
 

 

 
The 13th Sunday After Pentecost 

September 4, 2022  10:30 Holy Communion 
 

Genuine repentance and pretentious piety stand in stark contrast in the 

gospel and all around us.  All creation stands in need of God’s 

forgiveness.  Keep the faith.  God’s people shall be accounted righteous 

for Jesus’ sake.  Our God is merciful to sinners.  For this we worship and 

glorify God forever.   
- Sundays and Seasons 2022 

 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the 

back of the sanctuary. 

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



 GATHERING     
 

Prelude and Announcements 

 
Gathering Hymn   Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters 

(For music see Hymn 445 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Wash, O God, our sons and daughters, 

    where your cleansing waters flow. 

    Number them among your people; 

    Bless as Christ blessed long ago. 

    Weave them garments bright and sparkling; 

    compass them with love and light. 

    Fill, anoint them; send your Spirit, 

    holy dove and heart’s delight. 
 

2. We who bring them long for nurture; 

    by your milk may we be fed. 

    Let us join your feast, partaking 

    cup of blessings, living bread. 

    God, renew us, guide our footsteps; 

    free from sin and all it snares, 

    one with Christ in living, dying, 

    by your Spirit, children, heirs. 
 

3. Oh, how deep your holy wisdom! 

    Unimagined, all your ways! 

    To your name be glory, honor! 

    With our lives we worship, praise! 

    We your people stand before you, 

    water-washed and Spirit born. 

    By your grace, our lives we offer. 

    Recreate us; God, transform! 

 

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947, copyright 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company.   Music: The 

Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hymns, 1985, Arr. copyright 1985 Augsburg Fortress 

 
Apostles’ Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 



Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, 

who is eager to forgive 

and who loves us beyond our days. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this 

world as Jesus does. 
(A moment of silence for reflection) 
 

P: God of mercy and forgiveness,  

C: we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 

We have harmed your good creation. 

We have failed to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and walk humbly with you. 

Turn us in a new direction. 

Show us the path that leads to life. 

Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 

P: Beloved of God: 

your sins are forgiven and you are made whole. 

God points the way to new life in Christ, 

who meets us on the road. 

Journey now in God’s abiding love 

through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen 

 
Hymn of Praise   Praise the Lord! O Heavens 

(For music see Hymn 823 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Praise the Lord! O heav’ns, adore him, 

    praise him, angels, in the height; 

    sun and moon, rejoice before him; 

    praise him, gleaming stars and light. 

    Praise the Lord, for he has spoken; 

    worlds his mighty voice obeyed; 

    laws which never shall be broken 

    for their guidance he has made. 
 

2. Praise the Lord, for he is gracious; 

    never shall his promise fail. 

    God has made his saints victorious; 



    sin and death shall not prevail. 

    Praise the God of our salvation; 

    hosts on high, his pow’r proclaim; 

    heav’n and earth, and all creation, 

    laud and magnify his name! 
 

Text: Foundling Hospital Collection, London 1796. Music: Frans Joseph Haydn, 1732-1809 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray.   

Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with 

everlasting forgiveness.  Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all 

the peoples of the earth may find their glory in you, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 WORD    
 

First Reading  Deuteronomy 1:16-18 

[Moses said to the people] I charged your judges at that time: “Give the 

members of your community a fair hearing, and judge rightly between 

one person and another, whether citizen or resident alien. 17You must not 

be partial in judging: hear out the small and the great alike; you shall not 

be intimidated by anyone, for the judgment is God’s. Any case that is too 

hard for you, bring to me, and I will hear it.” 18So I charged you at that 

time with all the things that you should do. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Scripture Poetry Psalm 13 (read together) 

C: Lord, will you ever remember me, 

    why keep turning away from me? 

    Must I carry this grief forever, 

    how long endure this pain? 

    Must my enemies always win? 
 

    My God, look at me, answer me, 

    shine on me or I will die; 

    never let my enemies boast, 

    “See how you fall!  I have won!” 

    I trust in your love 



    and rejoice, for you save me; 

    I will sing to the Lord 

    who treats me with kindness.  

 
Second Reading  1 Thessalonians 5:12-24 
12But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor 

among you, and have charge of you in the Lord and admonish 

you; 13esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at 

peace among yourselves. 14And we urge you, beloved, to admonish the 

idlers, encourage the faint hearted, help the weak, be patient with all of 

them. 15See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do 

good to one another and to all. 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not 

quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of prophets, 21but test 

everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil. 
23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your 

spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do 

this. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation (Luke 18:14)  

C: Alleluia.  All who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who 

humble themselves will be exalted.  Alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading    Luke 18:1-14 
The gospel is announced:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 18th chapter. 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to 

lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither 

feared God nor had respect for people. 3In that city there was a widow 

who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my 

opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though 

I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow 

keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me 

out by continually coming.’” 6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the 

unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who 

cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, 



he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man 

comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
9He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 

were righteous and regarded others with contempt: 10“Two men went up 

to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The 

Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I 

am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax 

collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13But the 

tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was 

beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell 

you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for 

all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble 

themselves will be exalted.” 
After the reading:  

P: The gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Children’s Sermon 

 
Sermon 

 
Hymn of the Day  How Great Thou Art 
(For music turn to Hymn 856 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

    Consider all the works thy hands hath made;  

     I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,  

    Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; 

 

Refrain Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee, 

 How great thou art! How great thou art! 

 Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee, 

 How great thou art! How great thou art! 
 

2. When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 

    I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

    When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

    And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; Refrain 
 

3. But when I think that God, his Son not sparing 

    Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 

    That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 



    He bled and died to take away my sin; Refrain 
 

4. When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 

    And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

    Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

    And there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!” Refrain 
 

Text: Carl Boberg (Swedish); Stuart K. Hine (English); Music: Swedish fold tune, arr. Stuart K Hine; 

Copyright 1955 Manna Music 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

P: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Church 

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  Please conclude 

your petition with: Lord in your mercy, 

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer. 
The pastor concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 



Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: We share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

 

 MEAL     
 

Special Music 

 
Hymn of Thanksgiving    Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord 
For music turn to page 35 in the Blue Hymnal 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 

unite them with the prayers we offer now. 

Grace our table with your presence, Lord, 

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
Offering Prayer 

P: Let us pray: Gracious God: 

C: in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 

Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, 

and make us ready to share with all in need; 

through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 

Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death 

and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 



everlasting life.  And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow; 

and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken) 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread, 

gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.  

This is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 

P: Christ invites you to this table.  Come, taste and see. 

 

 

 

 

 



Communion Distribution 
Welcome to the Lord’s Supper!  All who are baptized are invited to receive 

communion.  We use wheat bread and wine for communion.  If you would prefer 

a gluten free wafer instead of bread please tell the communion assistant.  Also, if 

you prefer grape juice to wine, it is available pre-filled in the individual glasses.  

As we commune together everyone is invited to sing the following hymns: 

Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal) 

661  I Love to Tell the Story (Red Hymnal) 

638 Blessed Assurance (Red Hymnal) 

 
Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say: 

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 
Post Communion Prayer 

F: Let us pray:   

God of the abundant table, 

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 

with bread for the journey. 

Give us your grace on the road 

that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen.  

 

 

 SENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: God, who gives life to all things 

and frees us from despair, 

bless you with truth and peace. 

And may the Holy Trinity, one God, 

guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 

C: Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Sending Hymn      We Are Called 
(For music turn to Hymn 720 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1.  Come!  Live in the light! 

     Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 

     We are called to be light for the kingdom, 

     To live in the freedom of the city of God. 

 

Refrain 

We are called to act with justice, 

we are called to love tenderly; 

we are called to serve one another, 

to walk humbly with God. 
 

2.  Come!  Open your heart! 

     Show your mercy to all those in fear! 

     We are called to be hope for the hopeless 

     so hatred and blindness will be no more. Refrain 
 

3.  Sing!  Sing a new song! 

     Sing of that great day when all will be one! 

     God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other  

     as sisters and brothers united in love. Refrain 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Albert Schweitzer 

Born January 14, 1875. Died September 4, 1965 

Theologian, biblical scholar, Lutheran pastor, medical doctor, African 

missionary, concert organist, musicologist, author, humanitarian, 

philosopher.   

Winner of the 1952 Nobel Peace Prize for his philosophy of “Reverence 

of Life” 

 

Worship assistants TODAY: 

Greeters and Ushers Linda Flood 

Acolyte   Owen Young 

Altar Care  Gary Boisseau 

Communion Assistants Adele Garvey 

Counters  Bruce and Connie Stevenson 

Coffee Hour   

 

Worship assistants for next Sunday, September 11 

Greeters and Ushers Tom and Carol Urbanic 

Acolyte   Creed White 

Counters  Tom Kurilovitch and Helen Crown 

Coffee Hour  Parish Picnic 
 

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2022 copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564 

stjohnsvictor.com  (585) 924-5192 

The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor 

William Shi, Pianist 


