
  

 

 
Maundy Thursday 

April 9, 2020  7:00 Worship 
 

The word “maundy” comes from the Latin word for mandate.  It was on 

this night and during the Last Supper that Jesus gave his disciples a new 

mandate; or commandment.  That is to love one another. 

This night is also the origin of communion, which we will not officially 

celebrate.  Nevertheless we will explore what communion is.  You are 

invited to eat some bread (preferably the simple recipe that was sent) 

have some wine or grape juice and enjoy other food as we worship. 

 

Welcome to worship this evening! 
This order of worship is designed to accompany what is happening live 

on Zoom.  In order to make things work smoothly please keep your 

computer’s microphone off unless you have a speaking part.  It may be 

helpful to use a headset or earbuds to minimize feedback.  You are 

welcome to use the chat feature to ask questions or provide feedback.  

Following worship we will have a time for those who would like to chat.  

That would also be a time to use the chat feature for side conversations.  
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 OPENING     
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Friends in Christ in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call 

to struggle against sin, death, and the devil – all that keeps us from 

loving God and each other.  This is the struggle to which we were called 

at baptism. 
 

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin 

and giving the peace of reconciliation.  On this night let us confess our 

sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great 

Three Days reconciled with God and with one another. 
During the 40 day season of Lent we pause 40 seconds for reflection 
 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

P: God, who is rich in mercy loved us even when we were dead in sin, 

and made us alive together with Christ.  By grace you have bene saved.  

In the name of Jesus the Christ, your sins are forgiven.  Almighty God 

strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live 

in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray. 

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a 

new commandment, to love one another as he loves us.  Write this 

commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he 

was servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen.  



 WORD    
 

Bible Reading  1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

[Paul writes] 23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to 

you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of 

bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my 

body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way 

he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 

in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim 

the Lord’s death until he comes. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Message 

 
Gospel Reading  Matthew 26:17-75 

(1)  17On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, 

saying, “Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat 

the Passover?” 18He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to 

him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your 

house with my disciples.’” 19So the disciples did as Jesus had directed 

them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 20When it was evening, he 

took his place with the twelve; 21and while they were eating, he said, 

“Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 22And they became greatly 

distressed and began to say to him one after another, “Surely not I, 

Lord?” 23He answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl 

with me will betray me. 24The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, 

but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have 

been better for that one not to have been born.” 25Judas, who betrayed 

him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.” 
26While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it 

he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my 

body.” 27Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, 

saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 28for this is my blood of the covenant, 

which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you, I 

will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink 

it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 30When they had sung the 

hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

 



(2) 31Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of 

me this night; for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep 

of the flock will be scattered.’ 32But after I am raised up, I will go ahead 

of you to Galilee.” 33Peter said to him, “Though all become deserters 

because of you, I will never desert you.” 34Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell 

you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three 

times.” 35Peter said to him, “Even though I must die with you, I will not 

deny you.” And so said all the disciples. 
36Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said 

to his disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37He took with 

him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and 

agitated. 38Then he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; 

remain here, and stay awake with me.” 39And going a little farther, he 

threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let 

this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want.” 40Then 

he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, 

“So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? 41Stay awake and pray 

that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, 

but the flesh is weak.” 42Again he went away for the second time and 

prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be 

done.” 43Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were 

heavy. 44So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third 

time, saying the same words. 45Then he came to the disciples and said to 

them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at 

hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46Get up, 

let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 

 

(3) 47While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with 

him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and 

the elders of the people. 48Now the betrayer had given them a sign, 

saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” 49At once he came up 

to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. 50Jesus said to 

him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid 

hands on Jesus and arrested him. 51Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put 

his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, 

cutting off his ear. 52Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into 

its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53Do you 

think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more 

than twelve legions of angels? 54But how then would the scriptures be 

fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?” 55At that hour Jesus said 

to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as 

though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and 



you did not arrest me. 56But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures 

of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and 

fled. 

 

(4) 57Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, 

in whose house the scribes and the elders had gathered. 58But Peter was 

following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; and 

going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how this would 

end. 59Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for false 

testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, 60but they 

found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two 

came forward 61and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the 

temple of God and to build it in three days.’” 62The high priest stood up 

and said, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against 

you?” 63But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I put you 

under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son 

of God.” 64Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, From now 

on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and 

coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65Then the high priest tore his clothes 

and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You 

have now heard his blasphemy. 66What is your verdict?” They answered, 

“He deserves death.” 67Then they spat in his face and struck him; and 

some slapped him, 68saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that 

struck you?” 

 

(5) 69Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came 

to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70But he 

denied it before all of them, saying, “I do not know what you are talking 

about.” 71When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, 

and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of 

Nazareth.” 72Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the 

man.” 73After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, 

“Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 74Then 

he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know the man!” At 

that moment the cock crowed. 75Then Peter remembered what Jesus had 

said: “Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” And he 

went out and wept bitterly. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 



 PRAYER     
 

Prayer for Civic Life, Government, Nations 

P: Let us pray: 

Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world your love is 

steadfast and your strength never fails.  In times of danger and trouble be 

to us a sure guardian and rock of defense.  Guide the leaders of our 

nation with your wisdom, comfort those in distress, be with those who 

are suffering and dying alone.  Give wisdom and safety to health care 

workers and those whose jobs are essential to fill basic needs.  Grant us 

courage and hope to face the future; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
Prayer   “Drive Me Deep to Face Myself” from Guerillas of Grace  by 

Ted Loder 
 

Lord, grant me your peace, 

  for I have made peace 

    with what does not give peace, 

      and I am afraid. 

Drive me deep, now, 

  To face myself so I may see 

that what I truly need to fear is 

  my capacity to deceive 

    and willingness to be deceived, 

  my loving of things 

    and using of people, 

  my struggle for power 

    and shrinking of soul, 

  my addiction to comfort 

    and sedation of conscience, 

  my readiness to criticize 

    and reluctance to create, 

  my clamor for privilege 

    and silence at injustice, 

  my seeking for security 

    and forsaking the kingdom. 

Lord, grant me your peace. 

Instill in me such fear of you 

  as will begin to make me wise, 

and such quiet courage 



  as will enable me to begin to make 

    hope visible, 

      forgiving delightful, 

    loving contagious, 

      faith liberating, 

    peace-making joyful 

      and myself open and present 

        to other people 

          and your kingdom. 

C: Amen 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

A: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
“Stripping of the Altar” 

Though we are not in the sanctuary the liturgical color is removed from 

behind the processional cross.  The altar coverings, banners, and 

decorations will also be removed from the sanctuary.  Also, according to 

tradition, the church bells will be silenced until sunrise on Easter.   

 
Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2020 copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. 
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