
 

 

 
 

Solomon’s Wisdom 
July 26, 2020  10:30 Worship 

Solomon is known for being wise.  We will explore the time early in his 

kingship when God came to him in a dream and offered to give him a 

gift.  Solomon chose the gift of wisdom to help him be a better king of 

Israel.  The Bible records Solomon having great accomplishments and 

strengthening the kingdom.  However it also records that Solomon was 

not always wise.  Ultimately some of the things that lead to the undoing 

of the kingdom were also rooted in Solomon’s actions.  May we emulate  

Solomon’s wisdom and avoid his foolishness so that our lives can be full 

and productive.  

 

Welcome to worship today! 
This order of worship is designed to accompany what is happening live 

on Zoom.  In order to make things work smoothly please keep your 

computer’s microphone off unless you have a speaking part.  It may be 

helpful to use a headset or earbuds to minimize feedback.  You are 

welcome to use the chat feature to ask questions or provide feedback.  

Following worship we will have a time for those who would like to chat.   
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 OPENING     
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 
Candle Lighting 
The candles are lit and the following prayer is said: 

A: God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love 

you, and voices to sing your praise.  Fill us with your Spirit, that we may 

celebrate your glory and worship you in spirit and truth, through Jesus 

the Christ our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 

 
Confession and Forgiveness  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love is 

everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence for reflection. 
 

P: Reconciling God, 

C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

and we deny your presence in our lives. 

We place our hope in ourselves 

and rely on our own efforts. 

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others  

as you have welcomed us. 

We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

By your grace, forgive us; 

through your love, renew us; 

and in your Spirit, lead us; 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. 

Amen  
 

P: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have 

peace with God through Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained 

grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  Let us live now in hope.  For 

hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 



Opening Music 

 
Prayer of the Day 

B: Let us pray: 

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your 

Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy.  By your 

Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes 

from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 WORD    
 

First Reading  1 Kings 3:1-15 

D: Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt; he 

took Pharaoh’s daughter and brought her into the city of David, until he 

had finished building his own house and the house of the LORD and the 

wall around Jerusalem. 2The people were sacrificing at the high places, 

however, because no house had yet been built for the name of 

the LORD. 3Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father 

David; only, he sacrificed and offered incense at the high places. 4The 

king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the principal high 

place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 
5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God 

said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have 

shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because 

he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness 

of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast 

love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, 

O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father 

David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or 

come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have 

chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or 

counted. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern 

your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern 

this your great people?” 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked 

this. 11God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not 

asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but 

have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do 

according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; 

no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after 



you. 13I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all 

your life; no other king shall compare with you. 14If you will walk in my 

ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David 

walked, then I will lengthen your life.” 15Then Solomon awoke; it had 

been a dream. He came to Jerusalem where he stood before the ark of the 

covenant of the LORD. He offered up burnt offerings and offerings of 

well-being, and provided a feast for all his servants. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 
Scripture Poetry Proverbs 26:4-12 

E: 4Do not answer fools according to their folly, 

or you will be a fool yourself. 
5Answer fools according to their folly, 

or they will be wise in their own eyes. 
6It is like cutting off one’s foot and drinking down violence, 

to send a message by a fool. 
7The legs of a disabled person hang limp; 

so does a proverb in the mouth of a fool. 
8It is like binding a stone in a sling 

to give honor to a fool. 
9Like a thornbush brandished by the hand of a drunkard 

is a proverb in the mouth of a fool. 
10Like an archer who wounds everybody 

is one who hires a passing fool or drunkard. 
11Like a dog that returns to its vomit 

is a fool who reverts to his folly. 
12Do you see persons wise in their own eyes? 

There is more hope for fools than for them. 

 
Second Reading  1 Corinthians 1:17-31 

F: [Paul writes] 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim 

the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ 

might not be emptied of its power. 18For the message about the cross is 

foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 

the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the 

wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the 

one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the 

wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 

decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 

believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we 



proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 

Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 

the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is 

wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human 

strength. 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you 

were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were 

of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 

wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God 

chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to 

reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the 

presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who 

became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification 

and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 

boast in the Lord.” 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 
Gospel Acclamation (Psalm 24:10) 

C: Alleluia.  Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the 

King of glory.  Alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading  Luke 11:29-32 
The gospel is announced:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 11th chapter. 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 
29When the crowds were increasing, [Jesus] began to say, “This 

generation is an evil generation; it asks for a sign, but no sign will be 

given to it except the sign of Jonah. 30For just as Jonah became a sign to 

the people of Nineveh, so the Son of Man will be to this 

generation. 31The queen of the South will rise at the judgment with the 

people of this generation and condemn them, because she came from the 

ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and see, something 

greater than Solomon is here! 32The people of Nineveh will rise up at the 

judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at 

the proclamation of Jonah, and see, something greater than Jonah is here! 
After the reading:  

P: The Gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

 



Response to the Word 

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. 

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised 

Holy Spirit. 
 

G: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

G: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

C: pray in the Holy Spirit.        (Jude 20) 
 

G: Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21) 
 

G: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

C: Everything old has passed away; 

behold, everything has become new!  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 

 

 PRAYER     
 

Prayers of Intercession 

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 



The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  These three 

petitions will be read by people in the congregation: 
 

B: For the earth, O creative God, we pray. Give to plants and animals the 

water and land they require. Form us into grateful and healing caretakers 

of your earth. Bless the efforts of scientists and researchers, especially 

those seeking a vaccine. Lead all people to honor the scientific 

discoveries that you grant to humankind.  Lord in your mercy… 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

E: For the church, O God of mercy, we pray. Open your word to 

Christians around the world. Reveal yourself to us in ways both 

traditional and surprising, in places old and new. Be with the 

missionaries we support: the Rev. Karen Anderson in Chile and the Rev. 

Matthew Nickoloff in Rochester.  Lord in your mercy… 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

G:   For the nations, O God of justice, we pray. Direct leaders of nations 

to build trust with each other and to resist the ways of violence. Stifle the 

lust for conquest. Bring peace to the Middle East. Visit the people of 

Hong Kong. Move us away from racist attitudes and policies. Form our 

president, governor, and legislators to speak with honesty, to strive for 

justice, and to work to alleviate the nation’s needs.  Lord in your 

mercy…  

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

The pastor concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 
Peace 

B: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

B: We share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with messages of Christ’s peace. 

 
Special Music 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 



    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen 

 

 

 ENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

God, the creator,  

Jesus, the Christ,  

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,  

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

C: Amen. 

 
Closing Music 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 
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