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King Josiah
August 30, 2020 8:30 & 10:30 Worship

Four hundred years have gone by since the reign of King David. Despite
that the kingdom of Judah still has false idols and pagan shrines
operating all over the place. Enter King Josiah. For the first time in over
a thousand years a leader arises who is committed to faithfulness to God
and focused on operating the nation according to God’s commands.

Welcome to worship today!
We are worshipping both in-person and online today. Everything you
need for worship is included in this bulletin. For those in the sanctuary
please remember to fill out the attendance sheet so that contact tracing
can be done if necessary.



7  GATHERING

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love is
everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C: Amen

P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence for reflection.

P: Reconciling God,

C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance,

and we deny your presence in our lives.

We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.

We fear difference and do not welcome others

as you have welcomed us.

We sin in thought, word, and deed.

By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your
Spirit, lead us;

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.

Amen

P: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have

peace with God through Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained
grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For
hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

Gathering Hymn Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
(For music see Hymn 533 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Open now thy gates of beauty,
Zion, let me enter there,
where my soul in joyful duty
waits for God who answers prayer.
Oh, how blessed is this place,
filled with solace, light, and grace!

2. Gracious God, | come before thee;



come thou also unto me;

where we find thee and adore thee,
there a heav’n on earth must be.
To my heart, oh, enter thou,

let it be thy temple now!

3. Here thy praise is gladly chanted,
here thy seed is duly sown;
let my soul, where it is planted,
bring forth precious sheaves alone,
so that all I hear may be
fruitful unto life in me.

4. Thou my faith increase and quicken,
let me keep thy gift divine;
how so e’re temptations thicken,
may thy word sill 0’er me shine
as my guiding star through life,
as my comfort in all strife.

5. Speak, O God, and I will hear thee,
let thy will be done indeed;
may | undisturbed draw near thee
while thou dost thy people feed.
Here of life the fountain flows;
here is balm for all our woes.

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. Music: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray:

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, bless the public servants in the
government that they may do their work in the a spirit of wisdom,
charity, and justice. Help them use their authority to serve faithfully and
to promote our common life; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

T WORD -

First Reading 2 Chronicles 34
Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign; he reigned thirty-one
years in Jerusalem. 2He did what was right in the sight of the LORD, and




walked in the ways of his ancestor David; he did not turn aside to the
right or to the left. 3For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was still a
boy, he began to seek the God of his ancestor David, and in the twelfth
year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high places, the
sacred poles, and the carved and the cast images. *In his presence they
pulled down the altars of the Baals; he demolished the incense altars that
stood above them. He broke down the sacred poles and the carved and
the cast images; he made dust of them and scattered it over the graves of
those who had sacrificed to them. *He also burned the bones of the
priests on their altars, and purged Judah and Jerusalem. éIn the towns of
Manasseh, Ephraim, and Simeon, and as far as Naphtali, in their ruins all
around, 'he broke down the altars, beat the sacred poles and the images
into powder, and demolished all the incense altars throughout all the land
of Israel. Then he returned to Jerusalem.

8In the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had purged the land and the
house, he sent Shaphan son of Azaliah, Maaseiah the governor of the
city, and Joah son of Joahaz, the recorder, to repair the house of

the LORD his God. °They came to the high priest Hilkiah and delivered
the money that had been brought into the house of God, which the
Levites, the keepers of the threshold, had collected from Manasseh and
Ephraim and from all the remnant of Israel and from all Judah and
Benjamin and from the inhabitants of Jerusalem. °They delivered it to
the workers who had the oversight of the house of the LORD, and the
workers who were working in the house of the LORD gave it for repairing
and restoring the house. ' They gave it to the carpenters and the builders
to buy quarried stone, and timber for binders, and beams for the
buildings that the kings of Judah had let go to ruin. *?The people did the
work faithfully. Over them were appointed the Levites Jahath and
Obadiah, of the sons of Merari, along with Zechariah and Meshullam, of
the sons of the Kohathites, to have oversight. Other Levites, all skillful
with instruments of music, 3were over the burden bearers and directed
all who did work in every kind of service; and some of the Levites were
scribes, and officials, and gatekeepers.

“While they were bringing out the money that had been brought into the
house of the LORD, the priest Hilkiah found the book of the law of

the LORD given through Moses. Hilkiah said to the secretary Shaphan,
“I have found the book of the law in the house of the LORD”; and Hilkiah
gave the book to Shaphan. *Shaphan brought the book to the king, and
further reported to the king, “All that was committed to your servants
they are doing. ' They have emptied out the money that was found in the



house of the LORD and have delivered it into the hand of the overseers
and the workers.” **The secretary Shaphan informed the king, “The
priest Hilkiah has given me a book.” Shaphan then read it aloud to the
king. *When the king heard the words of the law he tore his

clothes. Then the king commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam son of Shaphan,
Abdon son of Micah, the secretary Shaphan, and the king’s servant
Asaiah: 2“Go, inquire of the LORD for me and for those who are left in
Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of the book that has been
found; for the wrath of the LORD that is poured out on us is great,
because our ancestors did not keep the word of the LORD, to act in
accordance with all that is written in this book.” ?2So Hilkiah and those
whom the king had sent went to the prophet Huldah, the wife of Shallum
son of Tokhath son of Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe (who lived in
Jerusalem in the Second Quarter) and spoke to her to that effect. 2*She
declared to them, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Tell the man
who sent you to me, #*Thus says the LORD: | will indeed bring disaster
upon this place and upon its inhabitants, all the curses that are written in
the book that was read before the king of Judah. ?°Because they have
forsaken me and have made offerings to other gods, so that they have
provoked me to anger with all the works of their hands, my wrath will be
poured out on this place and will not be quenched. 2°But as to the king of
Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, thus shall you say to him:
Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Regarding the words that you
have heard, 2’because your heart was penitent and you humbled yourself
before God when you heard his words against this place and its
inhabitants, and you have humbled yourself before me, and have torn
your clothes and wept before me, | also have heard you, says

the LORD. 281 will gather you to your ancestors and you shall be gathered
to your grave in peace; your eyes shall not see all the disaster that I will
bring on this place and its inhabitants.” They took the message back to
the king.

Then the king sent word and gathered together all the elders of Judah
and Jerusalem. ®The king went up to the house of the LORD, with all the
people of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the priests and the Levites,
all the people both great and small; he read in their hearing all the words
of the book of the covenant that had been found in the house of

the LORD. ' The king stood in his place and made a covenant before

the LORD, to follow the LORD, keeping his commandments, his decrees,
and his statutes, with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words
of the covenant that were written in this book. **Then he made all who
were present in Jerusalem and in Benjamin pledge themselves to it. And



the inhabitants of Jerusalem acted according to the covenant of God, the
God of their ancestors. **Josiah took away all the abominations from all
the territory that belonged to the people of Israel, and made all who were
in Israel worship the LORD their God. All his days they did not turn away
from following the LORD the God of their ancestors.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord

C: Thanks be to God!

Scripture Poetry Psalm 119:1-8 (read responsibly)
A: Happy the blameless,
who keep the Lord’s decrees,
C: walking the path of the law,
seeking God with all their heart.
A: They never choose evil
but follow God’s way.
C: Lord, you charge us
to cherish your law.
A: Steady me,
that | may keep your commands.
C: Then, without shame,
I can reflect on your ways.
A: | truly sing your praise,
when | learn your justice.
C: Holy me closely,
I shall keep your commands.

Second Reading Romans 7:7-13

"What then should we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet, if it
had not been for the law, | would not have known sin. | would not have
known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not

covet.” 8But sin, seizing an opportunity in the commandment, produced
in me all kinds of covetousness. Apart from the law sin lies dead. °I was
once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin
revived and I died, and the very commandment that promised life
proved to be death to me. *'For sin, seizing an opportunity in the
commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 12So the law is
holy, and the commandment is holy and just and good. *Did what is
good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, working death in
me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and
through the commandment might become sinful beyond measure.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord

C: Thanks be to God!




Sermon

Hymn of the Day Word of God, Come Down on Earth
(For music see Hymn 510 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Word of God come down on earth,
living rain from heav’n descending;
touch our hearts and bring to birth
faith and hope and love unending.
Word almighty, we revere you;

Word made flesh, we long to hear you.

2. Word eternal, throned on high,
Word that brought to life creation,
Word that came from heav’n to die
crucified for our salvation,
saving Word, the world restoring,
speak to us, your love outpouring.

3. Word that speaks God’s tender love,
one with God beyond all telling,
Word that sends us from above
God the Spirit, with us dwelling,
Word of truth, to all truth lead us;
Word of life, with one bread feed us.

Text: James Quinn, sj, b. 1919, copyright James Quinn sj admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Music: Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673

Response to the Word

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation.

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit.

A: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended



into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

A: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
C: pray in the Holy Spirit. (Jude 20)

A: Keep yourselves in the love of God;
C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21)

A: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
C: Everything old has passed away;
behold, everything has become new! (2 Corinthians 5:17)

T PRAYER

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. These three
petitions will be read by people in the congregation:

Facing so many international problems we pray —

for the strengthening of democracies,

for peaceful resolutions to conflicts,

for the people of Belarus, Lebanon, and Yemen,

for researchers seeking a vaccine,

for racial justice within our nation,

for our legislators to assist the lives of the poor,

and for an ethical election campaign. Lord in your mercy...
C: Hear our prayer.

We pray for the Christian church around the world,

for humility where the church is dominant,

for courage where it is oppressed,

for faithfulness when it cannot assemble for worship,

and for our missionaries, Rev. Matthew Nickoloff and the Rev. Karen
Anderson. Lord in your mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.



Surrounded by people with great and hidden need we pray —
for families frightened by the uncertain future,

for those whose homes have burned down,

for students deprived of effective education,

for refugees and for prisoners. Lord in your mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

1  SENDING ¢

Sending Hymn Son of God, Eternal Savior
(For music see Hymn 655 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Son of God, eternal Savior,
source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us
hallows all our human race,
you our head, who, throned in glory,
for your own will ever plead;
fill us with your love and pity,
heal our wrong, and help our need.

2. As you, Lord, have lived for others,



so may we for others live.

Freely have your gifts been granted;
freely may your servants give.
Yours the gold and yours the silver,
yours the wealth of land and sea;
we but stewards of your bounty
held in solemn trust will be.

3. Come, O Christ, and reign among us,
King of love and Prince and peace;
hush the storm of strife and passion,
bid its cruel discords cease.

By your patient years of toiling,

by you silent hours of pain,

guench our fevered thirst of pleasure,
stem our selfish greed of gain.

4. Son of God, eternal Savior,
source of life and truth and grace,
Word may flesh, whose birth among us
hallows all our human race:
by your praying, by your willing
that your people should be one,
grant, oh grant our hope’s fruition:
here on earth your will be done.

Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932. Music: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr. Julius Rontgen,
1855-1932

Blessing
P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor

things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

God, the creator,

Jesus, the Christ,

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
C: Amen.

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.



“Didn’t expect to be here today, eh? Hey,
life's full of surprises. | mean, | didn’t
expect to wake up this morning
with an overwhelming craving for sausage
and mushroom, but there you go.”
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