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7" Sign - Raising of Lazarus
June 17, 2018 10:30 Holy Communion

Today we conclude our worship series on the seven “signs” Jesus
performs in John’s gospel. It is the incredible miracle of the raising of
Lazarus. Though Lazarus has been dead for over three days, and the
witnesses say his tomb was beginning to stink, Jesus restores him to life.
One would think this amazing miracle would bring Jesus great fame and
notoriety. However, as our gospel reading comes to its end we discover
that this act will cost Jesus his own life.

Welcome to worship today!

If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Nursery care is available during the service. Please see one of the ushers
if you need more information.



T  GATHERING -r

Prelude and Announcements

Gathering Hymn  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
(For music see Hymn 588 in the Red Hymnal)

1. There’s a wideness in God’s mercy,
like the wideness of the sea;
there’s a kindness in God’s justice
which is more than liberty.
There is no place where earth’s sorrows
are more felt than up in heav’n.
There is no place where earth’s failings
have such kindly judgment giv’n.

2. There’s a welcome for the sinner,
and a promised grace made good;
there is mercy with the Savior;
there is healing in his blood.

There is grace enough for thousands
of new worlds as great as this;

there is room for fresh creations

in that upper home of bliss.

3. For the love of God is broader
that the measures of our mind;
and the heart of the Eternal
is more wonderfully kind.

But we make this love too narrow
by false limits of our own;

and we magnify its strictness
with a zeal God will not own.

4. ‘Tis not all we owe to Jesus;
it is something more than all:
greater good because of evil,
larger mercy through the fall.
Make our love, O God, more faithful;
let us take you at your word,
and our lives will be thanksgiving
for the goodness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt. Music: North American, 19™ century



Apostles’ Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, full of compassion and mercy,
abounding in steadfast love.

C: Amen

P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against
God and one another.
(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)

P: Eternal God our creator,

C: in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your
children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and
cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. By your grace
draw us near to you, our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died
for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God forgives you all
your sins.

C: Amen.

Hymn of Praise Now the Feast and Celebration
(For music turn to Hymn 789 in the Blue Hymnal)

Refrain

Now the feast and celebration,

all of creation sings for joy

to the God of life and love and freedom
praise and glory forevermore!

1. Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain,
whose blood has freed and united us
to be one great people of God. Refrain

2. Power and riches, wisdom and might,
all honor and glory to Christ forever. Refrain



3. For God has come to dwell with us,
to make us people of God;
to make all things new. Refrain

Text and music: Marty Haugen; Copyright 1990 GIA Publications Inc.

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

O God, throughout the ages you judge your people with mercy, and you
inspire us to speak your truth. By your Spirit, anoint us for lives of faith
and service, and bring all people into your forgiveness, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

T WORD -

First Reading Ezekiel 34:11-16

“For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will
seek them out. *?As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among
their scattered sheep, so | will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from
all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and
thick darkness. **I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them
from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the
inhabited parts of the land. **1 will feed them with good pasture, and the
mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down
in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the
mountains of Israel. *°I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and |
will make them lie down, says the Lord God. *°I will seek the lost, and 1
will bring back the strayed, and | will bind up the injured, and I will
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong | will destroy. | will feed
them with justice.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 77:12-21 (read responsively)
A: I recall your awesome deeds,

your wonders of old.
C: I reflect on all you have done,

on all your works.




A: You alone are holy.
what god compares to you?

C: You are the God of power,
strong among the nations.

A: You reached out to save your people,
the children of Jacob and Joseph.

C: Seeing you, the waters churned,
shuddering, writhing,
convulsed to the depths.

A: Clouds poured down rain,
thunder shook the heavens,
lightning darted like arrows.

C: And the thunder rolled,
flashes lit up the world,
the earth trembled and quaked.

A: You set a path through the sea,
a way through raging waters,
with no trace of your footprints.

C: You led your flock
under Moses and Aaron.

Gospel Acclamation (Ezekiel 34:11)
C: Alleluia. For thus says the Lord God: | myself will search for my
sheep, and will seek them out. Alleluia.

Gospel Reading John 11:1-54

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 11" chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and
her sister Martha. “Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with
perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. °So
the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” “But
when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it
is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through

it.” °Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and

Lazarus, ®after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days
longer in the place where he was. "Then after this he said to the disciples,
“Let us go to Judea again.” *The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews
were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?”°Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk




during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this

world. *°But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in
them.” **After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” **The disciples said to him,
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” **Jesus, however, had
been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring
merely to sleep. ““Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. “*For
your sake | am glad | was not there, so that you may believe. But let us
go to him.” **Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

"\When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb four days. ‘*Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles
away, “?and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console
them about their brother. °When Martha heard that Jesus was coming,
she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. **Martha said to
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.?’But
even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of
him.”**Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” *Martha said to
him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last

day.” *Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who
believe in me, even though they die, will live, °and everyone who lives
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” ?’She said to
him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the
one coming into the world.” “When she had said this, she went back and
called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is
calling for you.”?’And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to
him. *°Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the
place where Martha had met him. **The Jews who were with her in the
house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to
weep there.*?When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt
at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died.”

*When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. **He said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and
see.”*Jesus began to weep. **So the Jews said, “See how he loved
him!”*’But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the
blind man have kept this man from dying?” **Then Jesus, again greatly
disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against
it. *“Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead
man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been



dead four days.” ““Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you
believed, you would see the glory of God?” “'So they took away the
stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having
heard me. “’I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the
sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent
me.” “*When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” “The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of
cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him,
and let him go.”

“*Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen
what Jesus did, believed in him. “But some of them went to the
Pharisees and told them what he had done. “’So the chief priests and the
Pharisees called a meeting of the council, and said, “What are we to do?
This man is performing many signs. “If we let him go on like this,
everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and destroy
both our holy place and our nation.” “*But one of them, Caiaphas, who
was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all! **You
do not understand that it is better for you to have one man die for the
people than to have the whole nation destroyed.” **He did not say this on
his own, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus was
about to die for the nation, *’and not for the nation only, but to gather
into one the dispersed children of God. **So from that day on they
planned to put him to death. **Jesus therefore no longer walked about
openly among the Jews, but went from there to a town called Ephraim in
the region near the wilderness; and he remained there with the disciples.
After the reading:

P: The gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day Now the Green Blade Rises
(For music see Hymn 379 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain;
love lives again, that with the dead has been;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

2. In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain,



thinking that he would never wake again,
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

3. Forth he came at Easter like the risen grain,
he that for three days in the grave had lain;
raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

4. When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
your touch can call us back to life again,
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958, Text copyright Oxford University Press. Music: French carol

1 RITE OF CONFIRMATION ¢

Sarah Brownlee has accomplished the requirements of the confirmation
program and becomes an adult member by making public affirmation of her
baptism. Please turn to the Affirmation of Baptism service on page 234 in the
front of the Red Hymnal.

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: We share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

T MEAL Ar

Offering & Special Music

Hymn of Thanksgiving Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord
For music turn to page 35 in the Blue Hymnal

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,

that we may be fed with the bread of life.

Gather the hopes and dreams of all;

unite them with the prayers we offer now.




Grace our table with your presence, Lord,
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray: Merciful God,

C: you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living
thing. You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive
it. Open our hearts to embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray
this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow;
and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken)

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.
This is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”



Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Communion Distribution

Welcome to the Lord’s Supper! All who are baptized are invited to receive
communion. You will receive bread from the communion assistant. (If you need
gluten free wafers please ask the assistant distributing bread.) You may receive
wine from either the common cup or in an individual glass. If you would like to
receive in a glass please pick one up from the tray as you approach the altar
rail. White grape juice is available in the individual glasses for those who do
not wish to take wine. As we commune together everyone is invited to sing the
following hymns:

Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal)

334 Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (Red Hymnal)

733 Great Is Thy Faithfulness (Red Hymnal)

Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say:

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

A: Let us pray...

Jesus our Lord, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread
and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. Filled
again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of
justice, may we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord
forevermore.

C: Amen.




i  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we

can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn  There is a Balm in Gilead
(For music turn to Hymn 614 in the Red Hymnal)

Refrain:
There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole;
there is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul.

1. Sometimes I feel discouraged and think my work’s in vain,
but then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again. Refrain

2. If you cannot preach like Peter, if you cannot pray like Paul,
you can tell the love of Jesus and say, “He died for all.”
Refrain

3. Don’t ever feel discouraged, for Jesus is your friend,
and if you lack for knowledge, he’ll ne’er refuse to lend.
Refrain

Text and Music: African American Spiritual

Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.



Worship assistants TODAY':
Greeters and Ushers  Linda and John Thompson

Acolyte Tierney White

Altar Care Linda Flood

Communion Assistants Helen Crown and Linda Flood
Nursery Care Judy VanDeVelde

Counters Linda Flood and Burdie Gillern
Coffee Hour Women of the Church

Worship assistants for next Sunday, June 24, 2018
Greeters and Ushers Bruce and Connie Stevenson

Acolyte Morgan Sackett
Nursery Care Katy Stimmel
Counters Bruce and Connie Stevenson

Coffee Hour

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications. Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2018 copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress.
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