
 

 

The 14th Sunday After Pentecost 
September 14, 2025 10:30 Service of the Word 

 

Money, money, money.  It enables us to do many things.  It can give us a 

sense of power and a sense of security.  It can also draw us away from 

God.  In our gospel reading for today we will find a powerful parable 

from Jesus teaching us to be aware of how money can lead us astray, but 

also how its power can be applied for God’s purposes.  

 

Welcome to worship today! 
If you are visiting St. John’s we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the 

back of the sanctuary. 
 

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand. 
 

The Zoom feed for this service is shown in the nursery. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



 GATHERING     
 

Prelude and Announcements 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Silence for reflection. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive 

us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 

walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 
 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 

and made us alive together with Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  

In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  Almighty God 

strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live 

in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen 

 
Gathering Hymn O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come 

(For music see Hymn 610 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. O Christ, the healer, we have come 

    to pray for health, to plead for friends. 

    How can we fail to be restored 

    when reached by love that never ends? 
 



2. From ev’ry ailment flesh endures 

    our bodies clamor to be freed; 

    yet in our hearts we would confess 

    that wholeness is our deepest need. 
 

3. In conflicts that destroy our health 

    we recognize the world’s disease; 

    our common life declares our ills. 

    Is there no cure, O Christ, for these? 
 

4. Grant that we all, made one in faith, 

    in your community may find 

    the wholeness that, enriching us, 

    shall reach the whole of humankind.  
 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000, Text copyright 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835   

 
Greeting  (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Gathering Dialog  (Deuteronomy 26, 11, 8) 

A: You are the treasured people of the Lord, 

C: a people holy to the Lord our God. 

A: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. 

C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, 

when you lie down and when you rise. 

A: One does not live by bread alone, 

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray… 

God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one 

another.  Keep our feet from evil paths.  Turn our minds to your wisdom 

and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 WORD    
 

First Reading  Amos 8:4-7 

B: 4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of 

the land, 5saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell 

grain; and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale? We will 

make the ephah small and the shekel great, and practice deceit with false 

balances, 6buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, 

and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 7The LORD has sworn by the 

pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.  

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Scripture Poetry  Psalm 113  (Read responsively) 

D: Hallelujah! 

    Servants of God, praise, 

    praise the name of the Lord. 

C: Bless the Lord’s name 

    now and always. 

D: Praise the Lord’s name 

    here and in every place, 

    from east to west. 

C: The Lord towers above nations, 

    God’s glory shines over the heavens. 

D: Who compares to our God? 

    Who is enthroned so high? 

C: The Lord bends down  

    to see heaven and earth, 

D: to raise the weak from the dust 

    and lift the poor from the mire, 

C: to seat them with princes 

    in the company of their leaders. 

D: The childless, no longer alone, 

    rejoice now in many children. 

C: Hallelujah!  

 
Second Reading   1 Timothy 2:1-7 

E: First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high 

positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 

and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our 



Savior, 4who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge 

of the truth. 5For there is one God; there is also one mediator between 

God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 6who gave himself a 

ransom for all—this was attested at the right time. 7For this I was 

appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), 

a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.  

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation  (Philippians 1:27) 

C: Alleluia.  Live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of 

Christ; strive side by side for the faith of the gospel.  Alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading  Luke 16:1-13 
The gospel is announced:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 16th chapter. 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 

Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a 

manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering 

his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I 

hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because 

you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to 

himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away 

from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I 

have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, 

people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s 

debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my 

master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, 

‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked 

another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred 

containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 
8And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted 

shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with 

their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make 

friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is 

gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 10“Whoever is 

faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest 

in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been 

faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true 

riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, 

who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; 



for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to 

the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”  
After the reading:  

P: The Gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Children’s Sermon 

 
Sermon 

 
Take My Life, That I May Be 
For music turn to Hymn 685 in the Red Hymnal 
 

1. Take my life, that I may be 

    consecrated, Lord to thee; 

    take my moments and my days; 

    let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

2. Take my hands and let them move 

    at the impulse of thy love; 

    take my feet and let them be 

    swift and beautiful for thee.    
 

3. Take my voice and let me sing 

    always only for my King; 

    take my lips and let them be 

    filled with messages from thee. 
 

4. Take my silver and my gold 

    not a mite would I withhold; 

    take my intellect and use 

    ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose. 
 

5. Take my will and make it thine; 

    it shall be no longer mine; 

    take my heart, it is thine own; 

    it shall be thy royal throne. 
 

6. Take my love; my Lord, I pour 

    at thy feet its treasure store; 

    take myself, and I will be 

    ever only, all for thee. 
 

Text: Francis R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt. Music: William H.. Havergal, 1793-1870 



 
Response to the Word 

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. 

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised 

Holy Spirit. 
 

P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

A: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

C: pray in the Holy Spirit.        (Jude 20) 
 

A: Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21) 
 

A: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

C: Everything old has passed away; 

behold, everything has become new!  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 
Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 



 

 THANKSGIVING     
 

Offertory and Gathering of Prayers and Offerings 
You are invited to write a prayer concern on the small blank slip of paper in 

your worship bulletin.  This slip will be collected by the ushers in the offering 

plates.  The concerns raised will be prayed for later in the service. 

 
Hymn of Thanksgiving     

Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil 
For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

open to the seed of your Word. 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

where love can grow and peace is understood. 

When my heart is hard, 

break the stone away. 

When my heart is cold, 

warm it with the day. 

When my heart is lost, 

lead me on your way. 

Lord, let my heart, 

Lord, let my heart, 

Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc. 

 
Offering Prayer 

P: Let us pray:  Blessed are you, O God, 

C: ruler of heaven and earth.  Day by day you shower us with 

blessings.  As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad 

and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in 

need, through Jesus our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
Issues raised by the congregation are prayed for. 
The prayer concludes:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 



 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 SENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! 
(For music see Hymn 873 in the Red Hymnal, for Refrain tenor/bass sing words 

in parenthesis) 
 

1. Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 

    Rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 

    your festal banner wave on high,  

    the cross of Christ your king.   

 

Refrain: Rejoice! (Rejoice!) Rejoice! (Rejoice!) 

 Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!   
 

2. With voice as full and strong 

    as ocean’s surging praise, 

    send forth the sturdy hymns of old, 

    the psalms of ancient days. Refrain 
 



3. With all the angel choirs, 

    with all the saints on earth 

    pour out the strains of joy and bliss, 

    true rapture, noblest mirth.  Refrain 
 

4. Still lift your standard high, 

    still march in firm array, 

    as pilgrims through the darkness wend 

    till dawns the golden day.  Refrain 
 

5. At last the march shall end; 

    the wearied ones shall rest; 

    the pilgrims find their home at last, 

    Jerusalem the blest.    Refrain 
 

6. Praise God who reigns on high, 

    the Lord whom we adore: 

    the Father, Son, and Spirit blest, 

    one God forevermore.  Refrain 
 

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-1891, alt. Music: Arthus H. Messiter, 1834-1916 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worship assistants TODAY: 

Greeters and Ushers Tom and Carol Urbanic 

Acolyte   Alyssa Young 

Counters  Burdie Gillern and Babette Huber  

Coffee Hour   

 

Worship assistants for next Sunday, September 21 

Greeters and Ushers Bruce and Connie Stevenson 

Acolyte   Charlotte Stroup 

Altar Care  Gary Boisseau 

Communion Assistant Linda Flood 

Counters  John and Linda Thompson 

Coffee Hour   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications. 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564 

stjohnsvictor.com  (585) 924-5192 

The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor 

Dongwon Shin, Pianist 


