
 

 

Sermon on the Mount 
January 8, 2017 10:30 Service of the Word 

 

Today we will read Jesus’ great Sermon on the Mount.  Early in his 

ministry thousands of people gathered to hear his words.  His words 

show what he expects of those who would follow him.  The sermon 

covers personal piety, prayer, moral conduct, and lots more.  We 

discover that these expectations are very high – too high in fact.  So the 

sermon also speaks of our need for God’s grace, and the promise that we 

have it. 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the 

back of the sanctuary. 
 

Nursery care is available during the service.  Please see one of the ushers 

if you need more information. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



GATHERING    


Prelude and Announcements 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, 

who stretches out the heavens, 

who sends light to the nations, 

who gives breath to us all. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin.  
(A moment of silence for reflection) 

P: Loving God, 

C: we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own 

ways.  Forgive us for the times: 

we have spoken or acted too quickly;  

we have not spoken at all; 

we have hurt those closest to us; 

we have hurt those we have yet to know; 

we have thought more about ourselves than others; 

we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. 

Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, 

so that we can live again as your children. 

P: Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.  Even when we 

have messed up, God puts us together.  God’s love never runs out.  God 

never tires of calling us beloved children.  Hear God say to you now: 

Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.   

C: Amen 

 
Gathering Hymn  I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 

(For music see Hymn 611 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “Come unto me and rest; 

    lay down, O weary one, lay down 

    your head upon my breast.” 

    I came to Jesus, as I was, 

    so weary, worn, and sad; 

    I found in him a resting place, 

    and he has made me glad.  
 

 



2. I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “Behold, I freely give 

    the living water, thirsty one; 

    stoop down and drink and live.” 

    I came to Jesus, and I drank 

    of that life-giving stream; 

    my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 

    and now I live in him. 
 

3. I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “I am this dark world’s light; 

    look unto me, your morn shall rise, 

    and all your day be bright.” 

    I looked to Jesus, and I found 

    in him my star, my sun; 

    and in that light of life I’ll walk 

    till trav’ling days are done. 
 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-188.9 Music: English Folk Tune 

 
Greeting  (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Gathering Dialog  (John 1) 

A: In the beginning was the Word, 

C: and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

A: In the Word was life, 

C: and the life was the light of all people. 

A: The Word became flesh and lived among us, 

C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray… 

God our creator, you have come to live among us as Jesus our savior.  

You have taught us yourself how we should think and act and live.  Help 

us as we seek to follow your commands and forgive us when we fail, in 

Jesus’ name we pray. 

C: Amen. 

 

 



WORD   
 

Children’s Sermon 

 
Bible Reading: Matthew 4:18-7:28 

A1: As [Jesus] walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 

Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the 

sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, “Follow me, and I 

will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and 

followed him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James 

son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father 

Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left 

the boat and their father, and followed him.  
 

A2: Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and 

every sickness among the people. 24So his fame spread throughout all 

Syria, and they brought to him all the sick, those who were afflicted with 

various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, and paralytics, and he 

cured them. 25And great crowds followed him from Galilee, the 

Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.  

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 

down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught 

them, saying:  
 

C: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.  
4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 

will be filled.  
7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  
8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 

God.  
10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 

utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice 

and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 

they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  
 



A3: “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 

saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out 

and trampled under foot. 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on 

a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the 

bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 

your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.  
 

A1: “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I 

have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven 

and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass 

from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one 

of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, 

will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them 

and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I 

tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 

Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  
 

C: “You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You 

shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to 

judgment.’  

A2: But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you 

will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will 

be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to 

the hell of fire. 23So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you 

remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24leave 

your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother 

or sister, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with 

your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser 

may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will 

be thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you 

have paid the last penny.  
 

C: “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit 

adultery.’  

A3: But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has 

already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye 

causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose 

one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 
30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it 

is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body 

to go into hell. 31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him 

give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32But I say to you that anyone who 



divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to 

commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits 

adultery.  
 

C: “Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, 

‘You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made 

to the Lord.’ 

A1: But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the 

throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, 

for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for 

you cannot make one hair white or black. 37Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ 

or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one.  
 

C: “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth 

for a tooth.’ 

A2: But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you 

on the right cheek, turn the other also; 40and if anyone wants to sue you 

and take your coat, give your cloak as well; 41and if anyone forces you to 

go one mile, go also the second mile. 42Give to everyone who begs from 

you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you. 
 

C: “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor 

and hate your enemy.’  

A3: But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you, 45so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; 

for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on 

the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46For if you love those who love 

you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the 

same? 47And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are 

you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48Be 

perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  
 

C: “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen 

by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

A1: “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as 

the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may 

be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 
3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right 

hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father 

who sees in secret will reward you.  

 

C: “And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they 

love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so 



that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 

their reward. 

A2: But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and 

pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret 

will reward you. 
 

C: “When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the 

Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard because of their 

many words. 8Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you 

need before you ask him.  

A3: “Pray then in this way: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name. 10Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. 11Give us this day our daily bread. 12And forgive us our debts, as 

we also have forgiven our debtors. 13And do not bring us to the time of 

trial, but rescue us from the evil one. 14For if you forgive others their 

trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; 15but if you do not 

forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.  
 

C: “And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, 

for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are 

fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 

A1: But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that 

your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in 

secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  

 

C: “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 

and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 

A2: but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22“The eye is the 

lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full 

of light; 23but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be full of 

darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 
24“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and 

love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 

serve God and wealth.  
 

C: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will 

eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. 

Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  
A3: Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 

barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more 

value than they? 27And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to 



your span of life? 28And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the 

lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell 

you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 
30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 

tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—

you of little faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ 

or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32For it is the Gentiles 

who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows 

that you need all these things. 33But strive first for the kingdom of God 

and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
34“So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of 

its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.  
 

C: “Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. 2For with the 

judgment you make you will be judged, and the measure you give 

will be the measure you get.  

A1: Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice 

the log in your own eye? 4Or how can you say to your neighbor, ‘Let me 

take the speck out of your eye,’ while the log is in your own eye? 5You 

hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see 

clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye. 6“Do not give what 

is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls before swine, or they will 

trample them under foot and turn and maul you.  
 

C: “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, 

and the door will be opened for you.  

A2: For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, 

and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 9Is there anyone 

among you who, if your child asks for bread, will give a stone? 10Or if 

the child asks for a fish, will give a snake? 11If you then, who are evil, 

know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 

Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him!  
12“In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this 

is the law and the prophets. 
 

A3:  “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road is 

easy that leads to destruction, and there are many who take it. 14For the 

gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and there are few 

who find it. 
 

A1: “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but 

inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16You will know them by their fruits. Are 

grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles? 17In the same way, 



every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18A 

good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 
19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 

fire. 20Thus you will know them by their fruits.  
 

A2: “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 

of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. 
22On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 

your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many deeds of 

power in your name?’ 23Then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; 

go away from me, you evildoers.’ 
 

A3: “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them 

will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. 25The rain fell, the 

floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not 

fall, because it had been founded on rock. 26And everyone who hears 

these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man 

who built his house on sand. 27The rain fell, and the floods came, and the 

winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell—and great was its 

fall!”  
 

C: Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds 

were astounded at his teaching, 29for he taught them as one having 

authority, and not as their scribes.  

 
Sermon 

 
Hymn of the Day  I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry  
(For music turn to Hymn 732 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. “I was there to hear your borning cry,  

    I’ll be there when you are old.  

    I rejoiced the day you were baptized  

    to see your life unfold.  

    I was there when you were but a child,  

    with a faith to suit you well;  

    in a blaze of light you wandered off  

    to find where demons dwell.” 
 

2. “When you heard the wonder of the Word  

    I was there to cheer you on;  

    you were raised to praise the living Lord,  

    to whom you now belong. 



    If you find someone to share your time  

    and you join your hearts as one,  

    I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme  

    from dusk till rising sun.” 
  
3. “In the middle ages of your life,  

    not too old, no longer young, 

    I’ll be there to guide you through the night,  

    complete what I’ve begun.  

    When the evening gently closes in  

    and you shut your weary eyes,  

    I’ll be there as I have always been  

    with just one more surprise.” 
 

4. “I was there to hear your borning cry, 

    I’ll be there when you are old.  

    I rejoiced the day you were baptized,  

    to see your life unfold.” 
 

Text: John Ylvisaker, b. 1937; Music: John Ylvisaker, b. 1937 

 

 

BAPTISM   
 

Baptisms of Michael Joseph Pow and Molly Elizabeth Pow 
Please turn to the Service of Holy Baptism on page 227 in the front of the Red 

Hymnal.   

 

 

THANKSGIVING     
 

Offering 

 
Hymn of Thanksgiving    As the offering is brought forward the congregation 

sings: 

Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil 
For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

open to the seed of your Word. 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

where love can grow and peace is understood. 

When my heart is hard, 

break the stone away. 



When my heart is cold, 

warm it with the day. 

When my heart is lost, 

lead me on your way. 

Lord, let my heart, 

Lord, let my heart, 

Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc. 

 
Thanksgiving Prayer 

A: Let us pray.  Merciful God, 

C: receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our 

possessions.  Unite us as your body, shining with the light of your 

justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

A: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

SENDING    
 

Blessing 

P: The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine 

brightly on your path; and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit be with you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn Shine, Jesus, Shine 
For music turn to Hymn 671 in the Red Hymnal 

Refrain 

Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory; 

blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy; 

send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light! 



 

1. Lord, the light of your love is shining, 

    in the midst of the darkness, shining; 

    Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us, 

    set us free by the truth you now bring us. 

    Shine on me, 

    shine on me:    Refrain 
 

2. As we gaze on your kingly brightness, 

    so our faces display your likeness, 

    ever changing from glory to glory, 

    mirrored here, may our lives tell your story. 

    Shine on me, 

    shine on me:    Refrain 
Text and Music: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950, copyright 1987 Make Way Music, admin. Music Services in the Western Hemisphere 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

 
Worship assistants TODAY: 

Greeters and Ushers Tim and Liz Brown 

Acolyte   Sabastian Plouffe 

Nursery Care  Katy Stimmel 

Counters  Beth Perdan and Bettina Kalish 

Coffee Hour  Connie Stevenson 

 

Worship assistants for next Sunday, January 15 
Greeters and Ushers Gay and John Card 

Acolyte   Kelsey Sackett 

Altar Care  Beth Perdan 

Communion Assistants Don and Sally Mansfield 

Nursery Care  Laura Stroup 

Counters  Babette Huber and Burdie Gillern 

Coffee Hour  Pat Hortop 
 

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2016 copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. 
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