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Northern Kingdom - Israel
August 9, 2020 10:30 Worship

After only two generations of leadership from the Davidic line the
northern 11 tribes leave the nation and create the kingdom called Israel.
Today we will look at that kingdom. The Bible describes it as generally
corrupt and unstable. However, we also see more of God’s patience and
God’s accountability. Ultimately the dynamics of the kingdom will
come to influence how we understand our own Lord Jesus.

Welcome to worship today!

We are worshipping both in-person and online today. Everything you
need for worship is included in this bulletin. For those in the sanctuary
please remember to fill out the attendance sheet so that contact tracing
can be done if necessary.



7  GATHERING

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love is
everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C: Amen

P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence for reflection.

P: Reconciling God,

C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.

We place our hope in ourselves

and rely on our own efforts.

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others

as you have welcomed us.

We sin in thought, word, and deed.

By your grace, forgive us;

through your love, renew us;

and in your Spirit, lead us;

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.
Amen

P: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have

peace with God through Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained
grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For
hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

Opening Music

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray:

Patient God, it has always been your desire to have all people gathered
into your family, and have that family rejoice in you and each other. Yet
the human family remains broken and divided. Pour out your grace upon




us and be patient with us. Bring us to that time when all things are
fulfilled. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

T WORD -

First Reading 2 Kings 2:23-25

[The prophet Elisha] went up from [Jericho] to Bethel; and while he was
going up on the way, some small boys came out of the city and jeered at
him, saying, “Go away, baldhead! Go away, baldhead!” ?*When he
turned around and saw them, he cursed them in the name of the LORD.
Then two she-bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-two of the
boys. From there he went on to Mount Carmel, and then returned to
Samaria.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord

C: Thanks be to God!

Scripture Poetry Isaiah 12 (read responsibly)
A: You will say in that day:
I will give thanks to you, O LORD,
for though you were angry with me,
your anger turned away,
and you comforted me.
C: Surely God is my salvation;
I will trust, and will not be afraid,
for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might;
he has become my salvation.
A: With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. *And you
will say in that day:
C: Give thanks to the LORD,
call on his name;
make known his deeds among the nations;
proclaim that his name is exalted.
A: Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously;
let this be known in all the earth.
C: Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.




Second Reading 1 Kings 15:25-34

ZNadab son of Jeroboam began to reign over Israel in the second year of
King Asa of Judah; he reigned over Israel two years. ?®He did what was
evil in the sight of the LORD, walking in the way of his ancestor and in
the sin that he caused Israel to commit. 2’Baasha son of Ahijah, of the
house of Issachar, conspired against him; and Baasha struck him down at
Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines; for Nadab and all Israel
were laying siege to Gibbethon. 22So Baasha killed Nadab in the third
year of King Asa of Judah, and succeeded him. 2°As soon as he was king,
he killed all the house of Jeroboam; he left to the house of Jeroboam not
one that breathed, until he had destroyed it, according to the word of

the LORD that he spoke by his servant Ahijah the Shilonite— **because
of the sins of Jeroboam that he committed and that he caused Israel to
commit, and because of the anger to which he provoked the LORD, the
God of Israel. 3*Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, and all that he did, are
they not written in the Book of the Annals of the Kings of Israel? **There
was war between Asa and King Baasha of Israel all their days. *In the
third year of King Asa of Judah, Baasha son of Ahijah began to reign
over all Israel at Tirzah; he reigned twenty-four years. *He did what was
evil in the sight of the LORD, walking in the way of Jeroboam and in the
sin that he caused Israel to commit.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord

C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation (Psalm 24:10)
C: Alleluia. Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the
King of glory. Alleluia.

Gospel Reading John 12:44-50

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 12" chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

*Then Jesus cried aloud: “Whoever believes in me believes not in me
but in him who sent me. “*And whoever sees me sees him who sent

me. “®I have come as light into the world, so that everyone who believes
in me should not remain in the darkness. #’l do not judge anyone who
hears my words and does not keep them, for | came not to judge the
world, but to save the world. “The one who rejects me and does not
receive my word has a judge; on the last day the word that I have spoken
will serve as judge, “*for I have not spoken on my own, but the Father
who sent me has himself given me a commandment about what to say




and what to speak. *°And | know that his commandment is eternal life.
What | speak, therefore, | speak just as the Father has told me.”

After the reading:

P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon

Response to the Word

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation.

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit.

A: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

A: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;

C: pray in the Holy Spirit. (Jude 20)
A: Keep yourselves in the love of God;

C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21)

A: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
C: Everything old has passed away;
behold, everything has become new! (2 Corinthians 5:17)



i PRAYER

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. These four petitions
will be read by people in the congregation:

For your church throughout the world, we pray: Strengthen the faith of
all who believe. Speak to us through your word of power and mercy.
Abide with those Christians who are isolated from others. Give wisdom
and stamina to the missionaries we support: the Rev. Karen Anderson in
Chile and the Rev. Matthew Nickoloff in Rochester. Lord in your
mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

For the well-being of your creation, we pray. Protect waterways, forests,
lands, and wildlife from exploitation and abuse. Tame the storms that
threaten human habitations. Lord in your mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

For those in need we pray. For those who are unemployed, or homeless,
or hungry, or hospitalized; for those whose money has run out; for those
who are fearful of the future. Lord in your mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

For the leaders of nations, we pray. Inspire those who govern to keep
peace with their neighbors and to maintain justice for their citizens. Calm
the world’s violence. Strengthen the world’s democracies, and keep
autocrats in check. Uphold a free press around the globe. Lord in your
mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Special Music



Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

i  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor

things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

God, the creator,

Jesus, the Christ,

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
C: Amen.

Closing Music

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications. Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2020 copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress.
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