
 

 

 
 

6th Sign – Healing the Blind Man 
June 10, 2018  10:30 Holy Communion 

 

In the sixth of the seven signs in John’s gospel Jesus heals a blind man.  

It’s a wonderful miracle, but when the religious leaders discover Jesus 

did it on the Sabbath day they’re not amused.  They wonder how a holy 

man could so fail to observe the Sabbath.  The unfolding story becomes 

almost comic as human rules of propriety crash headlong into God’s 

grace.   

 

Welcome to worship today! 
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the 

back of the sanctuary. 
 

Nursery care is available during the service.  Please see one of the ushers 

if you need more information. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



GATHERING    


Prelude and Announcements 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, full of compassion and mercy, 

abounding in steadfast love.  

C: Amen 
 

P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against 

God and one another.  
(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 
 

 

P: Eternal God our creator, 

C: in you we live and move and have our being.  Look upon us, your 

children, the work of your hands.  Forgive us all our offenses, and 

cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.  By your grace 

draw us near to you, our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 

the Holy Spirit given to us.  In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died 

for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God forgives you all 

your sins.   

C: Amen. 

 
Gathering Hymn    Come Let Us Worship and Bow Down 
(For music turn to Hymn 7 in the Songbook binder) 
 

Verse 

Come let us worship and bow down 

Let us kneel before the Lord 

Our God our maker 

Come let us worship and bow down 

Let us kneel before the Lord 

Our God our Maker 

For He is our God 

And we are the people of His pasture 

And the sheep of His hand 

Just the sheep of His hand  Repeat 
 

Text and music: Dave Doherty; Copyright 1980 Maranatha Praise, Inc.; CCLI #27329 

 



Greeting  (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Gathering Dialog  (Deuteronomy 26, 11, 8) 

A: You are the treasured people of the Lord, 

C: a people holy to the Lord our God. 

A: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. 

C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, 

when you lie down and when you rise. 

A: One does not live by bread alone, 

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray… 

All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat 

into victory.  Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph 

over all evil in the strength of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.   

C: Amen. 

 

 

WORD   
 

First Reading  2 Corinthians 4:6-5:11 

[Paul writes] For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of 

darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 

of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7But we have this treasure 

in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power 

belongs to God and does not come from us. 
8We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven 

to despair; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 

destroyed; 10always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the 

life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. 11For while we live, 

we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of 

Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh.  
12So death is at work in us, but life in you. 13But just as we have the same 

spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I believed, and so I 

spoke” —we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the 

one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will 



bring us with you into his presence. 15Yes, everything is for your sake, so 

that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase 

thanksgiving, to the glory of God.  
16So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, 

our inner nature is being renewed day by day. 17For this slight 

momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory 

beyond all measure, 18because we look not at what can be seen but at 

what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot 

be seen is eternal. 

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a 

building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 

heavens. 2For in this tent we groan, longing to be clothed with our 

heavenly dwelling— 3if indeed, when we have taken it off we will not be 

found naked. 4For while we are still in this tent, we groan under our 

burden, because we wish not to be unclothed but to be further clothed, so 

that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5He who has prepared 

us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a 

guarantee.6So we are always confident; even though we know that while 

we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord— 7for we walk 

by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather 

be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at 

home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must 

appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive 

recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or 

evil. 11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; 

but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well 

known to your consciences. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Scripture Poetry     Psalm 50:16-23 (read responsively) 

A: God tells the evildoer: 

    “How dare you quote my law to me 

    and invoke the covenant? 

C: You hate my guidance, 

    you turn your back when I speak.  

A: Meet a thief 

    and you are instant friends. 

    You are at home with adultery. 

C: Your mouth serves evil, 

    and your tongue savors deceit. 

A: You malign your family 



    and slander your own kin. 

    This is how you act. 

C: If I kept silent 

    you would think I am like you. 

    So I will indict you 

    and bring my case against you. 

A: Think hard about these things, 

    you who ignore God, 

    for if I rip you apart 

    you have no one to save you. 

C: Who thanks me, honors me. 

    Who keeps my way, I save.”  

 
Gospel Acclamation ( 2 Corinthians 4:7) 

C: Alleluia.  We have this treasure in clay jars so that it may be 

made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does 

not come from us.  Alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading  John 9 
The gospel is announced:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 9th chapter. 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 

As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples 

asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 

blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he 

was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must 

work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming 

when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 

the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud 

with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, 

“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 

washed and came back able to see. 
8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to 

ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, 

“It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept 

saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how were 

your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, 

spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I 

went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is 

he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been 

blind.14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened 



his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received 

his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and 

now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for 

he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who 

is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said 

again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 

opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 18The Jews did not believe that he 

had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of 

the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, 

who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents 

answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind;21but 

we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened 

his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents 

said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already 

agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put 

out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask 

him.” 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, 

and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a 

sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing 

I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, 

“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered 

them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you 

want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then 

they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of 

Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, 

we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an 

astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 

opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he 

does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since 

the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a 

person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do 

nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are 

you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he 

said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is 

he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You 

have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I 

believe.” And he worshiped him. 
39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do 

not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the 

Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, 



are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have 

sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains. 
After the reading:  

P: The gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Children’s Sermon 

 
Sermon 

 
Hymn of the Day   I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
For music turn to Hymn 815 in the Red Hymnal 
 

1. I want to walk as a child of the light. 

    I want to follow Jesus. 

    God set the stars to give light to the world. 

    The star of my life is Jesus.   
 

Refrain In him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.  
 

2. I want to see… the brightness of God. 

    I want to look at Jesus. 

    Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, 

    and show me the way to the Father.  Refrain 
 

3. I’m looking for… the coming of Christ. 

    I want to be with Jesus. 

    When we have run… with patience the race, 

    we shall know the joy of Jesus.  Refrain 
 

Text and music: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934, copyright 1970,1975 Celebration 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

A: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
The worship leader will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  Please conclude 

your petition with: Lord in your mercy, 

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer. 
The leader concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 
Peace 

A: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

A: Let us share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THANKSGIVING     
 

Offering & Special Music   

 
Hymn of Thanksgiving    As the offering is brought forward the congregation 

sings: 

Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil 
For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal 
 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

open to the seed of your Word. 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

where love can grow and peace is understood. 

When my heart is hard, 

break the stone away. 

When my heart is cold, 

warm it with the day. 

When my heart is lost, 

lead me on your way. 

Lord, let my heart, 

Lord, let my heart, 

Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc. 

 
Offering Prayer 

A: Let us pray: 

C: Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of 

every living thing.  You have set many blessings before us.  Open our 

hands to receive them.  Open our hearts to embrace them.  Open our 

lives to live them.  We pray this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

A: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 



    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

SENDING    
 

Blessing 

P: May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we 

can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope.  Almighty God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn    Savior’s Song   
(For music turn to Hymn 44 in the Songbook) 
 

Refrain 

Sing to the one who has loved us forever. 

Dance to the rhythm of freedom and love. 

Rest and be sure in the arms of forgiveness. 

Join in the Savior’s song. 
 

1. I’m hoping for a brand new day 

    where we stop all the fussing and fighting 

    long enough to look in each other’s eyes 

    and see the precious gift of ev’ry life. Refrain 
 

2. There’s no-thing that can take away 

    all the love of the one who has saved us. 

    We may walk—we may run—or fall, 

    but God is right there with us through it all. Refrain 
 

Text and music: Larry Olson and Karol Baer; copyright 1995 Dakota Road Music; CCLI #866967 

 
Dismissal 

A: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Worship assistants TODAY: 

Greeters and Ushers Tom and Carol Urbanic 

Acolyte   Viala Wagner 

Nursery Care  Kristi Bullwinkle 

Counters  Bruce Boncke and Art Fields 

Coffee Hour  Adele Garvey 

 

Worship assistants for next Sunday, June 17, 2018 

Greeters and Ushers Linda and John Thompson 

Acolyte   Tierney White 

Altar Care  Sally Mansfield 

Communion Assistants Helen Crown and Sally Mansfield 

Nursery Care  Judy VanDeVelde 

Counters  Linda Flood and Burdie Gillern 

Coffee Hour  Women of the Church 

   

 
Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2018 copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564 

stjohnsvictor.com  (585) 924-5192 

The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor 

Heidi Griffith, Music Director 


