
 

 

 
 

Plagues: Exodus 7-10 
July 22, 2018  10:30 Service of the Word 

 

Today we’ll read several of the plagues that come upon the Egyptians 

because Pharaoh wouldn’t free the Israelites.  We’ll see Pharaoh’s 

response as his power dwindles and he is brought to his knees.  However, 

we’ll also see that he is unwilling to give up.  His pride and desire runs 

too deep.  While he may seem a fool to us, we may discover some parts 

of ourselves being like him. 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the 

back of the sanctuary. 
 

Nursery care is available during the service.  Please see one of the ushers 

if you need more information. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



GATHERING    


Prelude and Announcements 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, full of compassion and mercy, 

abounding in steadfast love.  

C: Amen 
 

P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against 

God and one another.  
(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 
 

P: Eternal God our creator, 

C: in you we live and move and have our being.  Look upon us, your 

children, the work of your hands.  Forgive us all our offenses, and 

cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.  By your grace 

draw us near to you, our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 

the Holy Spirit given to us.  In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died 

for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God forgives you all 

your sins.   

C: Amen. 

 
Gathering Hymn   There Is None Like You 
(For music turn to Hymn 87 in the Songbook binder) 
 

Chorus  

There is none like You 

No one else can touch 

My heart like You do 

I could search 

For all eternity long and find 

There is none like You  
 

Verse  

Your mercy flows like a river wide 

And healing comes from Your hands 

Suffering children are safe in Your arms 

There is none like You 
 

Text and music by Lenny LeBlanc,  CCLI # 674545,  Copyright 1991 Interity’s Hosanna! Music 



 
Greeting  (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Gathering Dialog  (Deuteronomy 26, 11, 8) 

A: You are the treasured people of the Lord, 

C: a people holy to the Lord our God. 

A: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. 

C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, 

when you lie down and when you rise. 

A: One does not live by bread alone, 

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray… 

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with 

firmness and compassion.  By your Spirit nurture us who live in your 

kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord.   

C: Amen. 

 

 

WORD   
 

Children’s Sermon 

 
First Reading  Exodus 7:14-25 
14Then the Lord said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is hardened; he refuses 

to let the people go. 15Go to Pharaoh in the morning, as he is going out to 

the water; stand by at the river bank to meet him, and take in your hand 

the staff that was turned into a snake. 16Say to him, ‘The Lord, the God 

of the Hebrews, sent me to you to say, “Let my people go, so that they 

may worship me in the wilderness.” But until now you have not 

listened.’ 17Thus says the Lord, “By this you shall know that I am 

the Lord.” See, with the staff that is in my hand I will strike the water 

that is in the Nile, and it shall be turned to blood. 18The fish in the river 

shall die, the river itself shall stink, and the Egyptians shall be unable to 

drink water from the Nile.’“ 19The Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, 

‘Take your staff and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt—



over its rivers, its canals, and its ponds, and all its pools of water—so 

that they may become blood; and there shall be blood throughout the 

whole land of Egypt, even in vessels of wood and in vessels of 

stone.’“ 20Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord commanded. In the sight 

of Pharaoh and of his officials he lifted up the staff and struck the water 

in the river, and all the water in the river was turned into blood, 21and the 

fish in the river died. The river stank so that the Egyptians could not 

drink its water, and there was blood throughout the whole land of 

Egypt. 22But the magicians of Egypt did the same by their secret arts; so 

Pharaoh’s heart remained hardened, and he would not listen to them; as 

the Lord had said.23Pharaoh turned and went into his house, and he did 

not take even this to heart. 24And all the Egyptians had to dig along the 

Nile for water to drink, for they could not drink the water of the 

river. 25Seven days passed after the Lord had struck the Nile. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Reflection 

 
Second Reading  Exodus 8:1-15 
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says 

the Lord: Let my people go, so that they may worship me. 2If you refuse 

to let them go, I will plague your whole country with frogs.3The river 

shall swarm with frogs; they shall come up into your palace, into your 

bedchamber and your bed, and into the houses of your officials and of 

your people, and into your ovens and your kneading bowls. 4The frogs 

shall come up on you and on your people and on all your officials.’“5And 

the Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your hand with your 

staff over the rivers, the canals, and the pools, and make frogs come up 

on the land of Egypt.’“ 6So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters 

of Egypt; and the frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt. 7But the 

magicians did the same by their secret arts, and brought frogs up on the 

land of Egypt. 8Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron, and said, “Pray to 

the Lord to take away the frogs from me and my people, and I will let the 

people go to sacrifice to the Lord.” 9Moses said to Pharaoh, “Kindly tell 

me when I am to pray for you and for your officials and for your people, 

that the frogs may be removed from you and your houses and be left only 

in the Nile.” 10And he said, “Tomorrow.” Moses said, “As you say! So 

that you may know that there is no one like the Lord our God, 11the frogs 

shall leave you and your houses and your officials and your people; they 

shall be left only in the Nile.” 12Then Moses and Aaron went out from 

Pharaoh; and Moses cried out to the Lordconcerning the frogs that he had 



brought upon Pharaoh. 13And the Lorddid as Moses requested: the frogs 

died in the houses, the courtyards, and the fields. 14And they gathered 

them together in heaps, and the land stank. 15But when Pharaoh saw that 

there was a respite, he hardened his heart, and would not listen to them, 

just as the Lord had said. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Reflection 

 
Third Reading  Exodus 8:16-19 
16Then the Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff and 

strike the dust of the earth, so that it may become gnats throughout the 

whole land of Egypt.’“ 17And they did so; Aaron stretched out his hand 

with his staff and struck the dust of the earth, and gnats came on humans 

and animals alike; all the dust of the earth turned into gnats throughout 

the whole land of Egypt. 18The magicians tried to produce gnats by their 

secret arts, but they could not. There were gnats on both humans and 

animals. 19And the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of 

God!” But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not listen to 

them, just as the Lord had said. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Reflection 

 
Fourth Reading  Exodus 8:20-32 
20Then the Lord said to Moses, “Rise early in the morning and present 

yourself before Pharaoh, as he goes out to the water, and say to him, 

‘Thus says the Lord: Let my people go, so that they may worship 

me.21For if you will not let my people go, I will send swarms of flies on 

you, your officials, and your people, and into your houses; and the 

houses of the Egyptians shall be filled with swarms of flies; so also the 

land where they live. 22But on that day I will set apart the land of 

Goshen, where my people live, so that no swarms of flies shall be there, 

that you may know that I the Lord am in this land. 23Thus I will make a 

distinction between my people and your people. This sign shall appear 

tomorrow.’“ 24The Lord did so, and great swarms of flies came into the 

house of Pharaoh and into his officials’ houses; in all of Egypt the land 

was ruined because of the flies. 25Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and 

Aaron, and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God within the land.” 26But 



Moses said, “It would not be right to do so; for the sacrifices that we 

offer to the Lord our God are offensive to the Egyptians. If we offer in 

the sight of the Egyptians sacrifices that are offensive to them, will they 

not stone us? 27We must go a three days’ journey into the wilderness and 

sacrifice to the Lord our God as he commands us.” 28So Pharaoh said, “I 

will let you go to sacrifice to the Lord your God in the wilderness, 

provided you do not go very far away. Pray for me.” 29Then Moses said, 

“As soon as I leave you, I will pray to the Lord that the swarms of flies 

may depart tomorrow from Pharaoh, from his officials, and from his 

people; only do not let Pharaoh again deal falsely by not letting the 

people go to sacrifice to the Lord.”30So Moses went out from Pharaoh 

and prayed to the Lord. 31And the Lord did as Moses asked: he removed 

the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his officials, and from his people; 

not one remained. 32But Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also, and 

would not let the people go. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Reflection 

 
Fifth Reading  Exodus 9:1-12 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh, and say to him, ‘Thus says 

the Lord, the God of the Hebrews: Let my people go, so that they may 

worship me. 2For if you refuse to let them go and still hold them, 3the 

hand of the Lord will strike with a deadly pestilence your livestock in the 

field: the horses, the donkeys, the camels, the herds, and the flocks. 4But 

the Lord will make a distinction between the livestock of Israel and the 

livestock of Egypt, so that nothing shall die of all that belongs to the 

Israelites.’“ 5The Lord set a time, saying, “Tomorrow the Lord will do 

this thing in the land.” 6And on the next day the Lord did so; all the 

livestock of the Egyptians died, but of the livestock of the Israelites not 

one died. 7Pharaoh inquired and found that not one of the livestock of the 

Israelites was dead. But the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he would 

not let the people go. 
8Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Take handfuls of soot from 

the kiln, and let Moses throw it in the air in the sight of Pharaoh. 9It shall 

become fine dust all over the land of Egypt, and shall cause festering 

boils on humans and animals throughout the whole land of Egypt.” 10So 

they took soot from the kiln, and stood before Pharaoh, and Moses threw 

it in the air, and it caused festering boils on humans and animals. 11The 

magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils, for the 

boils afflicted the magicians as well as all the Egyptians. 12But the Lord 



hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he would not listen to them, just as 

the Lord had spoken to Moses. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Reflection 

 
Sixth Reading  Exodus 9:13-35 
13Then the Lord said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and present 

yourself before Pharaoh, and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of 

the Hebrews: Let my people go, so that they may worship me. 14For this 

time I will send all my plagues upon you yourself, and upon your 

officials, and upon your people, so that you may know that there is no 

one like me in all the earth. 15For by now I could have stretched out my 

hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, and you would 

have been cut off from the earth. 16But this is why I have let you live: to 

show you my power, and to make my name resound through all the 

earth. 17You are still exalting yourself against my people, and will not let 

them go.18Tomorrow at this time I will cause the heaviest hail to fall that 

has ever fallen in Egypt from the day it was founded until now. 19Send, 

therefore, and have your livestock and everything that you have in the 

open field brought to a secure place; every human or animal that is in the 

open field and is not brought under shelter will die when the hail comes 

down upon them.’“ 20Those officials of Pharaoh who feared the word of 

the Lordhurried their slaves and livestock off to a secure place. 21Those 

who did not regard the word of the Lord left their slaves and livestock in 

the open field. 
22The Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven so that 

hail may fall on the whole land of Egypt, on humans and animals and all 

the plants of the field in the land of Egypt.” 23Then Moses stretched out 

his staff toward heaven, and the Lord sent thunder and hail, and fire 

came down on the earth. And the Lord rained hail on the land of Egypt; 
24there was hail with fire flashing continually in the midst of it, such 

heavy hail as had never fallen in all the land of Egypt since it became a 

nation. 25The hail struck down everything that was in the open field 

throughout all the land of Egypt, both human and animal; the hail also 

struck down all the plants of the field, and shattered every tree in the 

field. 26Only in the land of Goshen, where the Israelites were, there was 

no hail. 27Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron, and said to them, 

“This time I have sinned; the Lord is in the right, and I and my people 

are in the wrong. 28Pray to the Lord! Enough of God’s thunder and hail! I 

will let you go; you need stay no longer.” 29Moses said to him, “As soon 



as I have gone out of the city, I will stretch out my hands to the Lord; the 

thunder will cease, and there will be no more hail, so that you may know 

that the earth is the Lord’s. 30But as for you and your officials, I know 

that you do not yet fear the Lord God.” 31(Now the flax and the barley 

were ruined, for the barley was in the ear and the flax was in bud.32But 

the wheat and the spelt were not ruined, for they are late in coming 

up.) 33So Moses left Pharaoh, went out of the city, and stretched out his 

hands to the Lord; then the thunder and the hail ceased, and the rain no 

longer poured down on the earth. 34But when Pharaoh saw that the rain 

and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he sinned once more and 

hardened his heart, he and his officials. 35So the heart of Pharaoh was 

hardened, and he would not let the Israelites go, just as the Lord had 

spoken through Moses. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Reflection 

 
Hymn of the Day   God of the Sparrow 
(For music turn to Hymn 740 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. God of the sparrow God of the whale   

    God of the swirling stars 

    How does the creature say Awe 

    How does the creature say Praise 
 

2. God of the earthquake God of the storm 

    God of the trumpet blast 

    How does the creature cry Woe 

    How does the creature cry Save 
 

3. God of the rainbow God of the cross 

    God of the empty grave 

    How does the creature say Grace 

    How does the creature say Thanks 
 

4. God of the hungry God of the sick 

    God of the prodigal 

    How does the creature say Care 

    How does the creature say Life 
 

5. God of the neighbor God of the foe 

    God of the pruning hook 



    How does the creature say Love 

    How does the creature say Peace 
 

6. God of the ages God near at hand 

    God of the loving heart 

    How do your children say Joy 

    How do your children say Home  
 

Text:Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919; Music: Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929,  

Text copyright 1983 Concordia Publishing House, Music copyright 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

A: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  Please conclude 

your petition with: Lord in your mercy, 

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer. 
The pastor concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 



 
Peace 

A: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

A: Let us share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING     
 

Offering & Special Music   

 
Hymn of Thanksgiving    As the offering is brought forward the congregation 

sings: 

Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil 
For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal 
 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

open to the seed of your Word. 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

where love can grow and peace is understood. 

When my heart is hard, 

break the stone away. 

When my heart is cold, 

warm it with the day. 

When my heart is lost, 

lead me on your way. 

Lord, let my heart, 

Lord, let my heart, 

Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc. 

 
Offering Prayer 

A: Let us pray: 

C: Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of 

every living thing.  You have set many blessings before us.  Open our 

hands to receive them.  Open our hearts to embrace them.  Open our 

lives to live them.  We pray this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 



 
Lord’s Prayer 

A: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

SENDING    
 

Blessing 

P: May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we 

can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope.  Almighty God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn  We are a Chosen People of God 
For music please turn to Hymn 79 in the Songbook binder 
 

Refrain 

We are a chosen people of God; 

called into light and gathered in love; 

redeemed and held by the holy one. 

We are a chosen people of God.  
 

1. Look around you and see 

    people in your neighborhood; 

    endless variety 

    God has created good. 

    We’re a part of it all, chosen and called.  Refrain 
 

2. Look around you and see 

    the blessing given us; 



    earth, sky, and sea; 

    they’re all placed in our trust. 

    We’re a part of it all, chosen and called. Refrain 
 

3. Look around you and see 

    not all is going right. 

    In this mystery; 

    We’re called to be a light. 

    We’re a part of it all, chosen and called. Refrain 
 

Text and music: David Lee Brown, Larry Olson, Karol Baer; copyright 1990 Dakota Road Music, used by permission 

 
Dismissal 

A: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

 

 

 

Worship assistants TODAY: 

Greeters and Ushers Bill and Katy Stimmel 

Acolyte   Katya Kurilovitch 

Nursery Care  Kristi Bullwinkle 

Counters  Tim Brown and Bill Hagerman 

Coffee Hour  Linda Flood 

 
Worship assistants for next Sunday, July 29, 2018 

Greeters and Ushers Tim and Liz Brown 

Acolyte    

Altar Care  Gary Boisseau 

Communion Assistants Cindy Swigart and Adele Garvey 

Nursery Care  Kalena Boisseau 

Counters  John and Linda Thompson  

Coffee Hour  Mary Stiles and Phyllis Henderson 

   
Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2018 copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. 
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