
 

 

 
 

Life of Isaac 
August 20, 2017   10:30 Holy Communion 

 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are the three patriarchs of Israel.  Of the three 

Isaac gets the least attention, but he gets our full attention today.  We 

read Genesis 26 and discover his life of faith.  Like Abraham before him, 

and Jacob after him, life is full of struggles and challenges.  In the end 

Isaac doesn’t exactly triumph over his troubles, but through Isaac God 

does accomplish his will of establishing his people. 
 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the 

back of the sanctuary. 
 

Nursery care is available during the service.  Please see one of the ushers 

if you need more information. 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



GATHERING    


Prelude and Announcements 

 
Gathering Hymn    Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God 
(for music, please turn to Hymn 783 in the Blue Hymnal) 

1. Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness,  

    and all these things shall be added unto you.  

    Allelu, alleluia. 
 

2. Ask and it shall be given unto you; seek and you shall find;       

    knock and the door shall be opened unto you.  

    Allelu, alleluia. 
 

3. We do not live by bread alone, but by ev’ry word  

    that proceeds from the mouth of God,  

   Allelu, alleluia. 
 

Text: Matt. 4:4,6:33,7:7, adapt. Karen Lafferty; Music: Karen Lafferty; Copyright 1972 Maranatha! Music 

 
Apostles’ Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, full of compassion and mercy, 

abounding in steadfast love. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Trusting in God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin 

against God and one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 

P: Eternal God our creator, 

C: in you we live and move and have our being.  Look upon us, your 

children, the work of your hands.  Forgive us all our offenses, and 

cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.  By your grace 

draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 

the Holy Spirit given to us.  In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died 



for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God forgives us all 

our sins.  

C: Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise   He Is Exalted  
(For music turn to Hymn 14 in the Songbook binder) 

1. He is exalted, the King is exalted on high, 

    I will praise Him. 

    He is exalted, forever exalted 

    And I will praise His name! 
 

Chorus 

    He is the Lord, forever His truth shall reign. 

    Heaven and earth  

    Rejoice in His holy name. 

    He is exalted, the King is exalted on high! 
 

2. He is exalted, the King is exalted on high, 

    I will praise Him. 

    He is exalted, forever exalted 

    And I will praise His name!  Chorus 2 times 
 

Text and music by Twila Paris.  CCLI #17827.  Copyright 1985 Straightway Music, administered by EMI Christian Music Publishing 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray… 

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call 

upon you.  Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with 

compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the 

earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

C: Amen. 

 

 

WORD   
  

First Reading  Genesis 26:1-33 

Now there was a famine in the land, besides the former famine that had 

occurred in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went to Gerar, to King 

Abimelech of the Philistines. 2The Lord appeared to Isaac and said, “Do 

not go down to Egypt; settle in the land that I shall show you.3Reside in 

this land as an alien, and I will be with you, and will bless you; for to you 

and to your descendants I will give all these lands, and I will fulfill the 

oath that I swore to your father Abraham. 4I will make your offspring as 



numerous as the stars of heaven, and will give to your offspring all these 

lands; and all the nations of the earth shall gain blessing for themselves 

through your offspring, 5because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my 

charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.” 
6So Isaac settled in Gerar. 7When the men of the place asked him about 

his wife, he said, “She is my sister”; for he was afraid to say, “My wife,” 

thinking, “or else the men of the place might kill me for the sake of 

Rebekah, because she is attractive” in appearance.” 8When Isaac had 

been there a long time, King Abimelech of the Philistines looked out of a 

window and saw him fondling his wife Rebekah. 9So Abimelech called 

for Isaac, and said, “So she is your wife! Why then did you say, ‘She is 

my sister’?” Isaac said to him, “Because I thought I might die because of 

her.” 10Abimelech said, “What is this you have done to us? One of the 

people might easily have lain with your wife, and you would have 

brought guilt upon us.” 11So Abimelech warned all the people, saying, 

“Whoever touches this man or his wife shall be put to death.” 
12Isaac sowed seed in that land, and in the same year reaped a 

hundredfold. The Lord blessed him, 13and the man became rich; he 

prospered more and more until he became very wealthy. 14He had 

possessions of flocks and herds, and a great household, so that the 

Philistines envied him. 15(Now the Philistines had stopped up and filled 

with earth all the wells that his father’s servants had dug in the days of 

his father Abraham.) 16And Abimelech said to Isaac, “Go away from us; 

you have become too powerful for us.” 17So Isaac departed from there 

and camped in the valley of Gerar and settled there. 18Isaac dug again the 

wells of water that had been dug in the days of his father Abraham; for 

the Philistines had stopped them up after the death of Abraham; and he 

gave them the names that his father had given them. 19But when Isaac’s 

servants dug in the valley and found there a well of spring water,20the 

herders of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s herders, saying, “The water is 

ours.” So he called the well Esek, because they contended with 

him.21Then they dug another well, and they quarreled over that one also; 

so he called it Sitnah. 22He moved from there and dug another well, and 

they did not quarrel over it; so he called it Rehoboth, saying, “Now 

the Lord has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the 

land.” 23From there he went up to Beer-sheba. 24And that very night 

the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am the God of your father 

Abraham; do not be afraid, for I am with you and will bless you and 

make your offspring numerous for my servant Abraham’s sake.” 25So he 

built an altar there, called on the name of the Lord, and pitched his tent 

there. And there Isaac’s servants dug a well. 



26Then Abimelech went to him from Gerar, with Ahuzzath his adviser 

and Phicol the commander of his army. 27Isaac said to them, “Why have 

you come to me, seeing that you hate me and have sent me away from 

you?”28They said, “We see plainly that the Lord has been with you; so 

we say, let there be an oath between you and us, and let us make a 

covenant with you 29so that you will do us no harm, just as we have not 

touched you and have done to you nothing but good and have sent you 

away in peace. You are now the blessed of the Lord.” 30So he made them 

a feast, and they ate and drank. 31In the morning they rose early and 

exchanged oaths; and Isaac set them on their way, and they departed 

from him in peace. 32That same day Isaac’s servants came and told him 

about the well that they had dug, and said to him, “We have found 

water!” 33He called it Shibah; therefore the name of the city is Beer-

sheba to this day. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Scripture Poetry  Psalm 140:1-8 (read responsively) 

A: Rescue me, Lord, from the wicked, 

    save me from the violent. 

C: They spawn evil in their hearts, 

    starting fights every day.  

A: Their tongues strike like a serpent, 

    their lips hide deadly venom.  

C: Free me, Lord, from their evil, 

    save me from the violent 

    who plot my downfall. 

A: The arrogant hide their traps 

    and set their snares for me, 

    tangling my path with nets. 

C: But you, Lord, are my God. 

    Listen!  I plead with you. 

    Be the fort that saves me, Lord, 

    my helmet when the battle comes.   

 
Second Reading   Colossians 3:1-11 

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on 

things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you have died, 

and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life 

is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 



5Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, 

passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6On account of these 

the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. 7These are the 

ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. 
8But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, 

slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one 

another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its 

practices10and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being 

renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11In that 

renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and 

in all! 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  (Matthew 7:12) 

C: Alleluia.  In everything do to others as you would have them do to 

you.  Alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading  Matthew 7:7-12 
The gospel is announced:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 7th chapter. 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 

[Jesus taught] “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; 

knock, and the door will be opened for you. 8For everyone who asks 

receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who 

knocks, the door will be opened. 9Is there anyone among you who, if 

your child asks for bread, will give a stone? 10Or if the child asks for a 

fish, will give a snake? 11If you then, who are evil, know how to give 

good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven 

give good things to those who ask him! 
12“In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this 

is the law and the prophets. 
After the reading:  

P: The gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Children’s Sermon 

 
Sermon 

 



Hymn of the Day         Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 
(for music, please turn to Hymn 802 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Let us every walk with Jesus,  

    follow his example pure, 

    through a world that would deceive us 

    and to sin our spirits lure. 

    Onward in his footsteps treading,  

    trav’lers here, our home above, 

    full of faith and hope and love, 

    let us do our Savior’s bidding. 

    Faithful Lord, with me abide; 

    I shall follow where you guide. 
 

2. Let us suffer here with Jesus,  

    and with patience bear our cross. 

    Joy will follow all our sadness;  

    where he is there is no loss. 

    Though today we sow no laughter,  

    we shall reap celestial joy; 

    All discomforts that annoy  

    shall give way to mirth here after. 

    Jesus, here I share your woe;  

    help me there your joy to know. 
 

3. Let us gladly die with Jesus.   

    Since by death he conquered death, 

    he will free us from destruction, 

    give to us immortal breath. 

    Let us mortify all passion  

    that would lead us into sin; 

    and the grave that shuts us in  

    shall but prove the gate of heaven. 

   Jesus, here with you I die,  

   there to live with you on high. 
 

4. Let us also live with Jesus.  

    He has risen from the dead 

    that to life we may awaken,  

    Jesus, you are now our head, 

    we are your own living members;  

    where you live, there we shall be 

    in your presence constantly, 



    living there with you forever. 

    Jesus, let me faithful be;  

    life eternal grant to me. 
 

Text:  Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Luthean Book of Worship, alt.  Music:  Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

A: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Church 

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  Please conclude 

your petition with: Lord in your mercy, 

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer. 
The pastor concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 
 

 

 



Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: We share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

 

MEAL     
 

Offering & Special Music 

 
Hymn of Thanksgiving    Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord 
For music turn to page 35 in the Blue Hymnal 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 

unite them with the prayers we offer now. 

Grace our table with your presence, Lord, 

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
Offering Prayer 

A: Let us pray: Merciful God, 

C: you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living 

thing.  You have set this feast before us.  Open our hands to receive 

it.  Open our hearts to embrace it.  Open our lives to live it.  We pray 

this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death 

and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 



everlasting life.  And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow; 

and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 (Isaiah 6:3, spoken) 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread, 

gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.  

This is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 

P: Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread. Our Lord’s body let us 

take together.   

 
Communion Distribution 
Welcome to the Lord’s Supper!  All who are baptized are invited to receive 

communion.  You will receive bread from the communion assistant.  You may 

receive wine from either the common cup or in an individual glass.  If you would 

like to receive in a glass please pick one up from the tray as you approach the 

altar rail.  White grape juice is available in the individual glasses for those who 

do not wish to take wine. As we commune together everyone is invited to sing the 

following hymns: 

Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal) 

772  Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways (Red Hymnal) 

27 Purify My Heart (Songbook Binder) 



 
Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say: 

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 
Post Communion Prayer 

A: Let us pray.  

Jesus our Lord, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread 

and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.  Filled 

again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of 

justice, may we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord 

forevermore.   

C: Amen.  

 

 

SENDING    
 

Blessing 

P: May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we 

can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope.  Almighty God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn      Sanctuary 
(For music turn to Hymn 90 in the Songbook binder) 
 

Chorus 

Lord prepare me  

To be a sanctuary 

Pure and holy 

Tried and true 

With thanksgiving 

I'll be a living 

Sanctuary for You 
 

1. It is You, Lord,  

    who came to save 

    the heart and soul of 

    every man. 

    It is You, Lord,  



    who knows my weakness, 

    who gives me strength with 

    Thine own hand. 
 

2. Lead me on Lord, 

    from temptation. 

    Purify me 

    from within. 

    Fill my heart, Lord, 

    with Your Holy Spirit. 

    Take away 

    all my sin.   Chorus 
 

CCLI Song No. 24140  © 1982 Whole Armor Publishing Company | Full Armor Publishing Company (Admin. by The Kruger 

Organisation, Inc. (TKO)) | (Admin. by The Kruger Organisation, Inc. (TKO))  John W. Thompson | Randy Scruggs. For use solely 

with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights Reserved. CCLI License No. 2005258 

 
Dismissal 

A: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

 

Worship assistants TODAY: 

Greeters and Ushers Ivan and Nancy Shuler 

Acolyte   Sabastian Plouffe 

Altar Care  Sally Mansfield 

Communion Assistants Cindy Swigart and Beth Bright 

Nursery Care  Laura Stroup 

Counters  Helen Crown and Tom Kurilovitch 

Coffee Hour   

 

Worship assistants for next Sunday, August 27 

Greeters and Ushers Phyllis and Dick Henderson 

Acolyte   Scott Wilmot 

Nursery Care  Beth Perdan 

Counters  Sue Kaufmann and Linda Flood 

Coffee Hour   
Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2017 copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. 
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