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The first witnesses of the resurrection were the women who went to the
tomb and found it empty. But in Matthew’s gospel these women aren’t
the only witnesses. There were Roman guards there as well, and they
had the same experience as the women. How do they respond? Did they
believe? Did they also seek Jesus? In today’s gospel we’ll get a contrast
between these two sets of witnesses. We’ll also see a contrast in what
drives their lives.

Welcome to worship today!
This order of worship is designed to accompany what is happening live
on Zoom. In order to make things work smoothly please keep your
computer’s microphone off unless you have a speaking part. It may be
helpful to use a headset or earbuds to minimize feedback. You are
welcome to use the chat feature to ask questions or provide feedback.
Following worship we will have a time for those who would like to chat.
That would also be a time to use the chat feature for side conversations.



i OPENING ¢

Welcome and Announcements

Greeting
P. The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Water is poured into the baptismal font as the following is said:

Opening Music

T WORD -

First Reading Ezekiel 34:1-10
D. The word of the LORD came to me: 2Mortal, prophesy against the
shepherds of Israel: prophesy, and say to them—to the shepherds: Thus




says the Lord Gob: Ah, you shepherds of Israel who have been feeding
yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? ®You eat the fat, you
clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fatlings; but you do
not feed the sheep. “You have not strengthened the weak, you have not
healed the sick, you have not bound up the injured, you have not brought
back the strayed, you have not sought the lost, but with force and
harshness you have ruled them. 5So they were scattered, because there
was no shepherd; and scattered, they became food for all the wild
animals. ®My sheep were scattered, they wandered over all the mountains
and on every high hill; my sheep were scattered over all the face of the
earth, with no one to search or seek for them.

Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 8As | live, says
the Lord Gob, because my sheep have become a prey, and my sheep
have become food for all the wild animals, since there was no shepherd;
and because my shepherds have not searched for my sheep, but the
shepherds have fed themselves, and have not fed my sheep; °therefore,
you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: '°Thus says the Lord Gop, |
am against the shepherds; and | will demand my sheep at their hand, and
put a stop to their feeding the sheep; no longer shall the shepherds feed
themselves. | will rescue my sheep from their mouths, so that they may
not be food for them.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord
C: Thanks be to God!

Scripture Poetry Psalm 16
E: Protect me, God,

I turn to you for help.

| profess, “You are my Lord,
my greatest good.”

I once put my faith in false gods,
the idols of the land.

Now | make no offering to them,
nor invoke their names.

Those who chase after them

add grief upon grief.

Lord, you measure out my portion,
the shape of my future;

you mark off the best place for me
to enjoy my inheritance.

| bless God who teaches me,



who schools my heart even at night.
I am sure God is here,

right beside me.

I cannot be shaken.

So my heart rejoices,
my body thrills with life,
my whole being rests secure.

You will not abandon me to Sheol,
nor send your faithful one to death.
You show me the road to life:

boundless joy at your side for ever!

Second Reading Romans 3:21-30

F: But now, irrespective of law, the righteousness of God has been
disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, ?’the righteousness
of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction, Zsince all have sinned and fall short of the glory of

God; ?*they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 2whom God put forward as a sacrifice
of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show
his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over
the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that
he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in
Jesus.

Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that
of works? No, but by the law of faith. 8For we hold that a person is
justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. Or is God the
God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles
also, *%since God is one; and he will justify the circumcised on the
ground of faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (John 20:29)
C: Alleluia. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come
to believe. Alleluia.




Gospel Reading Matthew 28:7-15

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 28™ chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

[The angel at the tomb said to the women] Go quickly and tell his
disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for
you.” 8S0 they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to
tell his disciples. °Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!” And
they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. *°Then
Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to
Galilee; there they will see me.’

While they were going, some of the guard went into the city and told
the chief priests everything that had happened. *2After the priests had
assembled with the elders, they devised a plan to give a large sum of
money to the soldiers, Btelling them, ‘You must say, “His disciples came
by night and stole him away while we were asleep.” *If this comes to the
governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” ®So
they took the money and did as they were directed. And this story is still
told among the Jews to this day.

After the reading:
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon

Response to the Word

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation.

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit.

F: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;



1 PRAYER

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. These three
petitions will be read by people in the congregation:




You are invited to add you own petition. Please conclude with:
Lord in your mercy,
The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Special Music

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen



1 ENDING -r

Blessing
P: The blessing of the living God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
surround and sustain you,
keep you from harm,

and fill you with courage.
C: Amen.

Closing Music

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.
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