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Bad Kings
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Today we begin to look at the kingdom of Judah. This is the small
nation that forms after the northern 11 tribes break away and form the
nation of Israel. Judah sputters along for centuries slowly getting smaller
and weaker. As God promised, kings from the bloodline of David
continue to lead — a total of 20 kings! Several of these kings are called
good. Most however, despite being descendants of David, are called
“evil.” We’ll explore what they did that made them evil and realize that
God’s patience endured.

Welcome to worship today!
We are worshipping both in-person and online today. Everything you
need for worship is included in this bulletin. For those in the sanctuary
please remember to fill out the attendance sheet so that contact tracing
can be done if necessary.



1  GATHERING

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love is
everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C: Amen

P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence for reflection.

P: Reconciling God,

C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.

We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others

as you have welcomed us.

We sin in thought, word, and deed.

By your grace, forgive us;

through your love, renew us;

and in your Spirit, lead us;

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.
Amen

P: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have

peace with God through Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained
grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For
hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

Opening Music

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray:

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call
upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with
compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the
earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.




i WORD -

First Reading 2 Kings 8:16-27

8In the fifth year of King Joram son of Ahab of Israel, Jehoram son of
King Jehoshaphat of Judah began to reign. 1’He was thirty-two years old
when he became king, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. 8He
walked in the way of the kings of Israel, as the house of Ahab had done,
for the daughter of Ahab was his wife. He did what was evil in the sight
of the LORD. °Yet the LORD would not destroy Judah, for the sake of his
servant David, since he had promised to give a lamp to him and to his
descendants forever. In his days Edom revolted against the rule of
Judah, and set up a king of their own. 2*Then Joram crossed over to Zair
with all his chariots. He set out by night and attacked the Edomites and
their chariot commanders who had surrounded him; but his army fled
home. 22So Edom has been in revolt against the rule of Judah to this day.
Libnah also revolted at the same time. 2Now the rest of the acts of
Joram, and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the Annals
of the Kings of Judah? 2*So Joram slept with his ancestors, and was
buried with them in the city of David; his son Ahaziah succeeded him.
Z|n the twelfth year of King Joram son of Ahab of Israel, Ahaziah son of
King Jehoram of Judah began to reign. #Ahaziah was twenty-two years
old when he began to reign; he reigned one year in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Athaliah, a granddaughter of King Omri of

Israel. 2’He also walked in the way of the house of Ahab, doing what was
evil in the sight of the LORD, as the house of Ahab had done, for he was
son-in-law to the house of Ahab.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord

C: Thanks be to God!

Scripture Poetry Psalm 68:33-36 (read responsibly)
A: Rulers of earth, sing to God.
Make music for the Lord.
C: who rides the clouds,
whose voice is thunder.
A: Acknowledge the power of God
who governs Israel,
whose strength is in the stormclouds.
C: You inspire wonder
in your temple, God of Israel,
as you fill your people
with power and might.
Blessed be God!




Second Reading Hebrews 10:19-25

¥Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary
by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us
through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), ?and since we have a
great priest over the house of God, ??let us approach with a true heart in
full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 2Let us hold fast to
the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is
faithful. 2*And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and
good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day
approaching.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord

C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation (Psalm 24:10)
C: Alleluia. Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the
King of glory. Alleluia.

Gospel Reading John 14:15-24

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 14" chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples] ”If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. *And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, to be with you forever. ' This is the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You
know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

81 will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. °In a little while
the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because | live, you
also will live. 2°On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and
you in me, and I in you. 2'They who have my commandments and keep
them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my
Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 22Judas (not
Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us,
and not to the world?” ZJesus answered him, “Those who love me will
keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them




and make our home with them. 2Whoever does not love me does not
keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the
Father who sent me.

After the reading:

P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon

Sermon Hymn Lead On, O King Eternal
(For music see Hymn 805 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Lead on, O King eternal!
The day of march has come;
henceforth in fields of conquest
your tents will be our home.
Through days of preparation
your grace has made us strong;
and now, O King eternal,
we lift our battle song.

2. Lead on, O King eternal,
till sin’s fierce war shall cease,
and holiness shall whisper
the sweet amen of peace;
for not with swords loud clashing,
nor roll of stirring drums,
but deeds of love and mercy
the heav’nly kingdom comes.

3. Lead on, O King eternal;
we follow, not with fears,
for gladness breaks like morning
where’er your face appears.
Your cross is lifted o’re us;
we journey in its light;
the crown awaits the conquest;
lead on, O God of might!

Text: Ernest W. Shurtleff, 1862-1917. Music: Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879



Apostles’ Creed
P: Let us confess our faith with the Apostles’ Creed.

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: We share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with messages of Christ’s peace.

Special Music

7 PRAYER

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. These four petitions
will be read by people in the congregation:

For your church throughout the world, we pray: Strengthen the faith of
all who believe. Speak to us through your word of power and mercy.




Abide with those Christians who are isolated from others. Give wisdom
and stamina to the missionaries we support: the Rev. Karen Anderson in
Chile and the Rev. Matthew Nickoloff in Rochester. Lord in your
mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

We pray for the Christian church around the world,

for humility where the church is dominant,

for courage where it is oppressed,

for faithfulness when it cannot assemble for worship,

and for our missionaries, Rev. Matthew Nickoloff and the Rev. Karen
Anderson.

Lord in your mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

We pray for schools around the globe,

for educators who must plan for the fall,

and for children without the resources to access remote learning.
Lord in your mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

We pray for all in need of healing,

for the residents of Beirut and other distressed cities,
for those suffering from hurricane damage,

for those sick and dying of COVID-19,

for the unemployed,

for people without medical care,

for medical workers and researchers,

and for the outcasts of our society.

Lord in your mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

i  SENDING ¢

Closing Music

Blessing
P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor

things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

God, the creator,

Jesus, the Christ,

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
C: Amen.

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.






T MEAL Ar

Thanksgiving Prayer

P: Let us pray: God our provider,

C: we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing out of
it. Accept the gifts you have first given us, which we bring to your

table, and with them the offering of our lives. Nourish us now with
the life that really is life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior

and Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow;
and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

(spoken)

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.
This is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”



Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

Communion Distribution

Welcome to the Lord’s Supper! All who are baptized are invited to receive
communion. The pastor will bring a wafer to you and place it in your hands.
The communion assistant will follow with a tray of grape juice or wine. If you
need a gluten free option please tell the pastor.

Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say:

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen

Post Communion Prayer

P: Let us pray...

God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the
gift of Christ’s body and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. Send us
now to shine with your goodness and bear witness to the one we have
received; Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen

Dismissal
P: Nurtured by God, we are equipped for his work.
C: Thanks be to God!
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