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Exodus 1-2

June 24, 2018 10:30 Service of the Word

Today we begin a summer series exploring the book of Exodus. It picks
up right where Genesis leaves off. We read Genesis last summer, and
you may remember it concludes with Jacob’s family taking up residence
in Egypt. Jacob’s son Joseph had become a high official in the
government and was able to give his whole family stability and
prosperity. But as Exodus begins things start to change. The Israelites
go from stability and prosperity to enslavement. Today’s chapters tell of
their suffering and set the stage for God’s acts to rescue them.

Welcome to worship today!

If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Nursery care is available during the service. Please see one of the ushers
if you need more information.
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Prelude and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

A: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, full of compassion and mercy,
abounding in steadfast love.

C: Amen

A: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against
God and one another.
(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)

A: Eternal God our creator,

C: in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your
children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and
cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. By your grace
draw us near to you, our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died
for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God forgives you all
your sins.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn  Cry of My Heart
(For music turn to Hymn 10 in the Songbook binder)
Refrain (2x)
It is the cry of my heart to follow You.
It is the cry of my heart to be close to You.
Itis the cry of my heart to follow all of the days of my life.

1. Teach me Your holy ways O Lord,
so | can walk in Your truth.
Teach me Your holy ways O Lord
and make me wholly devoted to you.

Refrain
Itis the cry of my heart to follow You.
It is the cry of my heart to be close to You.
It is the cry of my heart to follow all of the days of my life.



2. Open my eyes so | can see
the wonderful things that You do.
Open my heart up more and more,
and make it wholly devoted to You.

Refrain (2x)
It is the cry of my heart to follow You.
It is the cry of my heart to be close to You.
Itis the cry of my heart to follow all of the days of my life.

Text and music: Terry Butler; Copyright 1991 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing; CCLI# 844980

Greeting (2 Corinthians 13:13)

A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Gathering Dialog (Deuteronomy 26, 11, 8)

A: You are the treasured people of the Lord,

C: a people holy to the Lord our God.

A: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children.
C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you rise.

A: One does not live by bread alone,

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to
count the cost, to fight and not heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek
for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that
we do you will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

T WORD -

First Reading Exodus 1
Al: These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with

Jacob, each with his household: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and
Judah,’Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, “Dan and Naphtali, Gad and
Asher.°The total number of people born to Jacob was seventy. Joseph



was already in Egypt. “Then Joseph died, and all his brothers, and that
whole generation. 'But the Israelites were fruitful and prolific; they
multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with
them.

A2: Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. “He
said to his people, “Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and
more powerful than we. ‘°Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they
will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against
us and escape from the land.” ' Therefore they set taskmasters over them
to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and
Rameses, for Pharaoh. ““But the more they were oppressed, the more
they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the
Israelites. **The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the
Israelites, ““and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and
brick and in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks
that they imposed on them.

A3: The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was
named Shiphrah and the other Puah, **“When you act as midwives to the
Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him;
but if it is a girl, she shall live.” *'But the midwives feared God; they did
not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys

live. **So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them,
“Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?” **The midwives
said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian
women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to
them.”?°So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied
and became very strong. *And because the midwives feared God, he
gave them families. “’Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every
boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you
shall let every girl live.”

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry  Psalm 77:1-16 (read responsively)
A: | cry to you, God! | plead with you!
If only you would hear me!
C: By day I seek you in my distress,
by night I raise my hands in prayer,
but my spirit refuses comfort.
A: | groan when | remember you;




when | think of you, | grow faint.
C: You keep me from sleep.
Troubled, I cannot speak.
A: | consider former days,
the years gone by;
all night, memories fill my ear,
I brood and question.
C: Will God always reject me?
never again be pleased?
A: Has God stopped loving me
and cut me off forever?
C:Can God forget to pity,
can anger block God’s mercy?

Second Reading Exodus 2

Al: Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite
woman.”The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he
was a fine baby, she hid him three months. *When she could hide him no
longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen
and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the
bank of the river. “His sister stood at a distance, to see what would
happen to him.

°The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her
attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds
and sent her maid to bring it. “When she opened it, she saw the child. He
was crying, and she took pity on him, “This must be one of the Hebrews’
children,” she said. "Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I
go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for
you?”®Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called
the child’s mother. “Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and
nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the
child and nursed it. *°When the child grew up, she brought him to
Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses,
“because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.”

A2: One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to his people and
saw their forced labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his
kinsfolk. “He looked this way and that, and seeing no one he killed the
Egyptian and hid him in the sand. *When he went out the next day, he
saw two Hebrews fighting; and he said to the one who was in the wrong,
“Why do you strike your fellow Hebrew?” *“He answered, “Who made
you a ruler and judge over us? Do you mean to kill me as you killed the



Egyptian?”” Then Moses was afraid and thought, “Surely the thing is
known.” **When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses
fled from Pharaoh. He settled in the land of Midian, and sat down by a
well.

A3: The priest of Midian had seven daughters. They came to draw water,
and filled the troughs to water their father’s flock. *’But some shepherds
came and drove them away. Moses got up and came to their defense and
watered their flock. ‘*When they returned to their father Reuel, he said,
“How is it that you have come back so soon today?” “*They said, “An
Egyptian helped us against the shepherds; he even drew water for us and
watered the flock.” “’He said to his daughters, “Where is he? Why did
you leave the man? Invite him to break bread.” **Moses agreed to stay
with the man, and he gave Moses his daughter Zipporah in

marriage. “’She bore a son, and he named him Gershom; for he said, “I
have been an alien residing in a foreign land.”

“*After a long time the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned under
their slavery, and cried out. Out of the slavery their cry for help rose up
to God. “God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. “>God looked upon the Israelites, and
God took notice of them.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day Help Us Oh Lord

(For music turn to Hymn 15 in the Songbook binder)

1. Help us, oh Lord to do what is right and wise.
Help us to see our brother’s needs that are in disguise.
Help us, oh lord to feel the pain in our sister’s eyes.

2. Teach us to live your Kingdom come here on earth.
Open our lives to treat each person with equal worth.
Remind us we’re family; we’re bound by baptismal birth.

3. We offer in joy what you first to us gave:
Ourselves, our time, the very things that our hands have made.
Receive them all now, this is our prayer in Jesus’ name.

Text and music: Hans Peterson; Copyright 1997 Dakota Road Music; CCLI #2527370



Apostles’ Creed
A: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

A: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The worship leader will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. Please conclude
your petition with: Lord in your mercy,

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer.

The leader concludes the prayer:

A: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Peace

A: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

A: Let us share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.
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Offering & Special Music

Hymn of Thanksgiving As the offering is brought forward the congregation
sings:

Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil

For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal

Lord, let my heart be good soil,
open to the seed of your Word.
Lord, let my heart be good sail,
where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard,

break the stone away.

When my heart is cold,

warm it with the day.

When my heart is lost,

lead me on your way.

Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart be good sail.

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc.

Offering Prayer

A: Let us pray:

C: Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of
every living thing. You have set many blessings before us. Open our
hands to receive them. Open our hearts to embrace them. Open our
lives to live them. We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
A: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

1 SENDING fr

Blessing
A: May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we

can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn  Days of Elijah

These are the days of Elijah

Declaring the word of the Lord, yeah

And these are the days of Your servant Moses
Righteousness being restored

These are the days of great trials

Of famine and darkness and sword

Still we are the voice in the desert crying
Prepare ye the way of the Lord!

Say, behold He comes, riding on the clouds
Shining like the sun at the trumpet's call
Lift your voice, year of Jubilee

Out of Zion's hill, salvation comes

And these are the days of Ezekiel

The dry bones becoming flesh

And these are the days of Your servant, David
Rebuilding a temple of praise

And these are the days of the harvest

The fields are all white in Your world

And we are the laborers that are in Your vineyard
Declaring the Word of the Lord

Say, behold He comes, riding on the clouds
Shining like the sun at the trumpet’s call



Lift your voice, year of Jubilee
Out of Zion's hill, salvation comes

Behold He comes, riding on the clouds
Shining like the sun at the trumpet’s call
Lift your voice, year of Jubilee

Out of Zion's hill, salvation comes

There's no God like Jehovah!
There's no God like Jehovah!
There's no God like Jehovah!
There's no God like Jehovah! (Repeated numerous times)

Behold He comes, riding on the clouds
Shining like the sun at the trumpet’s call
Lift your voice, year of Jubilee

Out of Zion's hill, salvation comes

Behold He comes, riding on the clouds
Shining like the sun at the trumpet's call
Lift your voice, year of Jubilee

Out of Zion's hill, salvation comes

Text and music: Francis Robert Mark, copyright Music Services Inc.

Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.
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Worship assistants TODAY:
Greeters and Ushers Bruce and Connie Stevenson

Acolyte Morgan Sackett
Nursery Care Katy Stimmel
Counters Bruce and Connie Stevenson

Coffee Hour

Worship assistants for next Sunday, July 1, 2018
Greeters and Ushers  Phyllis and Dick Henderson

Acolyte Mary Ehrlinger

Altar Care Gary Boisseau

Communion Assistants Gary Boisseau and Rob Stroup
Nursery Care Laura Stroup

Counters Bettina Kalish and Beth Perdan

Coffee Hour

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications. Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2018 copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564
stjohnsvictor.com (585) 924-5192
The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor
Heidi Griffith, Music Director



