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God's work. Our hands.

Before I formed you in the womb,

[ knew you,

before you

were born

[ set you
apart

Jeremiah 1:5

v

The Prophets — Jeremiah’s Call

September 12, 2021 10:30 Service of the Word

Today we begin the prophet Jeremiah. Jeremiah was active during the
final years of Judah before it was conquered by the Babylonians.
Jeremiah’s words give us insight into this pivotal time in the life of
Judaism. Jeremiah also gives his hurting people hope from God when all
seems lost. The beginning of Jeremiah describes how he was called to be
a prophet even before he was born. We’ll learn from that as we discern
what God is calling us to do with the lives God has given us.

Welcome to worship today!
Please observe social distancing and remain conscious of the need to
prevent the spread of infectious disease. In this bulletin is an insert that
will be used to determine today’s attendance. It will also help to identify
who was here if contact tracing is necessary. Please fill it out and place
it in the offering plate.



1  GATHERING

Prelude and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
whose teaching is life,

whose presence is sure,

and whose love is endless.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open
heart.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God our comforter:

C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray.

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.

Free us from our sin, gracious God.

Listen when we call out to you for help.

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.

P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace
in Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the
forgiveness of all your sins.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn We All Are One in Mission
(For music see Hymn 576 in the Red Hymnal)

1. We all are one in mission;
we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united
by Christ the Lord of all.
A single great commission
compels us from above
to plan and work together
that all may know Christ’s love.

2. We all are called for service,
to witness in God’s name.



Our ministries are diff’rent;
our purpose is the same:

to touch the lives of others
with God’s surprising grace,
so ev’ry folk and nation

may feel God’s warm embrace.

3. Now let us be united,
and let our song be heard.
Now let us be a vessel
for God’s redeeming Word.
We all are one in mission;
we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united
by Christ, the Lord of all.

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955, copyright 1986 Hope Publishing Company. Music: Finnish fold tune; arr. hymnal version, copyright
2006 Augsburg Fortress

Greeting (2 Corinthians 13:13)

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Gathering Dialog (Deuteronomy 26, 11, 8)

A: You are the treasured people of the Lord,

C: a people holy to the Lord our God.

A: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children.
C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you rise.

A: One does not live by bread alone,

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray:

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our
minds, so fill our imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be
wholly yours, utterly dedicated to you; and then use us, we pray, as you
will, but always to your glory and the welfare of your people, through
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.




i WORD -

First Reading Jeremiah 1
B: The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in

Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, %o whom the word of the LORD came
in the days of King Josiah son of Amon of Judah, in the thirteenth year of
his reign. It came also in the days of King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of
Judah, and until the end of the eleventh year of King Zedekiah son of
Josiah of Judah, until the captivity of Jerusalem in the fifth month.

*Now the word of the LORD came to me saying,

>Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,

and before you were born | consecrated you;

I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”

®Then I said, “Ah, Lord Gob! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I
am only a boy.” ‘But the LORD said to me,

“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’;

for you shall go to all to whom | send you,

and you shall speak whatever | command you,

8Do not be afraid of them,

for 1 am with you to deliver you, says the LORD.”

°Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and

the LORD said to me,

“Now I have put my words in your mouth.

05ee, today | appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,

to pluck up and to pull down,

to destroy and to overthrow,

to build and to plant.”

The word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what do you
see?” And I said, “I see a branch of an almond tree.” **Then

the LORD said to me, “You have seen well, for I am watching over my
word to perform it.” *¥¥The word of the LORD came to me a second time,
saying, “What do you see?”” And I said, “I see a boiling pot, tilted away
from the north.”

¥Then the LORD said to me: Out of the north disaster shall break out on
all the inhabitants of the land. For now | am calling all the tribes of the
kingdoms of the north, says the LORD; and they shall come and all of
them shall set their thrones at the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem,
against all its surrounding walls and against all the cities of Judah. *And
I will utter my judgments against them, for all their wickedness in
forsaking me; they have made offerings to other gods, and worshiped the
works of their own hands. ’But you, gird up your loins; stand up and tell
them everything that | command you. Do not break down before them, or




I will break you before them. 8And I for my part have made you today a
fortified city, an iron pillar, and a bronze wall, against the whole land—
against the kings of Judah, its princes, its priests, and the people of the
land. *They will fight against you; but they shall not prevail against you,
for I am with you, says the LORD, to deliver you.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 47 (read responsively)
D: All the peoples, clap your hands,
shout your joy to God.
C:For God Most High is awesome,
great king of all the earth.
D: The One who conquers peoples
and sets them at our feet
chooses for beloved Jacob
a land to be our pride.

C: God ascends the mountain

to cheers and trumpet blasts.
D: Sing out your praise to God,

to the king, sing out your praise.
C: For God rules the earth;

sing praise with all your skill.
D: God rules over nations,

high on the sacred throne.
C: Foreign rulers join

the people of Abraham’s God;

all the powers on earth

belong to God on high.

Second Reading Romans 8:24-30

E: #*For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For
who hopes for what is seen? °But if we hope for what we do not see, we
wait for it with patience.

L_ikewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how
to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep
for words. 2’And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the
will of God. 2We know that all things work together for good for those
who love God, who are called according to his purpose.




2For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a
large family. ®*And those whom he predestined he also called; and those
whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also
glorified.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (Jeremiah 1:8)
C: Alleluia. God says, “Do not be afraid, I am with you.” Alleluia.

Gospel Reading John 1:43-50

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 1% chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

*3The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said
to him, “Follow me.” “Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of
Andrew and Peter. “Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have
found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote,
Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” *Nathanael said to him, “Can
anything good come out of Nazareth?”” Philip said to him, “Come and
see.” *"When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him,
“Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” “Nathanael asked
him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you
under the fig tree before Philip called you.” “*Nathanael replied, “Rabbi,
you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” *°Jesus answered,
“Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree?
You will see greater things than these.” ®*And he said to him, “Very
truly, | tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”

After the reading:

P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon



Hymn of the Day You Are Mine
(for music see Hymn 581 in the Red Hymnal)

1. 1 will come to you in the silence,
I will lift you from all your fear.
You will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice,
be still and know | am here.

2. 1 am hope for all who are hopeless,
I am eyes for all who long to see.
In the shadows of the night, I will be your light,
come and rest in me.

Refrain
Do not be afraid, | am with you.
I have called you each by name.
Come and follow me, 1 will bring you home;
I love you and you are mine.

3. | am strength for all the despairing,
healing for the ones who dwell in shame.
All the blind will see, the lame will all run free,
and all will know my name. Refrain

4. | am the Word that leads all to freedom,
I am the peace the world cannot give.
I will call your name, embracing all your pain.
Stand up, now walk and live!  Refrain

Text and music: David Haas; copyright 1991 GIA Publications; Reprinted under OneLicense.net #5-902689

Response to the Word

E: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation.

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit.

E: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

E: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
C: pray in the Holy Spirit. (Jude 20)

E: Keep yourselves in the love of God;
C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21)

E: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
C: Everything old has passed away;
behold, everything has become new! (2 Corinthians 5:17)

i PRAYER

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor begins the prayers with a petition and then invites the congregation
to add additional ones. These three will be read following the pastor. Please
end your petition with the words, “Lord in your mercy.”

A: Be with all those suffering from earthquakes, wildfires, and
hurricanes. Keep them safe and help them as they rebuild. Lord in your
mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

D: We pray that the good news of your love may be spread throughout
the world. Be with our missionaries, the Rev. Matthew Nickoloff in
Rochester and the Rev. Karen Anderson in Chile. Lord in your mercy...
C: Hear our prayer.



E: Be with the families in the Family Promise program. Help them as
they look for stable homes and work out stable finances. Be with their
children as they live through this uncertain time. Lord in your mercy...
C: Hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Peace

A: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

A: We share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with messages of Christ’s peace.

Special Music

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen



i  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: People of God,

you are Christ’s body,

bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, one God,

bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.

Sending Hymn Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
(For music see Hymn 545 in the Red Hymnal)

1.

Lord, dismiss us with your blessing,
fill our hearts with joy and peace;
let us each, your love possessing,
triumph in redeeming grace.

Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us,
trav’ling through this wilderness.

. Thanks we give and adoration

for your gospel’s joyful sound.
May the fruits of your salvation
in our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful

to you truth may we be found.

. Savior, when your love shall call us

from our struggling pilgrim way,
let no fear of death appall us,
glad your summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever

reign with you in endless day.

Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3 alt. Music: Sicilian, 18" century

Dismissal

P:

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: God’s Work. Our Hands.
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“They asked everyohe who broke down the
wall of Jeriche, but don'f worry. [ denied it.”
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