
  

 

 
4th Sunday in Lent 

March 22, 2020  10:30 Worship 
 

Regularly gathering is a central part of the Christian faith.  Christianity is 

not a virtual religion or a distant one.  Our Lord Jesus was God himself 

come to be with us.  We humans could see and touch and hear God 

directly.  However, infectious disease makes communal gathering 

unwise.  So for at least the next couple weeks – and quite likely more – 

we use technology that allows us to celebrate worship in different places. 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
This order of worship is designed to accompany what is happening live 

on Zoom.  In order to make things work smoothly please keep your 

computer’s microphone off unless you have a speaking part.  It may be 

helpful to use a headset or earbuds to minimize feedback.  You are 

welcome to use the chat feature to ask questions or provide feedback.  

Following worship we will have a time for those who would like to chat.  

That would also be a time to use the chat feature for side conversations.  
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



 OPENING     
 

Greeting and Announcements 

 
Opening Music  

 
Greeting  (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who is present, who gives life, 

who calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand?  Yet 

with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. 
(During the 40 day season of Lent we pause 40 seconds for reflection) 
 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us. 

We confess that we have turned away from you, 

knowingly and unknowingly. 

We have wandered from your resurrection life. 

We have strayed from your love for all people. 

Turn us back to you, O God. 

Give us new hearts and right spirits, that we may find what is 

pleasing to you and dwell in your house forever.  Amen. 
 

P: Receive the good news: God turns to you in love.  “I will put my spirit 

in you, and you shall live,” says our God.  All your sin is forgiven in the 

name of Jesus the Christ, who is the free and abounding gift of God’s 

grace for you.   

C: Amen 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray. 

Bend your ear to our prayer, Lord Christ, and come among us.  By your 

gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, 

and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 



 WORD    
 

First Reading  Zechariah 9:9-13 
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!  

    Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!  

Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he,  

    humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  
10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim  

    and the war horse from Jerusalem;  

and the battle bow shall be cut off,  

    and he shall command peace to the nations;  

his dominion shall be from sea to sea,  

    and from the River to the ends of the earth.  
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,  

    I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;  

    today I declare that I will restore to you double.  
13For I have bent Judah as my bow;  

    I have made Ephraim its arrow. I 

 will arouse your sons, O Zion,  

    against your sons, O Greece,  

    and wield you like a warrior’s sword. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

  
Scripture Poetry  Psalm 31:1-9 

Shelter me, Lord, 

save me from shame. 

Let there be justice: 

save me! 
 

Help me!  Listen! 

Be quick to the rescue! 

Be my fortress, my refuge. 
 

You my rock, and fortress, 

prove your good name. 

Guide me, lead me, 

free me from their trap. 
 

You are my shelter; 

I put myself in your hands, 



knowing you will save me, 

Lord God of truth. 
 

You hate the slaves of idols, 

but I trust in you. 

I dance for joy at your constant love. 
 

You saw me suffer, 

you know my pain. 

You let no enemy cage me, 

but set my feet on open ground. 

 
Second Reading  Ephesians 5:8-14 
8For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as 

children of light— 9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good 

and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take 

no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 

them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do 

secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for 

everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, 

awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Reading  Matthew 21:1-22 

When [Jesus and the disciples] had come near Jerusalem and had reached 

Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to 

them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a 

donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If 

anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And 

he will send them immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been 

spoken through the prophet, saying, 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, 

your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a 

colt, the foal of a donkey.” 6The disciples went and did as Jesus had 

directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks 

on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 

the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 

road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 

shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes 

in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 10When he 

entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 



11The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 

Galilee.”  
12Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and 

buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money changers 

and the seats of those who sold doves. 13He said to them, “It is written, 

‘My house shall be called a house of prayer’; but you are making it a den 

of robbers.” 14The blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he 

cured them. 15But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the amazing 

things that he did, and heard the children crying out in the temple, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David,” they became angry 16and said to him, 

“Do you hear what these are saying?” Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you 

never read, ‘Out of the mouths of infants and nursing babies you have 

prepared praise for yourself’?” 17He left them, went out of the city to 

Bethany, and spent the night there.  

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

A: We confess our faith with the Apostles’ Creed: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

    creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

    born of the virgin Mary,  

    suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

    was crucified, died, and was buried;  

    he descended to the dead.  

    On the third day he rose again;  

    he ascended into heaven,  

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

    the holy catholic church,  

    the communion of saints,  

    the forgiveness of sins,  

    the resurrection of the body,  

    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 



 PRAYER     
 

Prayer  “Catch Me in My Scurrying” from Guerillas of Grace by Ted 

Loder 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

A: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

 ENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: Now is the acceptable time. 

Now is the day of salvation. 

Holy God, 

speaking, spoken, and inspiring, 

bless you, unbind you, 

and send you in love and in peace. 

C: Amen. 

 
Closing Music 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

 
Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2020 copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. 
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