
 

 

 
 

Divided Kingdom 
August 2, 2020  10:30 Worship 

Solomon’s son Rehoboam takes the lead after Solomon’s death.  

Ignoring the guidance of his father’s advisers he increases the burdens on 

the population.  The northern tribes break off into their own nation.  The 

united nation of God’s people had lasted for only two generations of 

kings.  In time both nations would be defeated and destroyed. 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
We are worshipping both in-person and online today.  Everything you 

need for worship is included in this bulletin.  For those in the sanctuary 

please remember to fill out the attendance sheet so that contact tracing 

can be done if necessary.   

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



 OPENING     
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 
Candle Lighting 
The candles are lit and the following prayer is said: 

A: God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love 

you, and voices to sing your praise.  Fill us with your Spirit, that we may 

celebrate your glory and worship you in spirit and truth, through Jesus 

the Christ our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 

 
Confession and Forgiveness  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love is 

everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence for reflection. 
 

P: Reconciling God, 

C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

and we deny your presence in our lives. 

We place our hope in ourselves 

and rely on our own efforts. 

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others  

as you have welcomed us. 

We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

By your grace, forgive us; 

through your love, renew us; 

and in your Spirit, lead us; 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. 

Amen  
 

P: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have 

peace with God through Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained 

grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  Let us live now in hope.  For 

hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 



Opening Music 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray: 

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives.  

Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, 

and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 WORD    
 

First Reading  1 Kings 11:41-12:20 
41Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, all that he did as well as his 

wisdom, are they not written in the Book of the Acts of Solomon? 42The 

time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty 

years. 43Solomon slept with his ancestors and was buried in the city of 

his father David; and his son Rehoboam succeeded him. 

Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem to make 

him king. 2When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard of it (for he was still in 

Egypt, where he had fled from King Solomon), then Jeroboam returned 

from Egypt. 3And they sent and called him; and Jeroboam and all the 

assembly of Israel came and said to Rehoboam, 4“Your father made our 

yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten the hard service of your father and his 

heavy yoke that he placed on us, and we will serve you.” 5He said to 

them, “Go away for three days, then come again to me.” So the people 

went away. 6Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the older men who 

had attended his father Solomon while he was still alive, saying, “How 

do you advise me to answer this people?” 7They answered him, “If you 

will be a servant to this people today and serve them, and speak good 

words to them when you answer them, then they will be your servants 

forever.” 8But he disregarded the advice that the older men gave him, and 

consulted with the young men who had grown up with him and now 

attended him. 9He said to them, “What do you advise that we answer this 

people who have said to me, ‘Lighten the yoke that your father put on 

us’?” 10The young men who had grown up with him said to him, “Thus 

you should say to this people who spoke to you, ‘Your father made our 

yoke heavy, but you must lighten it for us’; thus you should say to them, 

‘My little finger is thicker than my father’s loins. 11Now, whereas my 

father laid on you a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke. My father 



disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with 

scorpions.’” 12So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the 

third day, as the king had said, “Come to me again the third day.” 13The 

king answered the people harshly. He disregarded the advice that the 

older men had given him 14and spoke to them according to the advice of 

the young men, “My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your 

yoke; my father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you 

with scorpions.” 15So the king did not listen to the people, because it was 

a turn of affairs brought about by the LORD that he might fulfill his word, 

which the LORD had spoken by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam son of 

Nebat. 
16When all Israel saw that the king would not listen to them, the people 

answered the king, “What share do we have in David? We have no 

inheritance in the son of Jesse. To your tents, O Israel! Look now to your 

own house, O David.” So Israel went away to their tents. 17But 

Rehoboam reigned over the Israelites who were living in the towns of 

Judah. 18When King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was taskmaster over 

the forced labor, all Israel stoned him to death. King Rehoboam then 

hurriedly mounted his chariot to flee to Jerusalem. 19So Israel has been in 

rebellion against the house of David to this day. 

When all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, they sent and called 

him to the assembly and made him king over all Israel.  There was no 

one who followed the house of David, except the tribe of Judah alone. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 
Scripture Poetry Psalm 93 (read responsibly) 

A: Lord, you reign with glory, 

    Draped in splendor, girt with power. 

    The world stands first, 

    not to be shaken, 

C: for your throne, ageless God, 

    has stood from of old. 

A: Onward roll the waves, O God, 

    onward like thunder, 

    onward like fury. 

C: Thundering above the waters, 

    high above ocean breakers, 

    you, God, rise with might. 

A: Your decrees stand unshaken; 

    the beauty of holiness 

    fills your house forever, Lord. 



 

Second Reading  1 Peter 1:3-9 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great 

mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that is 

imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are 

being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready 

to be revealed in the last time. 
6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer 

various trials, 7so that the genuineness of your faith—being more 

precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be 

found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 

revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even 

though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 

indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the outcome of 

your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 
Gospel Acclamation (Psalm 24:10) 

C: Alleluia.  Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the 

King of glory.  Alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading  John 10:11-18 
The gospel is announced:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 10th chapter. 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 

[Jesus said] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 

life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not 

own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs 

away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand 

runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the 

good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the 

Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 

sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 

them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 

one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down 

my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it 

down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power 

to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 
After the reading:  

P: The Gospel of the Lord 



C: Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

 
Response to the Word 

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. 

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised 

Holy Spirit. 
 

A: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

A: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

C: pray in the Holy Spirit.        (Jude 20) 
 

A: Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21) 
 

A: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

C: Everything old has passed away; 

behold, everything has become new!  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 

 

 



 

 PRAYER     
 

Prayers of Intercession 

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  These three 

petitions will be read by people in the congregation: 
 

B: For the earth, O creative God, we pray. Give to plants and animals the 

water and land they require. Form us into grateful and healing caretakers 

of your earth. Bless the efforts of scientists and researchers, especially 

those seeking a vaccine. Lead all people to honor the scientific 

discoveries that you grant to humankind.  Lord in your mercy… 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

E: For the church, O God of mercy, we pray. Open your word to 

Christians around the world. Reveal yourself to us in ways both 

traditional and surprising, in places old and new. Be with the 

missionaries we support: the Rev. Karen Anderson in Chile and the Rev. 

Matthew Nickoloff in Rochester.  Lord in your mercy… 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

G:   For the nations, O God of justice, we pray. Direct leaders of nations 

to build trust with each other and to resist the ways of violence. Stifle the 

lust for conquest. Bring peace to the Middle East. Visit the people of 

Hong Kong. Move us away from racist attitudes and policies. Form our 

president, governor, and legislators to speak with honesty, to strive for 

justice, and to work to alleviate the nation’s needs.  Lord in your 

mercy…  

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

The pastor concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 
Special Music 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 



    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen 

 

 

 SENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

God, the creator,  

Jesus, the Christ,  

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,  

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

C: Amen. 

 
Closing Music 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 
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