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David’s Ambitions 
July 5, 2020  10:30 Worship 

After years of conflict and struggle David finally becomes king of all the 

tribes of Israel.  He unites them into a nation.  It is not a time of peace, 

however.  David is constantly at war with neighboring nations and he 

struggles to keep the tribes united.  David also has some ambitions for 

the nation.  Among them are taking a census and building a temple to 

God in Jerusalem.  Some of them go well.  Some do not.  Today we’ll 

specifically look at David’s desire to build a temple.  We’ll hear God’s 

response and discover that we have some of the same motives in our 

lives that King David had. 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
This order of worship is designed to accompany what is happening live 

on Zoom.  In order to make things work smoothly please keep your 

computer’s microphone off unless you have a speaking part.  It may be 

helpful to use a headset or earbuds to minimize feedback.  You are 

welcome to use the chat feature to ask questions or provide feedback.  

Following worship we will have a time for those who would like to chat.   

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



 OPENING     
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 
Candle Lighting 
The candles are lit and the following prayer is said: 

A: God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love 

you, and voices to sing your praise.  Fill us with your Spirit, that we may 

celebrate your glory and worship you in spirit and truth, through Jesus 

the Christ our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 

 
Confession and Forgiveness  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love is 

everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence for reflection. 
 

P: Reconciling God, 

C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

and we deny your presence in our lives. 

We place our hope in ourselves 

and rely on our own efforts. 

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others  

as you have welcomed us. 

We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

By your grace, forgive us; 

through your love, renew us; 

and in your Spirit, lead us; 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. 

Amen  
 

P: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have 

peace with God through Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained 

grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  Let us live now in hope.  For 

hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 



Opening Music 

 
Prayer of the Day 

B: Let us pray: 

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised.  You have made us for 

yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.  Grant that we 

may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through 

your Son, Jesus the Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 WORD    
 
First Reading  2 Samuel 7:1-17 

D: Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given 

him rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet 

Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God 

stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in 

mind; for the LORD is with you.” 
4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell 

my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a 

house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up 

the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about 

in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the 

people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of 

Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why 

have you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall 

say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from 

the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people 

Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all 

your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like 

the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for 

my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own 

place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no 

more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my 

people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover 

the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 12When 

your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise 

up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I 

will establish his kingdom. 13He shall build a house for my name, and I 

will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14I will be a father to 



him, and he shall be a son to me. When he commits iniquity, I will 

punish him with a rod such as mortals use, with blows inflicted by 

human beings. 15But I will not take my steadfast love from him, as I took 

it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16Your house and your 

kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be 

established forever. 17In accordance with all these words and with all this 

vision, Nathan spoke to David. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 
Scripture Poetry Psalm 134 

E: Bless the Lord, 

all who serve in God’s house, 

who stand watch 

throughout the night. 
 

Lift up your hands 

in the holy place 

and bless the Lord. 
 

And may God, 

the maker of earth and sky, 

bless you from Zion.  

 
Second Reading  1 Corinthians 3:16-239 

F: 16Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 

dwells in you? 17If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that 

person. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. 
18Do not deceive yourselves. If you think that you are wise in this age, 

you should become fools so that you may become wise. 19For the 

wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, “He 

catches the wise in their craftiness,” 20and again, “The Lord knows the 

thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” 
21So let no one boast about human leaders. For all things are 

yours, 22whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death 

or the present or the future—all belong to you, 23and you belong to 

Christ, and Christ belongs to God. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

 



 
Gospel Acclamation (Psalm 24:10) 

C: Alleluia.  Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the 

King of glory.  Alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading  John 14:1-7 
The gospel is announced:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 14th chapter. 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples] “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe 

in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many 

dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 

prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you 

may be also. 
4And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to 

him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 

way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will 

know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 

him.” 
After the reading:  

P: The Gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

 
Response to the Word 

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. 

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised 

Holy Spirit. 
 

G: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 



    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

G: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

C: pray in the Holy Spirit.        (Jude 20) 
 

G: Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21) 
 

G: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

C: Everything old has passed away; 

behold, everything has become new!  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 

 

 PRAYER     
 

Prayers of Intercession 

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  These three 

petitions will be read by people in the congregation: 
 

B: We pray for the well-being of creation.  Protect the air, water, and 

land from abuse and pollution.  Free us from apathy in our care of 

creation and direct us toward sustainable living.  Lord in your mercy… 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

E: Be with our missionaries: the Rev. Karen Anderson as she works to 

improve education in Chile, and the Rev. Matthew Nickoloff as his work 

at the South Wedge Mission in Rochester.  Lord in your mercy… 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

G: As our nation celebrates its beginning we ask that you continue to 

give us blessings.  Watch over us.  Keep us safe.  Guide all people, from 



high to low, to live and act according to your will.  Lord in your mercy…  

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

You are invited to add you own petition. Please conclude with:  

Lord in your mercy, 

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer. 
 

The pastor concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 
Peace 

B: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

B: We share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with messages of Christ’s peace. 

 
Special Music 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 ENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

God, the creator,  

Jesus, the Christ,  

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,  

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

C: Amen. 

 
Closing Music 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

 
Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2020 copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564 

stjohnsvictor.com  (585) 924-5192 

The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor 

Nathan Cheung, Pianist 


