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God's work. Our hands.

The 18th Sunday After Pentecost

September 27, 2026 10:30 Service of the Word

Last Sunday we read Ezra 1 and heard about the Jewish people being
allowed to return from exile in Babylon to Jerusalem. The Babylonian
Empire, which had seemed so powerful, had collapsed. The Persians had
taken over and allowed the return. It was a time of hope and excitement.
Today we read Ezra 3. We’ll hear about their new beginning. We pray
that God also gives us new beginnings when old ways entrap us.

Welcome to worship today!
If you are visiting St. John’s we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand.

The Zoom feed for this service is shown in the nursery.



1  GATHERING T

Prelude and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

C: Amen.

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess
our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Merciful God,

C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

P: Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn Word of God, Come Down on Earth
(For music see Hymn 510 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Word of God come down on earth,
living rain from heav’n descending;
touch our hearts and bring to birth
faith and hope and love unending.
Word almighty, we revere you;

Word made flesh, we long to hear you.



2. Word eternal, throned on high,
Word that brought to life creation,
Word that came from heav’n to die
crucified for our salvation,
saving Word, the world restoring,
speak to us, your love outpouring.

3. Word that speaks God’s tender love,
one with God beyond all telling,
Word that sends us from above
God the Spirit, with us dwelling,
Word of truth, to all truth lead us;
Word of life, with one bread feed us.

Text: James Quinn, sj, b. 1919, copyright James Quinn sj admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Music: Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673

Greeting (2 Corinthians 13:13)

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with yu all.

C: And also with you.

Gathering Dialog (Deuteronomy 26, 11, 8)

A: You are the treasured people of the Lord,

C: a people holy to the Lord our God.

A: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children.
C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you rise.

A: One does not live by bread alone,

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

Lord of all worlds, guide this nation by your Spirit to go forward in
justice and freedom. Give to all our people the blessings of well-being
and harmony, but above all things give us faith in you, that our nation
may bring glory to your name and blessings to all peoples, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.




T WORD -

First Reading Ezra 3
B: When the seventh month came, and the Israclites were in the towns,

the people gathered together in Jerusalem. Then Jeshua son of Jozadak,
with his fellow priests, and Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel with his kin set
out to build the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt-offerings on it, as
prescribed in the law of Moses the man of God. *They set up the altar on
its foundation, because they were in dread of the neighboring peoples,
and they offered burnt-offerings upon it to the Lord, morning and
evening. *And they kept the festival of booths, as prescribed, and offered
the daily burnt-offerings by number according to the ordinance, as
required for each day, *and after that the regular burnt-offerings, the
offerings at the new moon and at all the sacred festivals of the Lord, and
the offerings of everyone who made a freewill-offering to the Lord.
®From the first day of the seventh month they began to offer burnt-
offerings to the Lord. But the foundation of the temple of the Lord was
not yet laid. ’So they gave money to the masons and the carpenters, and
food, drink, and oil to the Sidonians and the Tyrians to bring cedar trees
from Lebanon to the sea, to Joppa, according to the grant that they had
from King Cyrus of Persia.

In the second year after their arrival at the house of God at Jerusalem, in
the second month, Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Jeshua son of Jozadak
made a beginning, together with the rest of their people, the priests and
the Levites and all who had come to Jerusalem from the captivity. They
appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and upwards, to have the
oversight of the work on the house of the Lord. >And Jeshua with his
sons and his kin, and Kadmiel and his sons, Binnui and Hodaviah along
with the sons of Henadad, the Levites, their sons and kin, together took
charge of the workers in the house of God.

When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, the
priests in their vestments were stationed to praise the Lord with trumpets,
and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, according to the
directions of King David of Israel; ''and they sang responsively, praising
and giving thanks to the Lord,

‘For he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever towards Israel.’

And all the people responded with a great shout when they praised the
Lord, because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. >But
many of the priests and Levites and heads of families, old people who
had seen the first house on its foundations, wept with a loud voice when
they saw this house, though many shouted aloud for joy, '*so that the



people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound
of the people’s weeping, for the people shouted so loudly that the sound
was heard far away.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
D: You have been our haven, Lord,
from generation to generation.
C: Before the mountains existed,
before the earth was born,
from age to age you are God.
D: You return us to dust,
children of earth back to earth.
C: For in your eyes a thousand years
are like a single day:
they pass with the swiftness of sleep.
D: You sweep away the years
as sleep passes at dawn,
C: like grass that springs up in the day
and is withered by evening.

D: How long, O Lord, before you return?
Pity your servants,
shine your love on us each dawn,
and gladden all our days.

C: Balance our past sorrows
with present joys

D: and let your servants, young and old,
see the splendor of your work.

C: Let your loveliness shine on us,
and bless the work we do,
bless the work of our hands.

Second Reading Romans 11:17-24

E: ""But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, a wild olive
shoot, were grafted in their place to share the rich root of the olive

tree, '“do not boast over the branches. If you do boast, remember that it is
not you that support the root, but the root that supports you. "You will
say, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.” *’That is
true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand only
through faith. So do not become proud, but stand in awe. *'For if God did



not spare the natural branches, perhaps he will not spare you. “’Note then
the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have
fallen, but God’s kindness toward you, provided you continue in his
kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off. **’And even those of Israel, if
they do not persist in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power
to graft them in again. “*For if you have been cut from what is by nature
a wild olive tree and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive
tree, how much more will these natural branches be grafted back into
their own olive tree.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord

C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation (Psalm 24:10)
C: Alleluia. Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the
King of glory. Alleluia.

Gospel Reading Matthew 21:28-32

The gospel is announced.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 21* chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

[Jesus said] ***“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the
first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” *’He answered,
‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. *"The father went to
the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not
2o. *'Which of the two did the will of his father?”” They said, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes
are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. *’For John came to you
in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it,
you did not change your minds and believe him.

After the reading:

P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon



Hymn of the Day Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer
(For music see Hymn 618 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Guide me ever, great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but you are mighty;
hold me with your pow’rful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me now and evermore,
feed me now and evermore.

2. Open now the crystal fountain
where the healing waters flow;
let the fire and cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer,
shield me with your mighty arm,
shield me with your mighty arm.

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;
death of death and hell’s destruction,
land me safe on Canaan’s side.
Songs and praises, songs and praises
I will raise forevermore,
I will raise forevermore.

Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt. Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932

Response to the Word

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation.

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit.

P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

A: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
C: pray in the Holy Spirit. (Jude 20)

A: Keep yourselves in the love of God;
C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21)

A: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
C: Everything old has passed away;
behold, everything has become new! (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

1  THANKSGIVING

Offertory and Gathering of Prayers and Offerings

You are invited to write a prayer concern on the small blank slip of paper in
your worship bulletin. This slip will be collected by the ushers in the offering
plates. The concerns raised will be prayed for later in the service.

Hymn of Thanksgiving

Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil

For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal
Lord, let my heart be good soil,

open to the seed of your Word.

Lord, let my heart be good soil,

where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard,




break the stone away.

When my heart is cold,

warm it with the day.

When my heart is lost,

lead me on your way.

Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc.

Offering Prayer
P: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God,

C: ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in
need, through Jesus our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Issues raised by the congregation are lifted in prayer.

The prayer concludes:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.



i SENDING ¢

Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Sending Hymn Thy Holy Wings
(For music see Hymn 613 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Thy holy wings, O Savior,
spread gently over me,
and let me rest securely
through good and ill in thee.
Oh, be my strength and portion,
my rock and hiding place,
and let my ev’ry moment
be lived within thy grace.

2. Oh, let me nestle near thee,
within thy downy breast
where I will find sweet comfort
and peace within thy nest.
Oh, close thy wings around me
and keep me safely there,
for I am but a newborn
and need thy tender care.

3. Oh, wash me in the waters
of Noah’s cleansing flood.
Give me a willing spirit,
a heart both clean and good.
Oh, take into thy keeping
thy children great and small,
and while we sweetly slumber,
enfold us one and all.

Text: Carolina Sandell Ber, 1832-1903, sts. 1,3; Gracia Crindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite. Text Copyright 1983 Gracia Grindal,
admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Music: Swedish folk tune; arr. hymnal version. Arr. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.



REVER ENDFUN COM BIRLE GATEWAY

1509 Commass ¢
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ML GET THE PAPERWORK STARTED



Worship assistants TODAY:
Greeters and Ushers Linda Flood

Acolyte Alyssa Young
Counters Michele Myers and Anne Stromstad
Coffee Hour

Worship assistants for next Sunday, October 4
Greeters and Ushers Janice Lockwood

Acolyte Charlotte Stroup
Altar Care Mary Zuege
Communion Assistant Greg Zuege

Counters Bill and Katy Stimmel
Coffee Hour

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564
stjohnsvictor.com (585) 924-5192
The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor
Dongwon Shin, Pianist



