
 

 

 
 

 Exodus 12:29-39  Final Plague 
August 5, 2018  10:30 Holy Communion 

 

The final plague inflicted upon the Egyptians is the death plague.  The 

firstborn of all the Egyptians – human as well as livestock – dies.  This 

causes an immediate reversal of the fortunes of the Israelites; who have 

been enslaved by the Egyptians for generations.  Now they are freed!  

But not only freed, sent away with all they could carry!  They have gone 

from nobodies to a powerful people.  How will they handle this 

newfound position? 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the 

back of the sanctuary. 
 

Nursery care is available during the service.  Please see one of the ushers 

if you need more information. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



GATHERING    


Prelude and Announcements 

 
Gathering Hymn    Morning Has Broken 

(For music see Hymn 556 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Morning has broken 

    like the first morning; 

    blackbird has spoken 

    like the first bird. 

    Praise for the singing! 

    Praise for the morning! 

    Praise for them, springing 

    fresh from the Word!  
 

2. Sweet the rain’s new fall, 

    sunlit from heaven, 

    like the first dew fall 

    on the first grass. 

    Praise for the sweetness 

    of the wet garden, 

    spring in completeness 

    where God’s feet pass. 
 

3. Mine is the sunlight! 

    Mine is the morning, 

    born of the one light 

    Eden saw play! 

    Praise with elation, 

    praise ev’ry morning, 

    God’s re-creation 

    of the new day! 
 

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965, copyright Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, admin. David Higham Associates.. Music: Gaelic tune; arr. 

hymnal version, arr. copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress 

 
Apostles’ Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 



Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, full of compassion and mercy, 

abounding in steadfast love.  

C: Amen 
 

P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against 

God and one another.  
(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 
 

P: Eternal God our creator, 

C: in you we live and move and have our being.  Look upon us, your 

children, the work of your hands.  Forgive us all our offenses, and 

cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.  By your grace 

draw us near to you, our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 

the Holy Spirit given to us.  In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died 

for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God forgives you all 

your sins.   

C: Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise   Kyrie Eleison 

“Kyrie Eleison” is Greek for “Lord have mercy.” 

(For music turn to Hymn 19 in the Songbook binder) 
 

Refrain 

           Kyrie Eleison on our world and on our way.  

           Kyrie Eleison ev’ry day 
 

1. For peace in the world, for the health of the church,  

    for the unity of all.  

    For this holy house, for all who worship and praise,  

    let us pray to the Lord! Let us pray to the Lord!  Refrain 
 

2. That we may live out your impassioned response to the  

     hungry and the poor.  

     That we may live out truth and justice and grace,  

     let us pray to the Lord! Let us pray to the Lord! Refrain 
 

3.  For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes,  

     for friends and family.  

     For life and for love, for our work and our play,  

     let us pray to the Lord! Let us pray to the Lord! Refrain 



 

4. For your spirit to guide, that you center our lives 

     in the water and the Word 

    That you nourish our souls with your body and blood 

     let us pray to the Lord! Let us pray to the Lord! Refrain 
 

Text and music: Larry Olson, copyright 1989, Dakota Road Music, CCLI #1765776 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray… 

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a 

longing for your word and a hunger for your truth.  Grant that we may 

know your Son to be the true bread of heaven and share this bread with 

all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

C: Amen. 

 

 

WORD   
 

First Reading  Exodus 12:29-39 
29At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, 

from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the 

prisoner who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the 

livestock.30Pharaoh arose in the night, he and all his officials and all the 

Egyptians; and there was a loud cry in Egypt, for there was not a house 

without someone dead. 31Then he summoned Moses and Aaron in the 

night, and said, “Rise up, go away from my people, both you and the 

Israelites! Go, worship the Lord, as you said. 32Take your flocks and your 

herds, as you said, and be gone. And bring a blessing on me too!” 33The 

Egyptians urged the people to hasten their departure from the land, for 

they said, “We shall all be dead.” 34So the people took their dough before 

it was leavened, with their kneading bowls wrapped up in their cloaks on 

their shoulders. 35The Israelites had done as Moses told them; they had 

asked the Egyptians for jewelry of silver and gold, and for clothing, 36and 

the Lord had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that 

they let them have what they asked. And so they plundered the 

Egyptians. 
37The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred 

thousand men on foot, besides children. 38A mixed crowd also went up 

with them, and livestock in great numbers, both flocks and herds. 39They 

baked unleavened cakes of the dough that they had brought out of Egypt;  

 



it was not leavened, because they were driven out of Egypt and could not 

wait, nor had they prepared any provisions for themselves. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Scripture Poetry  Psalm 116:12-19 (read responsively) 

A: What gift can ever repay 

    God’s gift to me? 

C: I raise the cup of freedom 

    as I call on God’s name! 

A: I fulfill my vows to you, Lord, 

    standing before your assembly. 

C: Lord, you hate to see 

    your faithful ones dies. 

A: I beg you, Lord, hear me: 

    it is I, the servant you love, 

    I, the child of your servant. 

    You freed me from death’s grip. 

C: I bring a gift of thanks, 

    as I call on your name.  

A: I fulfill my vows to you, Lord, 

    standing before your assembly, 

C: in the courts of your house, 

    within the heart of Jerusalem. 

    Hallelujah! 

 
Second Reading  1 Corinthians 1:26-31 
26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were 

wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of 

noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 

wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God 

chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to 

reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the 

presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who 

became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification 

and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 

boast in the Lord.” 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 



Gospel Acclamation  (1 Corinthians 1:28) 

C: Alleluia.  God chose what is low and despised in the world, things 

that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are.  Alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading  Mark 7:31-37 
The gospel is announced:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 7th chapter. 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 
31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon 

towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They 

brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and 

they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, 

away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and 

touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to 

him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were 

opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus 

ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more 

zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, 

saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear 

and the mute to speak.” 
After the reading:  

P: The gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Children’s Sermon 

 
Sermon 

 
Hymn of the Day   Will You Come and Follow Me 
For music turn to Hymn 798 in the Red Hymnal 
 

1. “Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

    Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

    Will you let my love be shown, 

    will you let my name be known, 

    will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?” 
 

2. “Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

    Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

    Will you risk the hostile stare, 

    should your life attract or scare? 

    Will you let me answer pray’r in you and you in me?” 



 

3. “Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

    Will you set the pris’ners free and never be the same? 

    Will you kiss the leper clean, 

    and do such as this unseen, 

    and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?” 
 

4. “Will you love the you you hide if I but call your name? 

    Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

    Will you use the faith you’ve found 

    to reshape the world around, 

    through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?” 
 

5. Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 

    Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

    In your company I’ll go 

    where your love and footsteps show. 

    Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 
 

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949, copyright 1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Music: Scottish Traditional 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

A: Let us confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 



 
Prayers of the Church 
P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  Please conclude 

your petition with: Lord in your mercy, 

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer. 
The pastor concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 
Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: We share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

 

 

MEAL     
 

Offering & Special Music  

 
Hymn of Thanksgiving    Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord 
For music turn to page 35 in the Blue Hymnal 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 

unite them with the prayers we offer now. 

Grace our table with your presence, Lord, 

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 

 

 

 

 



Offering Prayer 

A: Let us pray:  Merciful God, 

C: you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living 

thing.  You have set this feast before us.  Open our hands to receive 

it.  Open our hearts to embrace it.  Open our lives to live it.  We pray 

this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death 

and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow; 

and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken) 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread, 

gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.  

This is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

 

 

 

 

 



Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 
Communion Distribution 
Welcome to the Lord’s Supper!  All who are baptized are invited to receive 

communion.  You will receive bread from the communion assistant.  (If you need 

gluten free wafers please ask the assistant distributing bread.) You may receive 

wine from either the common cup or in an individual glass.  If you would like to 

receive in a glass please pick one up from the tray as you approach the altar 

rail.  White grape juice is available in the individual glasses for those who do 

not wish to take wine. As we commune together everyone is invited to sing the 

following hymns: 

Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal) 

54 Lamb of God (Songbook Binder) 

68 Holy and Anointed One (Songbook Binder) 

 
Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say: 

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen 

 
Post Communion Prayer 

A: Let us pray… 

Jesus our Lord, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread 

and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.  Filled 

again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of 

justice, may we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord 

forevermore.   

C: Amen.  



SENDING    
 

Blessing 

P: May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we 

can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope.  Almighty God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.   

C: Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn      The Power of Your Love  
(for music, turn to Hymn 71 in the Songbook binder) 

1. Lord, I come to You, let my heart be changed, renewed,  

    Flowing from the grace that I've found in You.  

    And, Lord, I've come to know the weaknesses I see in me  

    will be stripped away by the pow'r of Your love. 
 

Refrain 

    Hold me close, let Your love surround me; 

    Bring me near, draw me to Your side 

    And as I wait, I'll rise up like an eagle, and I will soar with You. 

    Your Spirit leads me on in the pow'r of Your love. 
 

2. Lord, unveil my eyes, let me see You face to face, 

    the knowledge of Your love as You live in me. 

    Lord, renew my mind, as Your will unfolds in my life, 

    in living ev 'ry day in the pow'r of Your love.  Refrain 
 

Text and music by Geoff Bullock; copyright 1992 Word Music, Inc.; CCLI #917491 

 
Dismissal 

A: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worship assistants TODAY: 

Greeters and Ushers Sally Mansfield and Helen Crown 

Acolyte   Hanna Stroup 

Altar Care  Liz Brown 

Communion Assistants Tim and Liz Brown 

Nursery Care  Katy Stimmel 

Counters  Bruce Boncke and Art Fields 

Coffee Hour   

 

Worship assistants for next Sunday, August 12, 2018 

Greeters and Ushers Kim and Gary Boisseau 

Acolyte   Abbie Bullwinkle 

Nursery Care  Kalena Boisseau 

Counters  Bruce and Connie Stevenson 

Coffee Hour   

 

 
Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2018 copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. 
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stjohnsvictor.com  (585) 924-5192 

The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor 

Heidi Griffith, Music Director 


