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The Transfiguration of Our Lord
February 26, 2017 10:30 Service of the Word

Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany
time and the time of Lent-Easter. On the mountain Jesus is revealed as
God’s beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of
glory sustains us as Jesus faces his impending death in Jerusalem. We
turn this week to Ash Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey from
Lent to Easter. -Sundays and Seasons 2017

Welcome to worship today!

If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Nursery care is available during the service. Please see one of the ushers
if you need more information.
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Prelude and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God,
who stretches out the heavens,

who sends light to the nations,

who gives breath to us all.

C: Amen.

P: Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin.

(A moment of silence for reflection)

P: Loving God,

C: we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own
ways. Forgive us for the times:

we have spoken or acted too quickly;

we have not spoken at all;

we have hurt those closest to us;

we have hurt those we have yet to know;

we have thought more about ourselves than others;

we have thought less of ourselves than we ought.

Turn us around, and give us a fresh start,

so that we can live again as your children.

P: Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we
have messed up, God puts us together. God’s love never runs out. God
never tires of calling us beloved children. Hear God say to you now:
Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen

Gathering Hymn He Is Exalted
(For music turn to Hymn 14 in the Songbook binder)
1. He is exalted, the King is exalted on high,

I will praise Him.

He is exalted, forever exalted

And I will praise His name!

Chorus
He is the Lord, forever His truth shall reign.
Heaven and earth
Rejoice in His holy name.
He is exalted, the King is exalted on high!



2. He is exalted, the King is exalted on high,
I will praise Him.
He is exalted, forever exalted
And | will praise His name! Chorus 2 times
Text and music by Twila Paris. CCLI #17827. Copyright 1985 Straightway Music, administered by EMI Christian Music Publishing

Greeting (2 Corinthians 13:13)

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Gathering Dialog (John 1)

A: In the beginning was the Word,

C: and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
A: In the Word was life,

C: and the life was the light of all people.

A: The Word became flesh and lived among us,

C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of
the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the
bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our
adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and
bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.

T WORD -

First Reading Exodus 24:12-18

“The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait
there; and | will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the
commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” **So Moses
set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of
God. *“To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you
again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to
them.” *®Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered




the mountain. ‘*The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the
cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out
of the cloud. ‘’"Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a
devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of
Israel. *Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses
was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 2 (read responsively)
A: Why this strife among nations?
Why this pointless scheming?
C: Kings stand against God,
nobles plot together
against the Lord’s anointed:
A: “Let us break these fetters,
let us cast off these chains!”

C: High above the earth
God laughs in mockery,

A: speaking in anger,
striking them with terror:

C: “On Zion, my holy mountain,
I anoint my king.”

A: I repeat the Lord’s decree:
“You are my son,
today | give you birth.

C: Ask and the nations are yours,
even the far-off lands.

A: You will strike them with an iron rod,
shatter them like clay pots.”

C: Kings, come to your senses;
rulers, take heed.

A: Serve the Lord with joy,
tremble in awe,
bow at God’s feet,

C: for if you provoke God’s anger,
you will perish in a flash.
How much better
to find shelter in God!



Second Reading 2 Peter 1:16-21

°For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been
eyewitnesses of his majesty. *’For he received honor and glory from God
the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory,
saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”
B\We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with
him on the holy mountain.

“So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do
well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the
day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. “°First of all you
must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s
own interpretation, “*because no prophecy ever came by human will, but
men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (Luke 9:35)
C: Alleluia. This is my Son, my Chosen, listen to him! Alleluia.

Gospel Reading Matthew 17:1-9

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 17™ chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John
and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. ?And he was
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes
became dazzling white. *Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and
Elijah, talking with him. “Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for
us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you,
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” "While he was still speaking,
suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to
him!” ®*When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were
overcome by fear. ‘But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up
and do not be afraid.” ®And when they looked up, they saw no one except
Jesus himself alone. °As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus
ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man
has been raised from the dead.”

After the reading:

P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.




Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day Be Thou My Vision

(For music turn to Hymn 793 in the Red Hymnal)

1.

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;

naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
thou my best thought both by day and by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;

I ever with thee and thou with me Lord.
Thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tow’r,
raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.

. Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise,

thou mine inheritance, now and always:
thou, and thou only, first in my heart,
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.

. Light of my soul, after victory won,

may I reach heaven’s joys, O heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Text and Music: Irish Folk Tune 8™M-10" century; tr. Mary Burne; vers. Eleanor Hull

Apostles’ Creed
A: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. Please conclude
your petition with: Lord in your mercy,

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Peace

A: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

A: Let us share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

7  THANKSGIVING ¢

Offering

Hymn of Thanksgiving As the offering is brought forward the congregation
sings:

Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil

For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal
Lord, let my heart be good sail,

open to the seed of your Word.

Lord, let my heart be good sail,

where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard,

break the stone away.

When my heart is cold,




warm it with the day.

When my heart is lost,

lead me on your way.

Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc.

Thanksgiving Prayer

A: Let us pray. Merciful God,

C: receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our
possessions. Unite us as your body, shining with the light of your
justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
A: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

1  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine

brightly on your path; and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit be with you now and forever.
C: Amen.



Sending Hymn We Are Marching in the Light
(For music turn to 866 in the Red Hymnal)

We are marching in the light of God,
we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching in the light of God,
we are marching in the light of, the light of God.

We are marching, marching,
we are marching, marching

we are marching in the light of,
the light of God.

We are marching, marching,
we are marching, marching,
we are marching in the light of God.

Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing...

We are praying...

We are singing...

Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984. Music: South African traditional; arr. Freedom Is Coming. Tr. and arr.
©1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.

Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.
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Worship assistants TODAY':
Greeters and Ushers  Lynne and Ethan Minkel

Acolyte Jaden White

Nursery Care Laura Stroup

Counters Bruce Boncke and Art Fields
Coffee Hour Rich and Kari Buch

Worship assistants for next Sunday, March 5
Greeters and Ushers Tom and Lisa Kurilovitch

Acolyte Julia Bullwinkle

Altar Care Sally Mansfield
Communion Assistants Rob Stroup and Joe Pow I
Nursery Care Lynne Minkel

Counters John and Linda Thompson
Coffee Hour Linda Thompson

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications. Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2017 copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564
stjohnsvictor.com (585) 924-5192
The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor
Heidi Griffith, Music Director



