
 

 

The 1st Sunday After Pentecost 
June 11, 2017 10:30 Service of the Word 

 

The story of Noah’s Ark has inspired imaginations for centuries.  It has 

also been a source of conflict between biblical literalists and scientific 

thinkers.  Today we’ll see this story again.  We’ll explore an old way of 

reading the text, but it may be very new to us.  You may discover 

something that’s been hiding in plain sight for ages!   

 

Welcome to worship today! 
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the 

back of the sanctuary. 
 

Nursery care is available during the service.  Please see one of the ushers 

if you need more information. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



GATHERING    


Prelude and Announcements 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, full of compassion and mercy, 

abounding in steadfast love. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Trusting in God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin 

against God and one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 

P: Eternal God our creator, 

C: in you we live and move and have our being.  Look upon us, your 

children, the work of your hands.  Forgive us all our offenses, and 

cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.  By your grace 

draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 

the Holy Spirit given to us.  In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died 

for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God forgives us all 

our sins.  

C: Amen. 

 
Gathering Hymn  Holy, Holy, Holy 

(For music turn to Hymn 413 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 

    Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

    Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

    God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

2. Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore thee, 

    casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

    cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 

    which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 
 

3. Holy, holy, holy!  Though the darkness hide thee, 

    though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 

    only thou are holy; there is none beside thee, 

    perfect in pow’r, in love and purity. 



 

4. Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty! 

    All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 

    Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

    God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, atl. Music: John B. Dykes, 1823-1876 

 
Greeting  (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Gathering Dialog  (Deuteronomy 26, 11, 8) 

A: You are the treasured people of the Lord, 

C: a people holy to the Lord our God. 

A: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. 

C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, 

when you lie down and when you rise. 

A: One does not live by bread alone, 

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray… 

O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being.  By the 

power of your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to 

the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

WORD   
 

First Reading  1Peter 3:17-22 
13Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But 

even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear 

what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15but in your hearts sanctify 

Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who 

demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; 
16yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so 

that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct 

in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, 

if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 



18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the 

flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a 

proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, 

when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of 

the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 
21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal 

of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and 

is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made 

subject to him. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Scripture Poetry  Isaiah 54:9-10 (read responsively) 

A: This is like the days of Noah to me:  

Just as I swore that the waters of Noah  

    would never again go over the earth,  

C: so I have sworn that I will not be angry with you  

    and will not rebuke you. 

A: For the mountains may depart  

    and the hills be removed,  

but my steadfast love shall not depart from you,  

C: and my covenant of peace shall not be removed,  

    says the LORD,  

    who has compassion on you. 

 
Text Introduction 

 
Second Reading   Genesis 6:16-9:17  (See insert)  

 
Children’s Sermon 

 
Sermon 

 
Hymn of the Day  Great Is Thy Faithfulness  
(for music please turn to Hymn 733 in the Red Hymnal)  

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

    there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

    thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 

    as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 



 

Refrain 

Great is thy faithfulness! 

Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 

great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

    sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

    join with all nature in manifold witness 

    to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  Refrain 
 

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

    thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

    strength for today and bring hope for tomorrow, 

    blessing all mine, with ten thousand beside!  Refrain 
 

Text: Thomas Chisholm; Music: William Runyan; Copyright 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Co. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

A: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
 

 



Prayers of Intercession 

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  Please conclude 

your petition with: Lord in your mercy, 

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer. 
The pastor concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 
Peace 

A: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

A: Let us share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING     
 

Offering & Special Music   

 
Hymn of Thanksgiving    As the offering is brought forward the congregation 

sings: 

Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil 
For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal 
 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

open to the seed of your Word. 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

where love can grow and peace is understood. 

When my heart is hard, 

break the stone away. 

When my heart is cold, 

warm it with the day. 

When my heart is lost, 

lead me on your way. 

Lord, let my heart, 

Lord, let my heart, 

Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc. 



 
Offering Prayer 

A: Let us pray: 

C: Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of 

every living thing.  You have set many blessings before us.  Open our 

hands to receive them.  Open our hearts to embrace them.  Open our 

lives to live them.  We pray this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

A: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

SENDING    
 

Blessing 

P: May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we 

can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope.  Almighty God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn  Waterlife 

(for music turn to Hymn 457 in the Red Hymnal) 

1.  Before I can remember, the covenant was sealed  

    with Father, Son and Spirit, in water was revealed.  

    The cleansing was for certain, with water and the Word;  

    gentle words were spoken, in heaven they were heard.  
 

 

 



Chorus   They were singing water life, beginning life,  

               water life, all my life, water life, Spirit life, water life. 
 

2.  A simple sweet beginning, a loving place to start:  

    Christ began the singing that swells within my heart.  

    His love became my calling, His life my ministry.  

    His name is my adoption into His family.      Chorus 
 

3. My hope and expectation for true community  

    begins with resurrection, His death and life in me.  

    His Spirit fills the body; His church through water sees  

    promise for tomorrow, His water life in me. Chorus 
 

Text and music: Handt Hanson, Copyright 1991 Changing Church Forum, Inc., CCLI #806124 

 
Dismissal 

A: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

 

 

Worship assistants TODAY: 

Greeters and Ushers Paul and Babette Huber 

Acolyte   Sam Figler 

Nursery Care  Lynne Minkel 

Counters  Tom Kurilovitch and Helen Crown 

Coffee Hour   

 

Worship assistants for next Sunday, June 18 

Greeters and Ushers Lynne and Ethan Minkel 

Acolyte   Ally Buch 

Altar Care  Linda Thompson  

Communion Assistants Linda Flood and Sue Kaufmann 

Nursery Care  Laura Stroup 

Counters  Linda Flood and Sue Kaufmann 

Coffee Hour  Women of the Church 

 
Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2017 copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564 

stjohnsvictor.com  (585) 924-5192 

The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor 

Heidi Griffith, Music Director 


