
 

 

 

 
 

 

King Hezekiah 
August 23, 2020  10:30 Worship 

Hezekiah is described as the king who trusted God more than any king 

before him (2 Kings 18:1-8).  That includes David and Solomon! Today 

we’ll read two full chapters about Hezekiah and discover how his trust in 

God influenced the way he ran the kingdom of Judah.   

 

Welcome to worship today! 
We are worshipping both in-person and online today.  Everything you 

need for worship is included in this bulletin.  For those in the sanctuary 

please remember to fill out the attendance sheet so that contact tracing 

can be done if necessary.   

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



 GATHERING     
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 
Confession and Forgiveness  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love is 

everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence for reflection. 
 

P: Reconciling God, 

C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

and we deny your presence in our lives. 

We place our hope in ourselves 

and rely on our own efforts. 

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others  

as you have welcomed us. 

We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

By your grace, forgive us; 

through your love, renew us; 

and in your Spirit, lead us; 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. 

Amen  
 

P: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have 

peace with God through Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained 

grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  Let us live now in hope.  For 

hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 
Gathering Hymn  Come, We That Love the Lord 

(For music see Hymn 625 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Come, we that love the Lord, 

    and let our joys be known; 

    join in a song with sweet accord, 

    join in a song with sweet accord 

    and thus surround the throne, 

    and thus surround the throne. 



 

Refrain We’re marching to Zion, 

beautiful, beautiful Zion: 

we’re marching upward to Zion, 

the beautiful city of God. 
 

2. Let those refuse to sing 

    who never knew our God; 

    but children of the heav’nly King, 

    but children of the heav’nly King 

    may tell their joys abroad, 

    may tell their joys abroad. Refrain 
 

3. The hill of Zion yields 

    a thousand sacred sweets 

    before we reach the heav’nly fields, 

    before we reach the heav’nly fields, 

    or walk the golden streets, 

    or walk the golden streets. Refrain 
 

4. Then let our songs abound, 

    and ev’ry tear be dry; 

    we’re marching through Immanuel’s ground, 

    we’re marching through Immanuel’s ground, 

    to fairer worlds on high, 

    to fairer worlds on high. Refrain 
 

Text: Iaac Watts, 1674-1748, stanzas; Robert Lowry, 1826-1899 refrain. Music: Robert Lowry 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray: 

Lord Christ, you came into the world as one of us, and suffered as we do.  

As we go through the trials of life, help us to realize that you are with us 

at all times and in all things; that we have no secrets from you; and that 

your loving grace enfolds us for eternity.  In the security of your embrace 

we pray. 

C: Amen. 

 

 WORD    
 

Scripture Reading  2 Kings 18-19 

In the third year of King Hoshea son of Elah of Israel, Hezekiah son of 

King Ahaz of Judah began to reign. 2He was twenty-five years old when 



he began to reign; he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His 

mother’s name was Abi daughter of Zechariah. 3He did what was right in 

the sight of the LORD just as his ancestor David had done. 4He removed 

the high places, broke down the pillars, and cut down the sacred pole. He 

broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made, for until those 

days the people of Israel had made offerings to it; it was called 

Nehushtan. 5He trusted in the LORD the God of Israel; so that there was 

no one like him among all the kings of Judah after him, or among those 

who were before him. 6For he held fast to the LORD; he did not depart 

from following him but kept the commandments that 

the LORD commanded Moses. 7The LORD was with him; wherever he 

went, he prospered. He rebelled against the king of Assyria and would 

not serve him. 8He attacked the Philistines as far as Gaza and its territory, 

from watchtower to fortified city. 
9In the fourth year of King Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of 

King Hoshea son of Elah of Israel, King Shalmaneser of Assyria came 

up against Samaria, besieged it, 10and at the end of three years, took it. In 

the sixth year of Hezekiah, which was the ninth year of King Hoshea of 

Israel, Samaria was taken. 11The king of Assyria carried the Israelites 

away to Assyria, settled them in Halah, on the Habor, the river of Gozan, 

and in the cities of the Medes, 12because they did not obey the voice of 

the LORD their God but transgressed his covenant—all that Moses the 

servant of the LORD had commanded; they neither listened nor 

obeyed. 13In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, King Sennacherib of 

Assyria came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and captured 

them. 14King Hezekiah of Judah sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish, 

saying, “I have done wrong; withdraw from me; whatever you impose on 

me I will bear.” The king of Assyria demanded of King Hezekiah of 

Judah three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of 

gold. 15Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was found in the house of 

the LORD and in the treasuries of the king’s house. 16At that time 

Hezekiah stripped the gold from the doors of the temple of the LORD, 

and from the doorposts that King Hezekiah of Judah had overlaid and 

gave it to the king of Assyria. 
17The king of Assyria sent the Tartan, the Rab-saris, and the Rabshakeh 

with a great army from Lachish to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem. They 

went up and came to Jerusalem. When they arrived, they came and stood 

by the conduit of the upper pool, which is on the highway to the Fuller’s 

Field. 18When they called for the king, there came out to them Eliakim 

son of Hilkiah, who was in charge of the palace, and Shebnah the 

secretary, and Joah son of Asaph, the recorder. 19The Rabshakeh said to 

them, “Say to Hezekiah: Thus says the great king, the king of Assyria: 



On what do you base this confidence of yours? 20Do you think that mere 

words are strategy and power for war? On whom do you now rely, that 

you have rebelled against me? 21See, you are relying now on Egypt, that 

broken reed of a staff, which will pierce the hand of anyone who leans on 

it. Such is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who rely on him. 22But if you say 

to me, ‘We rely on the LORD our God,’ is it not he whose high places and 

altars Hezekiah has removed, saying to Judah and to Jerusalem, ‘You 

shall worship before this altar in Jerusalem’? 23Come now, make a wager 

with my master the king of Assyria: I will give you two thousand horses, 

if you are able on your part to set riders on them. 24How then can you 

repulse a single captain among the least of my master’s servants, when 

you rely on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? 25Moreover, is it 

without the LORD that I have come up against this place to destroy it? 

The LORD said to me, Go up against this land, and destroy it.” 26Then 

Eliakim son of Hilkiah, and Shebnah, and Joah said to the Rabshakeh, 

“Please speak to your servants in the Aramaic language, for we 

understand it; do not speak to us in the language of Judah within the 

hearing of the people who are on the wall.” 27But the Rabshakeh said to 

them, “Has my master sent me to speak these words to your master and 

to you, and not to the people sitting on the wall, who are doomed with 

you to eat their own dung and to drink their own urine?” 28Then the 

Rabshakeh stood and called out in a loud voice in the language of Judah, 

“Hear the word of the great king, the king of Assyria! 29Thus says the 

king: ‘Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be able to deliver 

you out of my hand. 30Do not let Hezekiah make you rely on 

the LORD by saying, The LORD will surely deliver us, and this city will 

not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.’ 31Do not listen to 

Hezekiah; for thus says the king of Assyria: ‘Make your peace with me 

and come out to me; then every one of you will eat from your own vine 

and your own fig tree, and drink water from your own cistern, 32until I 

come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of grain and 

wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of olive oil and honey, that 

you may live and not die. Do not listen to Hezekiah when he misleads 

you by saying, The LORD will deliver us. 33Has any of the gods of the 

nations ever delivered its land out of the hand of the king of 

Assyria? 34Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the 

gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivvah? Have they delivered Samaria out 

of my hand? 35Who among all the gods of the countries have delivered 

their countries out of my hand, that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem 

out of my hand?’” 36But the people were silent and answered him not a 

word, for the king’s command was, “Do not answer him.” 37Then 

Eliakim son of Hilkiah, who was in charge of the palace, and Shebna the 



secretary, and Joah son of Asaph, the recorder, came to Hezekiah with 

their clothes torn and told him the words of the Rabshakeh. 

19When King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes, covered himself 

with sackcloth, and went into the house of the LORD. 2And he sent 

Eliakim, who was in charge of the palace, and Shebna the secretary, and 

the senior priests, covered with sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah son of 

Amoz. 3They said to him, “Thus says Hezekiah, This day is a day of 

distress, of rebuke, and of disgrace; children have come to the birth, and 

there is no strength to bring them forth. 4It may be that the LORD your 

God heard all the words of the Rabshakeh, whom his master the king of 

Assyria has sent to mock the living God, and will rebuke the words that 

the LORD your God has heard; therefore lift up your prayer for the 

remnant that is left.” 5When the servants of King Hezekiah came to 

Isaiah, 6Isaiah said to them, “Say to your master, ‘Thus says the LORD: 

Do not be afraid because of the words that you have heard, with which 

the servants of the king of Assyria have reviled me. 7I myself will put a 

spirit in him, so that he shall hear a rumor and return to his own land; I 

will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.’” 
8The Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria fighting against 

Libnah; for he had heard that the king had left Lachish. 9When the king 

heard concerning King Tirhakah of Ethiopia, “See, he has set out to fight 

against you,” he sent messengers again to Hezekiah, saying, 10“Thus 

shall you speak to King Hezekiah of Judah: Do not let your God on 

whom you rely deceive you by promising that Jerusalem will not be 

given into the hand of the king of Assyria. 11See, you have heard what 

the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, destroying them utterly. Shall 

you be delivered? 12Have the gods of the nations delivered them, the 

nations that my predecessors destroyed, Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and the 

people of Eden who were in Telassar? 13Where is the king of Hamath, 

the king of Arpad, the king of the city of Sepharvaim, the king of Hena, 

or the king of Ivvah?”  

 

Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it; 

then Hezekiah went up to the house of the LORD and spread it before 

the LORD. 15And Hezekiah prayed before the LORD, and said: 

“O LORD the God of Israel, who are enthroned above the cherubim, you 

are God, you alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; you have made 

heaven and earth. 16Incline your ear, O LORD, and hear; open your eyes, 

O LORD, and see; hear the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to 

mock the living God. 17Truly, O LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid 

waste the nations and their lands, 18and have hurled their gods into the 

fire, though they were no gods but the work of human hands—wood and 



stone—and so they were destroyed. 19So now, O LORD our God, save us, 

I pray you, from his hand, so that all the kingdoms of the earth may 

know that you, O LORD, are God alone.” 

 

Then Isaiah son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, “Thus says the LORD, 

the God of Israel: I have heard your prayer to me about King 

Sennacherib of Assyria. 21This is the word that the LORD has spoken 

concerning him:  

She despises you, she scorns you—  

    virgin daughter Zion;  

she tosses her head—behind your back,  

    daughter Jerusalem.  
22Whom have you mocked and reviled?  

    Against whom have you raised your voice  

and haughtily lifted your eyes?  

    Against the Holy One of Israel!  
23By your messengers you have mocked the Lord,  

    and you have said, ‘With my many chariots  

I have gone up the heights of the mountains,  

    to the far recesses of Lebanon;  

I felled its tallest cedars,  

    its choicest cypresses;  

I entered its farthest retreat,  

    its densest forest.  
24I dug wells  

    and drank foreign waters,  

I dried up with the sole of my foot  

    all the streams of Egypt.’  
25Have you not heard  

    that I determined it long ago?  

I planned from days of old  

    what now I bring to pass,  

that you should make fortified cities 

    crash into heaps of ruins,  
26while their inhabitants, shorn of strength,  

    are dismayed and confounded;  

they have become like plants of the field  

    and like tender grass,  

like grass on the housetops,  

    blighted before it is grown.  
27“But I know your rising and your sitting,  

    your going out and coming in,  



    and your raging against me.  
28Because you have raged against me  

    and your arrogance has come to my ears,  

I will put my hook in your nose  

    and my bit in your mouth;  

I will turn you back on the way  

    by which you came.  

 

“And this shall be the sign for you: This year you shall eat what grows of 

itself, and in the second year what springs from that; then in the third 

year sow, reap, plant vineyards, and eat their fruit. 30The surviving 

remnant of the house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear 

fruit upward; 31for from Jerusalem a remnant shall go out, and from 

Mount Zion a band of survivors. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do 

this. 32“Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria: He 

shall not come into this city, shoot an arrow there, come before it with a 

shield, or cast up a siege-ramp against it. 33By the way that he came, by 

the same he shall return; he shall not come into this city, says 

the LORD. 34For I will defend this city to save it, for my own sake and for 

the sake of my servant David.” 

 
35That very night the angel of the LORD set out and struck down one 

hundred eighty-five thousand in the camp of the Assyrians; when 

morning dawned, they were all dead bodies. 36Then King Sennacherib of 

Assyria left, went home, and lived at Nineveh. 37As he was worshiping in 

the house of his god Nisroch, his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer killed 

him with the sword, and they escaped into the land of Ararat. His son 

Esar-haddon succeeded him. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon 

 
Hymn of the Day  Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 
(for music, please turn to Hymn 802 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Let us ever walk with Jesus,  

    follow his example pure, 

    through a world that would deceive us 

    and to sin our spirits lure. 

    Onward in his footsteps treading,  

    trav’lers here, our home above, 



    full of faith and hope and love, 

    let us do our Savior’s bidding. 

    Faithful Lord, with me abide; 

    I shall follow where you guide. 
 

2. Let us suffer here with Jesus,  

    and with patience bear our cross. 

    Joy will follow all our sadness;  

    where he is there is no loss. 

    Though today we sow no laughter,  

    we shall reap celestial joy; 

    All discomforts that annoy  

    shall give way to mirth here after. 

    Jesus, here I share your woe;  

    help me there your joy to know. 
 

3. Let us gladly die with Jesus.   

    Since by death he conquered death, 

    he will free us from destruction, 

    give to us immortal breath. 

    Let us mortify all passion  

    that would lead us into sin; 

    and the grave that shuts us in  

    shall but prove the gate of heaven. 

   Jesus, here with you I die,  

   there to live with you on high. 
 

4. Let us also live with Jesus.  

    He has risen from the dead 

    that to life we may awaken,  

    Jesus, you are now our head, 

    we are your own living members;  

    where you live, there we shall be 

    in your presence constantly, 

    living there with you forever. 

    Jesus, let me faithful be;  

    life eternal grant to me. 
 

Text:  Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Luthean Book of Worship, alt.  Music:  Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 

 
Response to the Word 

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. 



C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised 

Holy Spirit. 
 

A: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

A: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

C: pray in the Holy Spirit.        (Jude 20) 
 

A: Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21) 
 

A: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

C: Everything old has passed away; 

behold, everything has become new!  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 

 

 PRAYER     
 

Prayers of Intercession 

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  These four petitions 

will be read by people in the congregation: 
 

Bless the church, that despite the hardships experienced during this 

pandemic, Christians around the globe will stand firm on the rock, who is 

Christ. Give wisdom and stamina to the missionaries we support: the 

Rev. Karen Anderson in Chile and the Rev. Matthew Nickoloff in 

Rochester. Lord in your mercy… 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 



Bless our various means of communication, our phones, the internet, our 

postal service, and delivery businesses, that our communities be 

sustained for fruitful life together.  Lord in your mercy… 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

Bless students, that whether in class or at home they be kept safe and 

able to learn. Uphold faculty and families and protect all who will be 

affected by the opening of schools. Form college students to conduct 

themselves with maturity.  Lord in your mercy…  

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

The pastor concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

 

 

 SENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

God, the creator,  

Jesus, the Christ,  

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,  

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Sending Hymn  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
(For music turn to Hymn 858 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1.  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!  

     O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation!         

     Let all who hear  

     Now to his temple draw near,  

     Joining in glad adoration! 
 

2   Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning. 

     And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining.  

     Have you not seen  

     All that is needful has been  

     Sent by his gracious ordaining? 
 

3.  Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you. 

     Surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.     

     Ponder anew  

     What the Almighty can do  

     If with his love he befriend you. 
 

4.  Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him!  

     All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him!  

     Let the amen  

     Sound from his people again.  

     Gladly forever adore him!   
 

Text – Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878; Tune Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Stralsund, 1665; arr. Heidi 

Griffith 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 
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