turned
over to Satan, so that they may learn not to blaspheme.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.



Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day Oh, Praise the Gracious Power
(For music see Hymn 651 in the Red Hymnal)
1. Oh, praise the gracious pow’r

that tumbles walls of fear

and gather in one house of faith

all strangers far and near:

Refrain We praise you, Christ!
Your cross has made us one!

2. Oh, praise persistent truth
that opens fist-ed minds
and eases from their anxious clutch
the prejudice that blinds:  Refrain

3. Oh, praise inclusive love,
encircling ev’ry race,
oblivious to gender, wealth,
to social rank or place: Refrain

4. Oh, praise the word of faith
that claims us as God’s own,
a living temple built on Christ,
our rock and cornerstone: Refrain

5. Oh, praise the tide of grace
that laps at ev’ry shore
with visions of a world at peace,
no longer bled by war: Refrain

6. Oh, praise the pow’r, the truth,
the love, the word, the tide.
Yet more than these, oh, praise their source,
praise Christ the crucified: Refrain

7. Oh, praise the living Christ
with faith’s bright songful voice!
Announce the gospel to the world
and with these words rejoice: Refrain

Text:Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945. Music: Carol Doran, b. 1936. Text and music copyright 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc.



Apostles’ Creed
P: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. Please conclude
your petition with: Lord in your mercy,

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: We share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.



T MEAL

Special Music

Hymn of Thanksgiving Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord
For music turn to page 35 in the Blue Hymnal

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,

that we may be fed with the bread of life.

Gather the hopes and dreams of all;

unite them with the prayers we offer now.

Grace our table with your presence, Lord,

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Offering Prayer
P: Let us pray: Gracious God:

C: in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,

and make us ready to share with all in need;

through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow;
and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken)
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord,



God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.
This is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.

Communion Distribution

Welcome to the Lord’s Supper! All who are baptized are invited to receive
communion. We use wheat bread and wine for communion. If you would prefer
a gluten free wafer instead of bread please tell the communion assistant. Also, if
you prefer grape juice to wine, it is available pre-filled in the individual glasses.
As we commune together everyone is invited to sing the following hymns:

Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal)

708 Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love (Red Hymnal)

707 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us (Red Hymnal)




Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say:

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

F: Let us pray:

God of the abundant table,

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey.

Give us your grace on the road

that we might serve our neighbors with joy;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

T  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: God, who gives life to all things

and frees us from despair,

bless you with truth and peace.

And may the Holy Trinity, one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn  Let All Things Now Living
(For music see Hymn 881 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Let all things now living
a song of thanksgiving
to God the creator triumphantly raise,
who fashioned and made us,
protected and stayed us,
who still guides us on to the end of our days.
God’s banners are o’er us,
God’s light goes before us,
a pillar of fire shining forth in the night,
till shadows have vanished
and darkness is banished,
as forward we travel from light into light.



2. God rules all the forces:
the stars in their courses
and sun in its orbit obediently shine;
the hills and the mountains,
the rivers and fountains,
the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine.
We too should be voicing
out love and rejoicing;
with glad adoration a song let us raise
till all things now living
unite in thanksgiving:
“To God in the highest,
hosanna and praise!”

Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892-1980 alt. Copyright 1939, 1966 E.C. Schirmer Music Company. Music: Welsh folk tune

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.



Worship assistants TODAY':
Greeters and Ushers  John and Linda Thompson

Acolyte Creed White
Altar Care Mary Zuege
Communion Assistants Mary Zuege
Counters Burdie Gillern and Linda Flood

Coffee Hour

Worship assistants for next Sunday, October 9
Greeters and Ushers Bruce and Connie Stevenson

Acolyte Owen Young
Counters Babette Huber and Burdie Gillern
Coffee Hour Please sign up!

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications. Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2022 copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress.
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The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor
William Shi, Pianist



