
  

 

 
Palm Sunday 

April 5, 2020  10:30 Worship 
 

Today we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus is glorified 

king and humiliated servant.  We too are full of paradox: like Peter we 

fervently desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God.  

Today we begin this week that stands at the center of our faith.  We 

know the stories of our salvation well, yet we are invited to live them 

anew. 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
This order of worship is designed to accompany what is happening live 

on Zoom.  In order to make things work smoothly please keep your 

computer’s microphone off unless you have a speaking part.  It may be 

helpful to use a headset or earbuds to minimize feedback.  You are 

welcome to use the chat feature to ask questions or provide feedback.  

Following worship we will have a time for those who would like to chat.  

That would also be a time to use the chat feature for side conversations.  
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 OPENING     
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 
Opening Music  

 
Greeting  (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Processional Gospel   John 12:12-19 
12The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that 

Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13So they took branches of palm trees 

and went out to meet him, shouting,  

    “Hosanna!  

    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord—  

        the King of Israel!”  
14Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written:  

    15“Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion.  

    Look, your king is coming, 

         sitting on a donkey’s colt!”  
16His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus 

was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written of 

him and had been done to him. 17So the crowd that had been with him 

when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead 

continued to testify. 18It was also because they heard that he had 

performed this sign that the crowd went to meet him. 19The Pharisees 

then said to one another, “You see, you can do nothing. Look, the world 

has gone after him!” 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray. 

Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart 

through the servanthood of Jesus.  By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful 

procession of those who with their tongues confess Jesus as Lord and 

with their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 



 WORD    
 

Scripture Poetry  Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

(1) See, my servant shall prosper;  

    he shall be exalted and lifted up,  

    and shall be very high.  
14Just as there were many who were astonished at him 

    —so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance,  

    and his form beyond that of mortals—  
15so he shall startle many nations;  

    kings shall shut their mouths because of him;  

for that which had not been told them they shall see,  

    and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. 

Who has believed what we have heard?  

And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  
2For he grew up before him like a young plant,  

    and like a root out of dry ground;  

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,  

    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.  
3He was despised and rejected by others;  

    a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity;  

and as one from whom others hide their faces  

    he was despised, and we held him of no account. 

 

(2) Surely he has borne our infirmities  

    and carried our diseases;  

yet we accounted him stricken,  

    struck down by God, and afflicted.  
5But he was wounded for our transgressions,  

    crushed for our iniquities;  

upon him was the punishment that made us whole,  

    and by his bruises we are healed.  
6All we like sheep have gone astray;  

    we have all turned to our own way,  

and the LORD has laid on him  

    the iniquity of us all.  

 

(3) He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,  

    yet he did not open his mouth;  

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,  

    and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,  

    so he did not open his mouth.  



8By a perversion of justice he was taken away.  

    Who could have imagined his future?  

For he was cut off from the land of the living,  

    stricken for the transgression of my people.  
9They made his grave with the wicked  

    and his tomb with the rich,  

although he had done no violence,  

    and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

 

(4) Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain.  

When you make his life an offering for sin,  

    he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;  

through him the will of the LORD shall prosper.  

    11Out of his anguish he shall see light;  

he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.  

    The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous,  

    and he shall bear their iniquities.  
12Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great,  

    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;  

because he poured out himself to death,  

    and was numbered with the transgressors;  

yet he bore the sin of many,  

    and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 
Bible Reading  Hebrews 1:1-4 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 

prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 

appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the 

worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of 

God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When 

he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 

Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name 

he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the 

Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised 

Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead 

will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in 

you. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 



 
Gospel Reading  Matthew 26:1-16 

When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his 

disciples, 2“You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and 

the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.”  
3Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace 

of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, 4and they conspired to arrest 

Jesus by stealth and kill him. 5But they said, “Not during the festival, or 

there may be a riot among the people.” 
6Now while Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 7a 

woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment, and 

she poured it on his head as he sat at the table. 8But when the disciples 

saw it, they were angry and said, “Why this waste? 9For this ointment 

could have been sold for a large sum, and the money given to the 

poor.” 10But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the 

woman? She has performed a good service for me. 11For you always 

have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. 12By pouring 

this ointment on my body she has prepared me for burial. 13Truly I tell 

you, wherever this good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she 

has done will be told in remembrance of her.” 
14Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief 

priests 15and said, “What will you give me if I betray him to you?” They 

paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16And from that moment he began to 

look for an opportunity to betray him. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

A: We confess our faith with the Apostles’ Creed: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

    creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

    born of the virgin Mary,  

    suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

    was crucified, died, and was buried;  

    he descended to the dead.  

    On the third day he rose again;  

    he ascended into heaven,  



    he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

    the holy catholic church,  

    the communion of saints,  

    the forgiveness of sins,  

    the resurrection of the body,  

    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

 PRAYER     
 

Prayer for Civic Life, Government, Nations 

P: Let us pray: 

Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world your love is 

steadfast and your strength never fails.  In times of danger and trouble be 

to us a sure guardian and rock of defense.  Guide the leaders of our 

nation with your wisdom, comfort those in distress, be with those who 

are suffering and dying alone.  Give wisdom and safety to health care 

workers and those whose jobs are essential to fill basic needs.  Grant us 

courage and hope to face the future; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
I Praise You for What is Yet to Be  from Guerillas of Grace  by Ted 

Loder 
 

Wondrous Worker of Wonders, 

I praise you, not alone for what has been, 

  or for what is, 

    but for what is yet to be, 

for you are gracious beyond all telling of it. 
 

I praise you 

that out of the turbulence of my life 

  a kingdom is coming, 

    is being shaped even now 

      out of my slivers of loving, 

        my bits of trusting, 

        my sprigs of hoping, 

        my tootles of laughing, 

        my drips of crying, 



        my smidgens of worshiping; 

that out of my songs and struggles, 

  out of my griefs and triumphs, 

    I am gathered up and saved, 

for you are gracious beyond all telling of it. 
 

I praise you 

that you turn me loose 

  to go with you to the edge of now and maybe, 

    to welcome the new, 

      to see my possibilities, 

        to accept my limits, 

and yet to begin living to the limit 

  of passion and compassion 

    until, released by joy, 

      I uncurl to other people 

        and to your kingdom coming, 

for you are gracious beyond all telling of it. 

C: Amen 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

A: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 ENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: Now is the acceptable time. 

Now is the day of salvation. 

Holy God, 

speaking, spoken, and inspiring, 

bless you, unbind you, 

and send you in love and in peace. 

C: Amen. 

 
Closing Music 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 
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